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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE  following  paper  on  Scrophulous 


Affections,  &c.  was  laid  before  the 
Medical  Society  of  London  by  the  author’s 
worthy  friend  Dr.  Lettfom,  with  a view  to  its 
publication  in  the  third  volume  of  the  Memoirs 
of  that  Society;  but  conceiving  that  it  might  be 
of  too  great  length  for  infertion  there,  as  he 
underftood  that  a great  part  of  that  volume  was 
already  printed  off,  he  requefted  that,  if  that 
Ihould  be  the  cafe,  to  have  it  returned ; which 
has  been  done  accordingly. 

It  was  read  at  a meeting  of  the  Society;  the 
refult  of  which  will  be  beft  underftood  by  the 
annexed  copies  of  the  Refolutions  of  the  Society, 
and  Letter  received  from  the  Secretary; 

Medical  Society  of  London , Monday,  "July  it,  1791. 

“ Dr.  SIMS  in  the  Chair. 

Resolved, 

“ That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  unanimoufly 
given  to  Dr.  Hamilton,  ot  Lynn,  for  his  DLllertation 
on  Scrophulous  Dii'eafes. 


“ Signed,  by  order, 

“ W.  Chamberlaine,  SecT” 


*(  Council 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


“ Council  of  the  Medical  Society , Monday , July  1 1,  1791, 
“ Dr.  W ALLIS,  Chairman,  in  the  Chair. 


“ Resolved, 


“ That  the  thanks  of  the  Medical  Society  be 
<e  unanimoufly  given  to  Dr.  Hamilton,  of  Lynn,  for  his 
“ ’very  valuable  and  acceptable  Differtation  on  Scrophu- 
“ lous  Difeafes ; and  that  the  Secretary  be  direftej  to 
“ addrefs  a polite  letter  to  Dr.  Hamilton,  Hating  the 
ec  reafons  of  its  being  returned. 


C Copy.  ) 


“ Signed,  by  order, 

“ W.  Chamberlaine,  SecT.” 


A COPY  OF  THE  SECRETARY’S  LETTER. 

“Sir, 

“ I have  the  honour  to  addrefs  this  letter  to  you 
“ by  order  of  the  Medical  Society,  who  have  dehred  me 
“ to  thank  you  in  the  moll  refpeftful  manner,  in  jlie 
“ name  of  the  Society,  for  the  pleafure  and  information 
<(  they  received  on  hearing  your  truly  valuable  paper  on 
“ Scrophula  read.  The  Council  are  forry  that  its  ex- 
“ treme  length  precludes  it  from  having  a place  in  their 
“ Memoirs,  as  the  infertion  of  it,  from  the  room  which 
•“  it  mull:  take  up,  would  necelfarily  prevent  the  commu- 
nications  of  a great  many  members,  of  an  earlier  date. 
xt  At  all  events,  were  it  even  Ihorter,  they  mull  ftill 
*'  lament  the  impolfibility  of  pelting  it  into  the  third 
4.  ■“  volume 
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m volume  of  the  Memoirs,  as  more  than  two  thirds  of 
<i  that  volume  is  already  printed  off,  and  all  the  matter 
“ arranged  for  the  remainder. 

“ I am,  Sir, 

“ With  great  refpeft, 

“ Your  moll  obedient  fervant, 

“ W.  Chamberlaine,  Sec.” 

« Aylejbury- Street,  Clerk emxelL, 

July  15,  1791-” 


For  this  very  pleaftng  and  honourable  tefti- 
mony  of  approbation,  beftowed  upon  his  fmall 
performance  by  this  refpedfable  body,  the  author, 
in  this  public  manner,  returns  his  warmeft  ac- 
knowledgments to  the  Prefident,  the  Chair- 
man, and  Council ; to  his  valuable  friend  Dr. 
Lettfom  ; and  to  the  reft  of  the  Members  and 
Secretary  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London* 

Lynn  Regis, 

Auguft  5,  1791. 
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line  18,  for  ramification  read  ramifications, 
line  12,  for  inquirare  read  inquirere. 
line  7,  for  each  of  the  fpine  read  each  fide 
oF  the  fpine. 

lmT  13  3nt*  ^for  fplents  read  fplints. 
note,  for  drawing  read  plate. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

O N 

SCROPHULOUS  AFFECTIONS , 

&c.  &c. 

IT  is  not  my  intention  to  treat  fyfte- 
matically  on  either  the  fcrophuia, 
fehirrus,  cancer,  or  rickets;  but  only  to 
offer  fome  obfervations  in  this  paper  on 
the  various  appearances  of  fcrophulous 
affections,  which  have  occurred  to  me  in 
a long  courfe  of  practice,  a few  from 
reading,  and  fuch  remarks  on  fehirrus, 
cancer,  and  rickets,  as  have  induced  me 
to  think,  with  others  who  have  written  on 
thefe  difeafes,  that  the  three  laft  have  a 
ftrong  relation  to  fcrophuia,  if  they  are 
hot  in  reality  certain  modifications  only 
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2 On  Scrophulous  Affections. 

of  the  lame  difeafe ; and  which  have  long 
convinced  me  that  fcrophula  is  the  caufe 
of  many  morbid  phenomena  in  the  hu- 
man body,  which  are  little  fufpeded  to 
©we  their  origin  to  this  diftreffing  dif- 
temper. 

Although  I do  not  pretend  to  offer  re- 
marks that  have  not  occurred  to  otheF 
phyficians,  yet  perhaps  fome  particulars 
may  be  found  which  have  not  been. gene- 
rally attended  to  r and  as  the  fads  are  re- 
lated with  the  ftrideft  fidelity,  either  in 
refped  to  their  fuccefsful  or  unfuccefsfui 
terminations,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they 
may  be  of  fome  utility  in  practice.. 

Scrophula  has  long  been  fuppoled  to- 
be  a hereditary  difeafe;  moft  writers  on 
the  fubjed  have  efteemed  it  fo ; and  fome 
have  thought  it  endemial  to  fome  coun- 
tries, as  the  northern  parts  of  Europe,  al- 
pine fituations,  Spain,  &c.  * ; — and  others, 
that  it  may  be  acquired. — This  laft  opi- 

* Fred,  Hoffman,  Supplement,  pars  prima,  centur.  fc- 
ainda,  pag.  j3r 
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nion  has  of  late  been  revived ; and  it  has 
been  by  fome  denied  to  be  at  all  heredi- 
tary, and  affirmed  that  it  owed  its  origin 
wholly  to  either  external  injuries,  or  to 
fome  accidental  caufe,  deranging  the  lym- 
phatic glandular  fyftem. — No  arguments 
however  have  yet  appeared,  that  have 
been  able  to  convince  me  that  it  is  not  a 
hereditary  difeafe : and  muft  obferve,  that 
its  having  any  other  origin  in  the  human 
frame,  than  certain  morbid  ftamina,  con- 
veyed by  defcent  from  parents  to  their 
children,  remains  ftill  problematical. 

Two  of  the  reafons  alleged  in  favour 
of  its  being  an  acquired  or  adventitious 
difeafe,  only,  are,  that  one  child  in  a nu- 
merous family  has  been  attacked  with 
the  fcrophula  *,  whilfl:  the  reft  have  efcap- 
ed;  and  that  blows  and  hurts  have  been 
known  to  bring  on  this  difeafe : neither 

* Fred.  Hoffman  relates  the  cafe  of  a young  lady,  cured 
by  him,  who  was  afflidfed  with  the  fcrophula  almoft  from 
her  cradle,  whilfl:  her  brothers  and  lifters  had  firm  con- 
ftitutions,  enjoyed  good  health,  and  were  quite  free  from 
the  difeafe  j and  that  the  parents  were  perfectly  found. 
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of  thefe  inftances,  however,  amounts  to  a, 
proof. — One  child,  for  example,  may, 
from  particular  circumftances,  be  of  a 
very  weak  habit,  which  may  have  been 
further  injured  by  the  ravages  of  fome 
epidemic  difeafe ; as  the  fmall-pox,  mea- 
fles,.  tuflis  convulfiva,  &c.  in  the  extreme, 
whilft  the  reft  of  the  family  may  have 
been  naturally  more  robufl,  have  had  the 
epidemic  mildly,  and  therefore  have  been 
more  able  to  refill  the  appearance  of  the 
conftitutional  malady.  It  is  well  known 
that  individuals  in  a fcrophulous  family 
are  very  differently  affefted  with  the  dif- 
temper : whilft  fome  have  hardly  any 
fymptom  of  it,  others  have  it  but  {light- 
ly, and  others  become  martyrs  to  it. 
Accidental  blows,  contufions,  &c.  have,, 
it  is  true,,  produced  fcrophulous  abfceffes 
ii\  children,  but  very  feldom  in  grown 
people;  and  thefe  generally  happen  to 
parts  where  the  bone  is  but  thinly  cover- 
ed, as  about  the  verge  of  the  orbit  at  the 
©utef  canthus  of  the  eye,  the  zygomatic 
. ' - 1 procefs> 


On  Scrophulous  Affections.  $ 

procefs,  the  angles  of  the  lower  jaw,  the 
lower  edge  of  the  ulna,  the  ridge  of  the 
tibia,  &c.  and  leern  to  corroborate  the 
opinion,  that  this  difeafe  arifes  from  ad- 
ventitious caufes,  and  not  from  hereditary 
delcent.  But  1 have  always  obferved,  that 
thole  accidental  impofthumations  happen- 
ed molt  commonly  before  the  age  of  pu- 
berty, and  to  children  whofe  delcent  from 
fcrophulous  parents  could  be  eafily  afeer- 
tained,  and  were  attended  with  that  lan- 
guid maturation,  and  crude  difeharge,  in- 
cident to  fcrophulous  fuppurations ; which 
never  occurred  when  fimilar  accidents 
have  happened  to  voung  perfons  of  found 
conftitutions,  free  from  every  fulpicion  of 
a fcrophulous  hereditary  leven.  There 
is  an  inftance  here  of  a youth  of 
eighteen,  of  a fcrophulous  defeent, 
who,  when  a child,  was  dangeroufly  burnt 
■by  his  fhirt  catching  fire : he  never  had 
any  fymptom  of  the  difeafe  before  this 
•accident  happened j but  has  been  harafled 
with  fcrophulous  impofthumes  and  ulcers 
ever  fince. 

B 3 I do 


6 


On  Scropbulous  Affections. 

I do  not  pretend  to  take  upon  me  to 
determine  the  queflion,  Whether  fcro- 
phula  is  wholly  a hereditary,  or  wholly 
an  adventitious  difeafe,  or  originates  from 
both  caufes  ? I fhall  only  beg  leave  to 
obferve,  that  fome  fadts  feem  to  decide 
in  favour  of  the  opinion  that  the  fcro- 
phula  is  wholly  a hereditary  diftemper, 
entailed  upon  pofterity  by  long  defcent  for 
ages,  in  a diredt  line,  which  no  theoretic 
realoning  can  do  awray.  Thefe  fadls 
come  within  our  own  knowledge,  and 
prefent  us  daily  with  inflances  where  the 
fcrophula  has  defcended  in  families  for 
feveral  generations,  and  may  have  done 
fo  in  many  more  in  the  fame  houfe,  far 
before  the  date  of  our  remembrance.  I 
know  one  family  where  it  has  paffed 
downwards  in  four  fucceflive  generations 
from  one  origin,  with  numerous  offsprings 
in  each,  in  fucceflion;  and  have  feen 
fcions  from  this  fruitful  flock  engrafted 
on  branches  of  other  families,  where  this 
difeafe  apparently  had  no  exiftence  before, 
i which 
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which  has  contributed  to  extend  and  per- 
petuate the  calamity.  From  thefe  unions 
there  feemed  however  to  appear  fome 
mitigation  of  the  power  of  the  morbid 
affc&ion  in  the  offsprings.  Thefe  chil- 
dren v/ere  in  general  more  robuft,  and 
lefs  affefted  with  the  difeafe,  than  their 
fcrophulous  parent ; which  led  to  an  opi- 
nion, that  lome  of  them  partook  wholly 
of  the  father’s  conftitutions,  whilft  the 
others  did  of  that  of  the  mother,  with 
what  foundation  in  truth,  I fliall  not  pre- 
tend to  decide  ; but  am  afraid  this  is  de- 
lufion,  and  that  the  children  of  l'uch  pa- 
rents will  indifcriminately  convey  the  dis- 
temper to  their  defcendents. 

The  lymphatic  glands  have  long  been 
fuppofed  to  be  the  feat  of  the  fcrophula. 
Barbette  defcribes  the  caufe  of  this  difeafe 
in  the  following  words: 

“ Caiila.  Glandularum  totius  corporis 
“ munus  (quod  certiffimum  effe  puto)  eft 
“ lympham  tranfcolare  ; neceffe  ergo  eft 
B 4 “ lympham 
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a lympham  crafliorem  hujus  affedhjs  efie 
<c  caufam,  unde  illarum  primo  durities 
tc  poftea  fenfim  accreffens  pertinaxque 
<c  tumor*.” 

There  is  little  doubt  but  the  fcrophu- 
la  is  confined  folely  to  the  abforbent  fvf- 
tem : and  as  the  procefs  of  abforption 
may  not  only  be  impeded,  but  totally 
fufpended,  by  this  morbid  affedtion  at- 
tacking particular  parts  of  this  fyftem, 
obftrudtions  and  tumors  will,  in  confe- 
quence  thereof,  form,  not  only  in  the 
glands,  but  in  other  parts  where  the  dif- 
tribution  of  lymphatic  veffels  through  the 
body  is  to  be  found : and  as  this  is  uni- 
verfal,  and  almoft  infinite,  the  fite  of  fcro- 
phulous  afredtions  in  thefe  vefiels  and 
their  glands  muft  be  unbounded  j and  is 
to  be  met  with  not  only  near  the  furface 
of  the  body,  but  deeply  feated  in  the  in- 
terftices  of  the  mufcles;  in  the  cells  of 

* Cap.  II.  De  Scrophulis,  paragr.  III.  Mangeius's 
edition  of  this  author’s  works  is  dated  Geneva,  j+Martii 
anno  1688. 
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the  tela  cellulofa ; in  the  different  cavities 
of  the  body,  and  the  feveral  vifcera  in 
thefe  cavities ; in  the  burfae  mucofae,  the 
capfulae  of  the  joints ; even  in  the  internal 
ftrudhire  of  the  bones  themfelves  ; and  in 
fhort  every  where,  where  abforption  is  car- 
ried on,  of  lymph  for  the  feveral  pmpofes 
of  the  animal  economy,  and  chyle  for  the 
nutriment  of  the  body. 

Scrophulous  affedtions  of  the  foft  parts 
commonly  produce  either  diftindl  or  dif- 
fufed  tumors.  The  diftindl  are  chiefly  • 
confined  to  the  glands,  but  many  are  alfo 
generated  in  one  or  more  of  the  cells  of 
the  tela  cellulofa : and  probably  fome  of 
thole  with  which  the  membranous  vifcera 
are  often  ftudded  are  of  this  kind.  The 
forms  of  them  are  various  ; fome  are  glo- 
bular, others  oblate  fpheroids,  oval,  &c. 
So  far  as  the  late  dilcoveries  in  the  ab- 
forbent  fyftem  have  gone,  by  which  the 
lymphatic  glands  have  been  rendered  more 
confpicuous,  they  by  no  means  appear  to 
the  naked  eye  to  be  fo  numerous  as  to 

furnifh 
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fumifli  fites  for  the  multitude  of  fcrophu- 
lous  tumors,  or  tubercles,  difperfed  in  the 
vaft  groupes  found  externally  and  inter- 
nally, in  the  difledion  of  bodies  dying 
of  this  difeafe. 

As  we  know  that  there  are  hundreds  of 
living  animalcules,  with  fvftems  of  velfels 
and  circulating  fluids  in  them,  detected  in 
a Angle  drop  of  putrid  water,  by  the  com- 
mon microfcope,  but  are  rendered  more 
evidently  confpicuous  by  the  folar  micro- 
icope,  whofe  very  bodies  are  too  minute 
■ to  be  viflble  by  the  naked  eye ; and  as  the 
mouths  of  the  lymphatics  in  the  human 
body  are  even  too  minute  to  be  difeover- 
ed  by  ghiftes  of  great  magnifying  powers; 
it  can  be  no  ftretch  of  probability  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  there  are  not  only  ramification 
of  lymphatics,  and  glands  alfo,  which  are. 
invifible  to  the  naked  eye,  which  may  be 
rendered  obvious  to  our  fight,  by  being 
enlarged  by  difeafe.  But  be  that  fo,  or 
not,  is  immaterial  to  the  prefent  fub- 
jed,  as  the  cellular  texture,  under  the 

morbid 
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morbid  aftions  of  this  difeafe,  furnifhes 
ample  fcope  for  the  fite  of  fuch  tumors* 
and  alfo  materials  for  the  feveral  coats 
within  each  other,  with  varied  contents,^ 
from  the  centre  to  the  circumference  of 
them. 

To  the  morbid  aftion,  then,  of  this 
peculiar  conftitutional  malady  on  the  ab- 
forbent  fyftem,  are  we  to  look  for  the 
origin  of  thefe  tumors ; and  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  compound  fluid,  as  I prefume 
the  lymph  is,  which  is  fecreted  from  the 
blood  for  the  purpofes  of  the  animal  eco- 
nomy, are  we  to  account  for  the  different 
matters  contained  in  them. 

All  the  feveral  materials  which  are  ne- 
ceffary  to  conflitute  the  different  parts  of 
the  living  animal  muft  be  furnifhed  from 
the  nutriment  taken  into  the  ftomach; 
and  what  is  neceffary  for  this  important 
purpofe  is  feparated  from  the  more  fecu- 
lent matters,  by  the  procelfes  of  digeftion 
and  chylification ; and  enters  the  abfor- 
bent  fyftem  by  the  la&eals,  and  is  carried 

into 
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into  the  mafs  of  blood  by  means  of  the 
thoracic  dufts  opening  into  the  left  fub- 
clavian  vein,  lb  near  the  heart  as  to  be 
readily  mixed  with  it. . It  is  not  my  pur- 
pofe  to  defcribe  this  procefs ; it  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  fay,  that  it  is  generally  underftood 
to  be  fo.  Now  the  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  it,  for  the  elucidation  of  our  fubjeft, 
is,  that  the  blood  charged  with  thefe  ma- 
terials muff,  in  th.e  courfe  of  circula- 
tion, part  with  thofe  which'  are  deftined 
for  die  recruit  and  fupport  of  the  different 
component  parts  of  the  animal  body; 
whilfl  thole  which  are  fuperfluous,  or  hav- 
ing done  their  office,  become  effete  and 
ufelefs,  and  therefore  are  feparated  from 
the  mafs  by  different  fecretory  organs, 
and  carried  out  of  the  body  by  the  pro- 
per emundtories. 

From  tills  ftate  of  what  we  fuppofe 
the  fadt,  we  may  readily  conceive  that  the 
lymph,  and  other  fecrcted  fluids,  are 
charged  with  the  feveral  materials  above 
named;  and  thus  loaded  may  ltagnate  in 
glands  or  cells,  where  the  abforbents,  from 
* the 
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the  influence  of  this  difeafe,  are  obftru«SU 
ed,  and  unable  to  take  them  up,  and 
tranfmit  them  in  the  proper  ftate  of  lhlu- 
tion,  in  which  they  are  when  fecreted  or 
feparated  from  the  blood : and  that  when 
ftagnant  in  thefe  cavities  it  is  eafy  to 
comprehend  that  a decompofition  of  this, 
what  we  have  fuppofed  a compound  fluid, 
may  take  place,  and  new  combinations 
form ; and,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
different  materials,  the  contents  of  thefe 
tumors  may  be  gelatinous,  milky,  cafe- 
ous,  cartilaginous,  earthy,  &c. ; all  which 
are  to  be  met  with,  even  in  the  fame  body, 
loaded. with  this  difeafe  in  the  extreme: 
and  according  to  the  degree  of  this  mor- 
bid ftate  of  the  parts  is  the  diftemper  to- 
be  relieved  by  art,  or  rendered  incurable, 
and  mortal. 

It  appears  from  the  difiecftions  of  fub- 
je<fts  who  died  of  the  fcrophula,  which  are 
recorded  by  different  authors*,  that  in 

thofe 

. * Vide  many  colle&ed  in  Bonetus  Sepulchret.  Anatom, 
tom.  III.  lib.  iv.  feft.  2.  p.  263.  — Freder.  Hoffman’s 
Supplement,  pars  prima,  Obfervut.  Sc  Annotat.  Centuria 
' i Secunda, 
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thofe,  where  the  external  parts,  as  the 
neck,  axillae,  inguina,  &c.  were  loaded 
with  fcrophulous  tumors,  all  the  internal 
parts  were  found  to  be  equally  affefted, 
as  the  lungs,  liver,  pancreas,  fpleen, 
kidneys,  the  glands  of  the  mefentery, 
the  internal  lymphatic  glands  in  every 
cavity  and  many  tumors,  where  no  lym- 
phatic glands  were  vifible,  occurred  on 
the  different  membranes,  and  different 
hollow  and  other  vifcera,  which  could 
only  take  place  in  the  common  connect- 
ing medium,  the  tela  cellulofa.  Thefe 
tumors  were  found  of  various  fizes,  from 
that  of  a man’s  fift,  in  gradation,  to  that 
©f  a coriander  feed,  or  lefs : and  upon 
making  longitudinal  incifions  through  the 
common  integuments  of  the  neck,  in  one 
cafe  (a  young  Auftrian  nobleman,  quoted 
from  Platerus  by  Bonetus  and  Hoffman, 
who  died  fuffocated  in  confequence  of 
this  difeafe ) the  adipofe  membrane 
was  found,  in  three  different  places,  three 

Secunda,  p.  58.— Magnetii  Bibliotheca  Clnrurgica  de 
Tumoribus. — Hildanus,  Ambr.  Pavey.— — De  Haen. 
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fingers  breadth  in  thicknefs,  firm  and 
white,  like  the  lard  on  a hog’s  back, 
with  a conglomeration  of  numberlefs  (mail 
glands,  adhering  to  each  other,  difperfed 
through  the  whole  of  this  feat  of  white, 
thick,  mu  cage  nous  matter ; which  feems 
to  have  arifen  from  the  infpiffated  coagu- 
lable  lymph,  infarcting  the  cells  of  the 
tela  ceilulofa,  by  the  abforbents  being  ob- 
itrudted  which  open  into  thefe  cells. 

Hoffman  adds,  in  his  note  containing 
the  young  Auftrian’s  cafe,  thefe  words  : 
fC  In  taljimodi  fubjeftis  videtur  nimirum 
M lympha  tota  ad  coagulum  prona  effe, 
“ quapropter  obfervatum  ab  authoribus, 
“ quod  fcrophuloli  in  interioribus  parti- 
“ bus  maxime  in  mefenterio  induratas 
“ glandulas  et  ftrumas  fadta  anatome 
“ plerumque  habuerint.” 

Encyftfcd  tumors  are  confeffedly  featcd 
in  the  cellular  membrane,  and  their  coats 
are  evidently  compofed  of  that  fubftance, 
thickened  by  difeafed  diftenfion  j and  the 
contents,  whether  like  thole  of  the  ftea- 

toma. 
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toma,  meliceris,  atheroma,  or  of  mere 
lymph,  are  alfo  to  be  met  with  in  fero- 
phulous  tumors ; from  whence  it  fhould 
appear,  that  eneyfted  tumors  have  a ma- 
nifeft  relation  to  fcrophula. 

De  Haen*  gives  a diftindt  detail  of 
fcrophulous  tumors  in  various  parts  of  the 
body,  yet  does  not  diftinguifh  thefe  mor- 
bid appearances  by  the  name  of  fcrophu- 
la.— Take  his  own  words  : 

. “ Inflammatorii  tumores  qui  generen- 
tur,  hinc  inquirare  non  eft  animus;  fed 
quid  de  lentis  quibufclam  tumoribus,tarde 
crefcentibus,  diuque  obtinentibus,  cogi- 
tandum  fit,  indagare. 

“ Tales  namque  in  collo  multi  gerunt 
plures,  minores ; variae  magnitudinis,  du- 
ritiasque:  ita  nonnunquam,  ut  totum  in 
ambitu  collum  conglomeratis  ejufmodi 
tumoribus  maxime  difforme  fiat.  Ab- 
domen, thorax,  totumque  denique  corpusy 
nonnunquam  iifdem  fcatet.  — Subftantia 

* Ratio  mede;idi,  cap.  xx.  pag,  127,  de  vario  Tumo- 
rum  genere. 
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corum  diverfa;  diverfa,  quam  contineant, 
materies,  haud  in  variis  duntaxat  homi- 
nibiis,  fed  eodem  etiam  in  homine  et  qui- 
dem  ita,  ut  in  eodem  corpore  trium, 
quatuor,  quinque,  fpecierum  variarum  ha- 
beantur  tumores ; quorum  quandoque 
nullam  vix  aliquam  curationem  admit- 
tant ; in  aliis  nonnulli  tumores  aegre,  fa- 
cile alii,  curentur;  in  nonnullis  longo  mo- 
limine  fanentur  omnes ; denique  curato- 
rum  multi  non  raro  poftliminio  repullu- 
lent.  Ex  multis  unam  alteramve  hifto- 
riam  defcripfifle  juvabit,  et  de  eorum 
genio,  naturaque,  cuique  conftet. 

“ Puerum  10  annorum,  multis 
in  collo,  et  fub  axillis,  tumoribus 
fcatentem,  muco  turgidum,  ventre  tumi- 
dum,  cachedticum  totum,  progrefti  anni 
autumno  ad  me  attulerant.  Poll  explC- 
tas  decern  in  nofocomio  feptimanas,  ca- 
lamitofam  vitam  terminavit.  Aperto  ab- 
domine  mefenterium  turn  vehementer  tu- 
midum  fuit,  turn  penitus  nudum  ac  con- 
fpicuum,  inteftinis  omnibus  quafi  natura- 

C • liter 
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Jiter  verfus  ambitum  remotis.  Tumores 
rneferiterii  magni,  durique  iidem  & foli- 
tarii,  cum  periconeo  vero,  et  Hgamentis 
vertebrarum  lumborum,  adeo  intime  con- 
creti,  ut  mefenterium  citra  dilacerationem 
haud  potuerit  a vertebris  folvi.  Quoad 
naturam  tumorum,  in  quibufdam  medium 
folliculum  occupabat  alba  materies,  aut 
grifea,  unita,  aequabiiis,  crafTa  pulte  du- 
rior,  mcllior  lardo,  & in  meditullio  veras 
pulti  fimilis.  In  aliis  materies  turn  albi- 
dior  erat,  turn  etiam  in  meditullio  durior. 
In  aliis  tota  iterum  dura,  sequabilis,  fcif- 
filis.  In  nonnullis  veluti  calx  aqua  mifta 
oculis  adparebat,  digitis  nullam  exhibens 
afperitatem.  Denique,  in  una  alterave, 
vera  calcarea  materies,  dura,  ta&u  alpera, 
ceu  in  fungofum  lapidem  concreta.  Ad 
vala  iliaca  utraque,  ad  pericardium,  fter- 
num,  diaphragma,  fupra  aiperam  arteriam 
adjugulum,  ad  axillas,  ubique  ejufmodi 
feperiundi  tumores  erant.  Multa  in  tho- 
race,  & abdomine,  aqua. 

“ Ad  mouftrofum  nunc  collum  verfo 

examine. 
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examine,  tumores  non  amplius  folitarii, 
fed  et  pluribus  minoribus,  fibi  incum* 
bentibus,  accumbentibufque,  ec  communi 
celiulofitate  circumdati  conftabant.  Mem- 
branas  alii  tenues,  crafiiores  alii,  nonnulli 
denique  prope  cartilagineas,  habebant.  In- 
tercurrebant  per  tumorum  intercapedines, 
fupraque  eolclem,  arteriae,  venae,  nervi 
multi,  per  tunicarum  fubftantiam  difperfi. 
Tumore  prudenter  aperto,  vafa  eadem  in 
minores,  quibus  mafia  major  compone- 
batur,  tumores,  fe  dividebant : — tumorum- 
que  multi  vafis  in  collo  majoribus  tam 
firmiter  increverant,  ut  fine  alterutrorum 
laefione  feparari  non  pofient ; vafa  tamen 
ilia  majora  a tumoribus  non  videbantur 
notabiliter  comprimi.  Encephalon  folum 
ab  his  malis  immune  fuit.  Ubique  in 
colli  tumoribus  diverfitas  materiae:  imo 
aliquot  ante  mortem  feptimanis  ingens 
adparuerat  tumor,  fuppuraverat,  dilpa- 
ruerat.  Plerique  vero  quafi  una  cartila- 
ginofa  fubftantia  erant,  vel  atheromata. 

C 2 Sedes 
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Sedes  porro  omnium  aut  glfindulae  erant 
aut  adipofi  folliculi.” 

And  in  the  examination  of  a tumor  ex- 
tirpated from  the  back  part  of  a wo- 
man’s neck,  he  fays,  “ Libere  has- 
rentem  chyrurgus  enucleavit,  globo  fimi- 
lem,  levem.  Exfciflum  tumorem  exami- 
nantes,  plures  membranaceas  lamillas,  vaf- 
culis  multis  refertas,  primo  feparavimus; 
dein  ad  duritiem  femicardlagineam  fefqui- 
liniaris  craffitudinis  pervenimus,  quam  in- 
tus  inveftiebat  durior  compages,  in  plagis 
quibufdam  perfefte  cartilaginea,  Magnus 
tunc  feque'oatur  folliculus,  plenus  materie 
pellucidiffima,  gelatinofa,  fubflava,  tunc 
ianguis  fluidus,  coccineus,  per  tremulum 
hoc  gelatum  filatim  quafi  difperfus,  vafis 
non  conttntus  tamen.  Portio  vero  qute- 
dam  rubicunda,  gelatinofa,  qno  in  loco  ad 
internum  folliculi  parietem  hserebat,  quod 
quidem  affixa,  fed  veluti  leviter  agglutina- 
te. Vas  vero,  quo  ejufmodi  duplex  materia 
in  cavum  folliculi  intraflet,  nuliq  lcrutinio 

patuit. 
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patuit.  An  durum  tumoris  putamen,  poll 
cnucleationem  contradtum,  vafa  in  caviim 
penetrantia  compreffiffet,  rubrum  partim 
in  cavum,  partim  retro  expuhiiet?  Sicque 
vafis  confpedtum  ademiffet  ? Saltern  mi- 
crofcopio  examinata  materies  haec,  et  un- 
dique  perfciffa,  non  nifi  homogenea  vafil- 
que  orba,  adparuit.” 

The  diffufed  fcrophulous  tumors  are 
fometimes  compofed  of  a congeries  or 
conglomeration  of  diftindt  fmall  ones  dif- 
perfed  through  the  cellular  texture ; which 
is  at  the  fame  time  infardted  with  vifcid 
coagulable  lymph;  as  in  the  cafe  of  the 
young  Auftrian  nobleman  above-mention- 
ed. At  other  times  there  are  no  indu- 
rated knots  to  be  found,  but  the  cells  of 
the  tela  celiulofa,  with  the  contiguous 
burfe  mucofe,  filled  with  coagulable 
lymph,  become  the  feat  of  the  diffufed 
tumor;  and  this  kind  frequently  takes 
.place  in  the  vicinity  of  the  articulations  of 
the  extremities.  In  thofe  cafes  the  con- 
C 3 ftitutional 
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ftitutional  morbid  caufe  feems  to  have 
feized  the  lymphatic  fydem  in  thefe  parts, 
abforption  is  impeded,  and  the  lymph, 
detained  in  the  cells,  becomes  gelatinous 
and  glary,  confiding  of  the  coagulable 
part;  whild  the  finer  and  more  fubtile 
fluid  matter  may  be  abforbed  in  a partial 
and  imperfeCt  manner. 

Of  this  kind  of  diffufe  obdruCtion  in 
the  lymphatics  of  the  tela  cellulofa,  feems 
to  be  that  which  takes  place  in  the  mem- 
branous parts  of  fcrophulous  fubieCts, 
wherever  this  connecting  medium  cellular 
membrane  is  to  be  found,  as  in  the  eyes 
and  hollow  vifeera ; which  may  account 
for  ophthalmia  in  the  fird,  with  the  train 
of  mifehiefs  which  but  too  often  follow  this 
affeCtion : and  the  inflammation  fubfe- 
quent  to  it  thickening,  and  contracting  of 
the  latter,  ending  in  thofe  fchirrous  affec- 
tions, fometimes  in  the  bladder,  ftomach, 
and  inteftines,  particularly  in  the  reCtum, 
which  mod  commonly  become  cancerou# 
and  mortal.  And  thefe  misfortunes  have, 
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as  far  as  my  obfervation  goes,  always 
happened  in  fubje&s  with  conftituticns 
which  have  been  tainted  deeply  with  icro- 
phula  from  early  life. 

Scrophulous  tumors,  whether  diftindl; 
or  diffufed,  are  liable  to  impofthumation: 
and  thofe,  particularly  of  the  latter  kind, 
frequently  form  in  the  middle  of  the  ex- 
tremities, where  no  glands  obvious  to  our 
fight  are  to  be  found ; therefore  they  muft 
form  in  the  tela  celluloid:  and  the  lym- 
phatic velfels,  palling  through,  or  in  the 
vicinity  of  thofe  abfcefies,  are  found  rigid 
and  inflamed,  and  their  courfe  from  thefe 
circumftances  has  been  well  defined. 

Scrophulous  abfcefies  become  dange- 
rous from  their  fituation  or  number;  and 
are  generally  moll  hurtful  about  the  age 
of  puberty.  The  conllitution  at  this  pe- 
riod has  the  moll  fevere  conflifb  writh  the 
difeale,  efpecially  if  there  is  a large  quan- 
tity of  it. 

When  thofe  abfcefies  are  iituated  near 
the  furface  of  the  body,  though  generally 
C 4 attended 
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attended  with  much  inconvenience,  they 
are  feldom  dangerous.  The  tumor  is  flow 
in  progreflion,  the  inflammation  late  in  ap- 
pearing, and  is  dulky,  or  livid,  and  rather 
of  a colour  inclining  to  purple,  than  of 
the  vivid  red  of  the  common  phlegmon. 
The  fuppuration,  of  courfe,  is  languid 
and  imperfeCt ; and  whether  the  tumor 
burfts  fpontaneoufly,  or  is  opened  by  the 
furgeon,  the  difcharge  is  crude  and  cur- 
dled, and  confifts  of  a cafeous-like  matter, 
not  unlike  foft  cream-cheefe,  partly  dif- 
' folved  in,  and  mixed  imperfectly  with 
lymph,  and  alfo  lymph  in  a feparate  ftate 
from  this  mixture,  and  little  or  no  real 
pus.  That  much  lymph  is  difcharged,  is 
evident,  by  the  coagulable  part  of  it  har- 
dening the  linen  like  glue.  All  the  dif- 
charges  are  for  fome  time  of  this  mixed 
kind ; and  the  flelh  which  is  at  firft  ge- 
nerated is  not  a vivid  red,  and  granulat- 
ed, but  pale,  flaccid,  and  fmooth ; yet  in 
time  thefe  ulcers  digeft,  firm  and  vivid 
granulations  appear,  and  the  ulcers  heal ; 

• ".:w  and 
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and  after  a numerous  fuceeffion  cf  iuper- 
ficial  impofthumes  of  this  kind,  for  feveral 
years,  in  every  part  of  the  body,  fome- 
times  near  bones  which  have  become 
carious  and  exfoliated,  the  patients  have 
got  well,  with  no  other  inconvenience  than 
the  indelible  marks  of  the  ulcers  in  very 
uneven  and  unfeemly  fears,  which  remain 
for  the  reft  of  their  lives  and  although 
not  a'ofolutely  freed  from 'the  difeafe,  have 
acquired  ftrength,  and  lived  many  years. 

When  the  impolthumations  are  deep 
feated  among  the  mufcles,  and  are  re- 
peatedly, and  with  little  intermiffion,  oc- 
curring in  different  places  in  fucceflion, 
and  feveral  of  them  arifing  in  this  manner 
at  the  fame  time,  if  they  are  large,  the 
matter  acrid,  and  long  confined  in  wide 
and  extended  furfaces  for  its  abforption, 
it  then  becomes  a very  dangerous  cafe ; 
for  the  hectic  fever,  fuperinduced  by  the 
large  abforption  of  this  acrid  matter,  very 
frequently  deftroys  the  patients,  after  they 
have  lingered  in  painful  exigence  for  fame 

years. 
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years.  I have  feen  inftances  about  the 
age  of  puberty  where  every  part  of  the 
feveral  extremities  has  been  alternately 
loaded  with  matter,  large  collections  un- 
der the  glutaei,  under  the  fcapuls,  firft  on 
one  fide  and  then  on  the  ether;  in  diffe- 
rent places  on  each  of  the  fpine  external- 
ly, and  internally  forming  the  pfoas  or 
lumbar  abfeefs ; which  although  .happen- 
ing at  different  periods  in  a fucceffion  of 
feveral  years ; till  the  miferable  patient, 
at  length,  exhaufled  by  the  immenfity  of 
the  difeharge,  has  funk  into  his  grave. 
If  thofe  ablceffes  happen  to  be  in  the 
vicinity  of  large  blood  veffels,  the  cata- 
ftrrophe  may  be  haftened  by  the  matter’s 
corroding  the  coats  of  the  veffels,  and 
the  haemorrhage  which  may  enfue  the 
rupture  of  them : if  near  a bone,  caries 
will  follow,  with  all  its  concomitant  mil- 
chiefs,  according  to  the  circumftances  of 
the  fituation,  texture,  magnitude,  and  im- 
portance of  the  bone  affeded. 

Although  coliedions  do  not  often  hap- 

pen 
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pen  from  this  caufe  within  the  fcull,  yet 
I have  known  fome  inftances  which  prov- 
ed fatal. 

If  any  one  of  the  numerous  glands 
with  the  thorax  becomes  the  feat  of 
fcrpphulous  impofthumation,  it  is  attend- 
ed with  great  danger,'  and  in  general  ter- 
minates fatally ; but  in  no  inftance  more 
fo  than  when  the  lungs  become  the  feat 
of  the  difeafe ; and  when  lymphatic  glands 
and  the  plexus  cf  innumerable  lymphatic 
veffels  are  attacked,  with  fuppuration  from 
this  caufe,  in  this  vifcus,  few  or  none,  I 
believe,  efcape  from  dying  of  a phthifis 
pulmonalis ; and  I am  fully  of  opinion 
that  at  leaf:  nine  in  ten.  of  thofe  who,  die 
of  confumptions  are  fcrophulous  fubjetts. 
I apprehend  that  the  tubercles  which  form 
in  the  lungs  are  entirely  of  fcrophulous 
origin  ; they  are  at  firft  hard,  and  flow 
in  advancing ; one  or  more,  however,  in- 
creafe  in  magnitude  ; they  fuppurate,  and 
burft,  and  are  converted  into  fordid  ul- 
cers, with  an  acrid  difcharge,  which  pro- 
duces 
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duces  from  abforption  the  mining  hedtic 
fever,  which  fooner  or  later  deflroys  the 
patient.  I have  more  than  once  known  a 
large  vomica,  in  a fcrophulous  hedtic 
perfon,  burft  in  the  adtion  of  coughing, 
and  fuffocate  the  patient  diredtly. 

If  one  or  more  of  the  abforbent  glands 
within  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  become 
the  feat  of  fcrophulous  impofthurnation, 
it  muft  always  bo  attended  with  danger; 
for  if  the  abfcefs  burfts  into  this  cavity, 
the  acrid  matter  will  fpeediiy  bring  on 
peritoneal  inflammation,  and  probably 
deftroy  the  patient  in  a few  days.  If  it  is 
within  the  reach  of  lurgery  this  may  be 
prevented  by  an  external  opening.  And 
fometimes  a fpontaneous  rupture  into 
feme  one  of  the  hollow  vifeera  has  faved 
the  life  of  the  patient.  The  glands  of  the 
mefentery,  or  mefocolon,  are  perhaps  more 
frequently  affedted  than  the  lymphatic 
glands,  on  or  about  the  peritoneal  lining 
of  the  abdomen  and  pelvis.  When  im- 
pofthumation  fortunately  happens  to  be  in 

the 
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the  yicinity,  for  inftance,  of  the  colon,  or 
redtum,  and  is  united  to  the  inteftine  by 
inflammation,  the  matter  may  burft  into 
the  gut,  and  be  difcharged  by  the  anus. 
A remarkable  inftance  of  this  kind  fell 
under  my  care  about  twelve  years  ago,  of 
which  I have  fubjoined  an  account. 

IV. 

A married  woman,  of  about  thirty  years 
of  age,  of  a fcrophulous  habit,  and  mo- 
ther of  feveral  children,  was  attacked  with 
a puerperal  fever,  foon  after  her  delivery 
of  one  of  them ; but  on  recovering  from 
this  difeafe  fhe  complained  of  much  pain 
in  the  lumbar  region,  and  foon  became  fo 
lame  of  both  her  lower  extremities,  that 
fhe  could  not  wralk,  nor  even  fupport  her- 
fclf  in  an  eredt  pofture  without  crutches, 
and  at  length  not  with  their  afliftance  j 
and  at  laft  could  not  even  bear  to  fit  any 
length  of  time  in  a chair ; for  which  rea- 
fon  lhe  was  confined  to  her  bed  more  than 
feven  months,  the  greateft  part  of  which 

fhe 
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fne  laboured  under  heftic  fever  and  night 
fweats,  became  extremely  emaciated, 
and  her  life  was  defpaired  cf : when  one 
day,  in  (training  to  difcharge  the  faeces, 
fne  felt,  fhe  laid,  fomething  give  way 
within  her,  and  prefently  afterwards  eva- 
cuated near  a quart  of  matter  by  the  anus, 
which  gave  her  immediate  relief.  This 
purulent  difcharge  continued  to  pafs  in 
confiderable  quantities  daily,  and  fie 
gradually  recovered  her  health,  and  the 
ftrength  of  her  lower  limbs  asbefore.  She 
has  had  two  children  fince  that  period, 
and  feveral  returns  of  this  glandular  ab- 
feefs,  which  has  always  the  lamenefs  at- 
tending, the  concomitants  of  fuppuration, 
with  the  fever  and  night  fweats ; and  upon 
the  difcharge  taking  place  per  anum,  thefe 
fymptoms  leave  her,  and  ilie  very  foon 
recovers.  The  laft  attack  of  this  kind 
was  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1789. — 
Her  only  fon,  now  at  the  age  of 
^ puberty,  is  finking  under  the  im- 
menfe  difcharge  of  feveral  fcrophulous 

abfedfes. 
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abfce  fifes,  with  a fucceffion  of  which  he  has 
been  grievoufly  afflicted  for  feveral  years. 

Collections  of  pus,  or  fomething  like 
a purulent  fluid,  are  faid  to  have  been 
found  in  natural  cavities,  where  no  appa- 
rent difeafe  exifted  in  thofe  cavities ; and 
haye  been  thought  to  have  remained  in 
them  perfectly  inoffenfive,  and  have  not 
produced  the  heCtic  fever  of  abforption, 
whilfl:  thus  confined  from  the  external  air. 
But  thofe  collections  probably  did  not 
arife  from  any  fpecific  difeafe,  but  in  rea- 
lity confided  of  lymph,  detained  in  the 
natural  cavity  from  an  error  of  abforption, 
and  has  taken  on  a purulent  appearance, 
by  differing  in  this  quiefeent  date,  out  of 
its  proper  velTels,  a peculiar  decompofl- 
tion,  the  procefs  of  which  wre  are  igno- 
rant of.  And  as  all  animal  fluids,  ex- 
pofed  to  the  air,  out  of  the  courfe  of  cir- 
culation, are  liable  to  putrefaction,  this, 
by  an  opening  made  into  the  cavity  where 
it  is  lodged,  will  undergo  this  .change, 
§ and 
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and  occafion  inflammation,  ulceration,  and 
more  or  lefs  hedtic  fever  of  abiurpticn,  in 
proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  ulcerated 
furface,  But  there  rhuft  be  a great  dif- 
ference between  collections  of  this  kind 
and  thofe  arifing  from  a morbid conkitu- 
tional  caufe  ; where,  as  in  fcrophula,  there 
is  a peculiar  acrimony,  and  great  deflruc- 
ticn  of  parts,  an  extended  ulcerated  fur- 
face,  and  large  abforption  from  it;  which 
is  found  by  experience  to  produce  a min- 
ing hectic  fever,  whether- the  cavity  is 
expofed  to  the  air  or  not. 

It  has  been,  fuppoled  that  afeer  puber- 
ty the  fymptoms  of  fcrophula  decline,  and 
at  the  acme,  or  perfection  of  full  growth, 
leave  the  patient,  and  do  not  appear 
a'gain  till  the  decline  of  life,  and  then  but 
feldom  and  (lightly.  But  the.fcrophulous, 
phthifis  pulmonalis,  which  happens  at  all 
periods  of  life,  and  the  pfoas,  or  lumbar 
abfeefs,  generally  happening  after  man- 
hood, with  the  lcrophulous  ophthalmia, 
and  lbme  other  affections  which  fe  often 

take 
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take  place,  before  and  after  the  middle 
age,  particularly  deafneft,  feem  to  prove 
that  this  difeafe  is  by  no  means  dormant 
in  the  conftitution  after  puberty,  but  ex- 
erts its  influence  in  a variety  of  forms,  in 
every  fubfequent  period  of  life 

The  lumbar  or  pfoas  abfcefs,  for  in- 
ftance,  feldom  or  never  appears  till  after 
the  full  perfection  of  growth  is  attained, 
that  is,  between  twenty  and  thirty  years 
in  forne  individuals,  and  in  every  period 
afterwards.  This  diftrefling  impofthu- 
mation  is,  I apprehend,  generally  leated 
in  the  lumbar,  or  the  facral  lymphatic 
glands,  and  always  in  a fcrophulous  con- 
ftitution; at  leaft  in  a number  which  I 
have  feen  in  a long  courle  of  practice,  I 
never  beheld  one  but  in  a fcrophulous 
fubjeCti  I have  feen  many  of  a vaft  ca- 
pacity, as  appeared  from  the  large  quan- 
tity of  matter  difcharged,  either  when 
they  burfted  fpontanecully,  or  were  open- 
ed by  the  knite : the  following  is  one  of 
the  number. 
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VI. 

A lady  of  upwards  of  fifty  years  of  age* 
who  had  been  married  near  thirty  years, 
and  I believe  never  had  been  pregnant, 
had  complained  for  feveral  months  of 
what  was  called  a lumbago,  with  a ienfa- 
tion  of  fulnefs  within,  and  accompanied 
with  fever.  She  was  of  a fcrophulous 
habit,  and  from  every  external  circum- 
fiance  feemed  to  poffefs  a quantity  of  the 
difeafe  in  the  extreme.  The  fymptoms 
gradually  increafed,  her  lower  extremities 
fwelledy  and  became  anafarcous;  which 
fymptom  extended  by  degrees  through  the 
cellular  texture  every  where,  and  was  ac- 
companied with  hedlic  fever  and  night 
fweats,.  which  exhaufted  her  exceedingly. 
She  was  treated  for  the  anafarea,  without 
any  internal  eolledtion  of  matter  being 
fufpedted.  But  foon  afterwards  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  Wafting  hedlie  fever  led 
to  a fufpicion  that  an  abforption  of  acrid 
matter,  from  a depofite  within,  was  the 
v . ; ■ • caule 
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caufe  of  this  fymptomatic  concomitant ; 
which  aepofite  at  length  became  evident, 
by  an  elevated  tumefaction  appearing  on 
one  fide  of  the  vertebrae  of  the  loins,  in 
which  matter  was  felt  to  fluctuate,  and  to 
point  outwardly,  with  no  other  covering 
than  the  integuments,  which  were  juft  read) 
to  burlt.  It  was  therefore  thought  neceflarv 
• to  make  an  opening  to  difeharge  the  mat- 
ter, which  inftantly  gufned  thro’  the  aper- 
ture, in  a jet  of  lome  feet  in  length ; and  be- 
tween two  and  three  quarts  of  an  acrid,  foe- 
tid, purulent  matter  was  difcharged,  which 
changed  a filver  instrument  paJSed  into  the 
opening  black.  Upon  examination  it  was 
found  that  this  matter  came  from  an  in> 
menfe  cyft,  which  feemed  to  fill  the  capa- 
city of  the  pelvis  i and  in  all  probability  die 
prendre  of  this  cyft,  full  of  matter,  upon 
the  iliac  veins,  was  the  caufe  of  the  ana- 
farcous  fwellings  in  the  lower  extremities, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  that  of  the  graved 
•uterus  does  in  pregnant  women. — The 
lady  was  .relieved,  and  remained  eafier  for 
■two  or  rhj-ee  days.;  birr  ,as  there  was  net 
D 2 the 
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the  leaft  fhadow  of  hope  for  her  recovery 
from  fuch  a malady  in  her  emaciated 
condition,  fhe  funk  gradually  under  the 
profufe  difcharge,  and  died  in  about  ten 
days  after  the  operation. 


n the  lumbar  or  pfoas  abfcefs  the 
matter  generally  defcends,  and  prefents 
itfelf  on  the  thigh*  below  Poupart’s  liga- 
ment, in  the  form  of  a tenfe  tumor,  on 
the  courfe  of  the  crural  Velfels.  Some- 
times it  defcends  lower,  and  appears  on 
the  back  of  the  thigh  towards  the  outfide, 
and  fometimes  under  the  glutsei  mufcles. 
In  either  of  thefe  determinations  it  gene- 
rally ends  fatally.  Indeed  I never  knew 
but  two  perfons  efcape  from  the  fatal  con- 
fequences  of  this  very  dangerous  impoft- 
humation ; and  thofe  were  where  the 
tumor  pointed  on  one  fide  of  the  lumbar 
vertebrae.  , 


The  firft  was  a Captain  J.  M.  in  the 
merchants’  fervice  in  this  port,  who  con- 
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fulted  me  refpecfing  a rumor  on  his  loins 
in  December  1778.  It  was  on  the  left 
fide  of  the  laft  vertebra  of  the  back,  and 
the  firft  of  the  loins : it  was  of  a hemi- 
fpherical  figure,  about  three  ihches  in  dia- 
meter, and  full  of  matter.  It  was  opened 
by  his  furgeon*,  and  three  times  the  quan- 
tity of  matter  was  difcharged  than  this 
tumor,  from  its  external  dimenfions, 
could  poflibly  contain.  The  cavity  of  it 
was  examined  by  the  finger,  but  its  bot- 
tom could  not  be  reached,  and  appeared 
to  be  far  beyond  the  flefiiy  mufcles  of 
back  and  loins,  and  alfo  the  vertebrae  -t 
and  in  fhort  appeared  to  be  a lumbar  or 
pfoas  abfcefs.  The  opening  was  treated 
in  the  ufual  wayj  and  after  a long  attend- 
ance of  his  furgeon  became  from  a lym- 
phatic difcharge  fiftulous.  And  as  fur- 
gery  could  not  explore  the  bottom,  a 
filver  canula  was  placed  in  it,  to  prevent 
any  accumulation  of  matter  from  the 
ihutting  up  of  the  external  orifice,  and  it 
was  left  to  nature. 

* Mr.  Crawforth. 

» 3 
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Matters  remained  in  this  ftate,  and  Mr. 
M enjoyed  good  health,  and  follow- 

ed hjs  profeffional  avocations  at  fea  with- 
out any  inconvenience;  when,  in  1785, 
after  a feverifh  indifpofition,  which  turned 
out  to  be  fymptomatic,  a tumor  appear- 
ed two  inches  and  a half  above  the  fiftula, 
where  the  canula  was.  This  tumor,  when 
it  was  fully  maturated,  was  opened,  and 
rather  more  matter  was  difcharged  than 
from  the  former,  and  with  it  a calcareous 
concretion,  of  the  fize  and  fhape  of  a 
horfe-bean,  freeable  to  prefture,  and  with- 
out laminae.  This  opening  remained 
fifculous  all’o  for  fome  time,  and  then 
healed.  Some  eighteen  or  twenty  months 
afterwards  another  calcareous  concretion* 
was  taken  out  of  the  fiftulous  opening 
where  the  canula  was  lodged.  Since  that 
time  the  lymphatic  difcharge  has  gradu- 
ally decreafed,  has  become  more  purulent 
for  many  months,  is  much  leflened  in 
quantity;  and  at  prelent  (February  1790) 

> r nr  A t“>  M ' ’ t 1 ."t f*  t •*  • ( 

* I have  fcen  many  findlac  concretion#  taken  out  of 
tlie  faITvary  duels. 

nothing 
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nothing  but  pure  pus  pafles  through  the 
canuia.  The  parts  around  it  are  found 
and  firm ; and  this  firft  fiftula,  which  is 
of  little  inconvenience  to  him  now,  will 
in  all  probability  fill  up  and  heal. 

VIII. 

The  other  inftance  was  in  a woman  of 
about  thirty-two  years  of  age,  who,  after 
the  birth  of  her  fourth  child,  fuffered 
much  from  a puerperal  fever;  but  efcap- 
ing  from  this  dangerous  difeafe,  fhe  com- 
plained of  what  was  called  a lumbago, 
with  a privation  of  motion  in  the  lower 
extremities.  Thefe  complaints  in  a fhort 
time  were  accompanied  with  fever,  which 
fbon  evinced  itfelf  to  be  the  fymptomatic 
fever  of  fuppuration,  and  afterwards  that 
of  abforption.  A tumor  at  length  lhowed 
itfelf  on  one  fide  of  the  lumbar  vertebra* 
full  of  matter:  it  was  opened,  and  at- 
tended by  Mr.  Crawforth,  and  diiV 
charged  a large  quantity  of  very  foetid 
pus.  This  difcharge  continuing,  Ihe  was 

D 4 wafted 
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wafted  to  a fhadow,  and  remained  fo  lame 
as  to  ufe  crutches  for  near  three  months! 
At  length,  tired  of  phyfic  and  ftugery,  fhe 
went  into  the  country  for  change  of  air, 
and  an  opportunity  of  getting  good  milk, 
and  returned,  after  an  abience  of  near  .two 
months,  perfectly  well;  has  had  two  chil- 
dren fince,  and  enjoys  as  good  health  now 
(February  1790)  as  ever  fhe  did  in  her  life, 

. But  the  moft  extraordinary  inftance  of 
a lumbar  abfcefs  which  I ever  faw  I fliall 
now  relate.  In  this  cafe  nature  manifeft- 

•w 

ed  a wonderful  power  of  relieving  herfelf 
at  different  periods,  and  of  preferving  this 
patient’s  life  for  near  thirty  years, 

IX.  ' 

A gentleman  of  this  town,  of  a thin 
habit,  and  lively  difpofition,  had  in  his 
youth,  for  fome  years  before  and  after  pu- 
berty, been  fubjeft  to  fcrophulous  impoft- 
'humations  in  the  lymphatic  glands,  in  the 
fieck  and  groins,  but  moftlyin  the  latter; 
t which 
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which  had  reduced  him  fo  low  as  to 
threaten  a confumption ; ceafing  at  length 
to  return  as  he  approached  manhood,  he 
perfectly,  recovered  his  health  at  that  pe- 
riod, and  therefore  flattered  himfelf  that 
he  had. outgrown  every  danger  from  this 
difeafe.  The  contrary,  however,  loon 
appeared.  After  he  had  attained  the 
acme  of  full  growth  he  was  affedted  with 
an  obtufe  pain  in  his  loins,  which  was 
attributed  to  gravel  in  the  kidneys,  and 
was  difregarded  for  fome  time.  But  the 
pain  growing  worfe,  and  being  attended 
with  frequent  chillinefs,  and  fubl'equent 
fjeverilli  heat,  lie  was  obliged  to  keep  the 
houfe,  and  apply  for  medical  affiftance ; 
but  he  received  no  relief  flom  this  aid, 
and  his  breathing  became  affedted,  ac- 
companied with  a dry  cough.  He  went 
on  thus  lor  lome  time,  growing  daily 
worfe,  with  the  increafing  difficulty  of  re- 
fpiration,  which,  with  the  hedtic  fever  and 
night  fweats,  became  very  alarming,  and 
reduced  him  extremely.  When,  being 
hr.  feized 
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feized  with  a more  violent  fit  of  coughing' 
than  ufual,  he  pumped  up  from  the  lungs 
a large  quantity  of  foetid  purulent  matter, 
without  any  pain ; and  although  the  ex- 
pectoration was  very  copious,  and  conti- 
nued long,  it  came  up  gently;  and,  inftead 
of  fatiguing,  always  relieved  him,  by  giv- 
ing more  freedom  for  refpiration.  The 
expeCtoraticn  continued  many  days,  but 
gradually  leffened  in  quantity:  his  fe- 
ver and  night  fweats  left  him;  his  appe- 
tite returned ; and,  after  lome  weeks,  the 
expectoration  ceafed,  and  he  foon  recover- 
ed his  health  and  fpirits.  From  this  time 
he  became  extremely  cautious  in  the  ar- 
ticle of  diet.  His  food,  which  was  plain, 
had  a large  fhare  of  milk  in  it,  and  he 
drank  water  for  his  only  beverage  all  the 
reft  of  his  life. 

About  two  years  after  this  efcape  he 
was  attacked  exactly  in  the  fame  way,  and 
with  the  fame  event.  And  this  extraor- 
dinary diforder  returned  every  year  or  two 
for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  except  with- 

‘ ' in 
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in  about  eight  or  ten  years  of  his  death, 
when  he  had  a truce  of  between  four  and 
five  years ; which  was  attributed  to  the 
difcharge  of  two  large  ifiues,  which  held 
about  five  peas  or  three  horfe-beans,  one 
on  the  infide  of  each  thigh,  a little  above 
the  knee ; and  it  is  aftonifhing  with  what 
a&ivity  this  man  ufed  the  exercifes  of 
walking  and  riding,  when  well,  notwith- 
ftanding  thofe  large  iffues.  He  derived 
great  benefit  from  afles  milk  after  every 
paroxyfm,  if  I may  fo  call  it,  of  his  dif- 
eafe,  in  recruiting  his  ftrength. 

I did  not  attend  him  profelTionally  for 
many  of  the  firft  years  of  this  very  lingu- 
lar cafe;  but  living  in  the  habit  of  inti- 
macy with  him,  I have  feen  him  many 
times  during  thofe  returns,  have  repeat- 
edly had  the  hiftory  from  himfelf,  as  well 
as  from  his  phyfician,  the  late  Dr.  Tayler, 
of  this  town,  who  converfed  with  me 
concerning  this  uncommon  cafe  every 
time  it  returned;  and  therefore  I can 
vouch  for  the  truth  of  what  is  here  relat- 
ed. 
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ed,  as  coming  within  my  knowledge,  for 
a fuccefiion  of  more  than  twenty-three 
years  of  this  gentleman’s  life. 

In  January  177  1 he  confulted  me  about 
a fwelling  on  the  outfide  of  his  left  thigh 
behind  the  trocanter  major.  It  was  a 
round  elevated  circuml'cribed  tumor, 
about  three  inches  in  diameter.  It  ap- 
peared to  be  full  of  matter,  but  neither 
inflamed  nor  painful.  It  was  poulticed 
fome  days,  the  fkin  became  thinner,  with 
little  difcolorationj  but  it  had  not  increal- 
ed  in  dimenflons  when  it  was  opened  by  a 
furgeon  of  charadter  here*.  The  matter 
which  iflued  from  the  opening  was  too 
large  in  quantity  to  be  confined  in  a tu- 
mor of  this  fize ; and  from  the  foregoing 
hiftory  it  was  not  difficult  to  guefs  from 
whence  it  came.  l,t  went  on  difcharging 
immenfe  quantities.  He  wafted  daily, 
and  could  only  move  with  crutches.  — In 
July  following  another  tumor  appeared 
below  the  groin,  which  being  opened  dif- 

* Mr.  Rober'.lon. 

: ..  : \ . \ . ..  charged 
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charged  alfo  a great  deal.  I here  was 
now  no  longer  a doubt  but  this  was  a true 
lumbar  abfcefs : and  that  the  matter  which 
had  occafionally  collected  for  fo  many 
years,  and  had  been  pumped  up  through 
the  lungs,  had  formed  always  in  the  left 
fide,  had  now  by  its  gravity  found  its  way 
downwards  by  the  pfoas  mufcle,  and  made 
its  appearance  externally.  This  poor 
gentleman  gradually  declined  from  the 
vaft  difeharge,  and  died  tabid  January 
1773.  Not  being  permitted  to  examine 
the  body,  all  that  we  can  fay  relating  to 
the  original  fite  of  the  colledtion  of  mat- 
ter mult  be  founded  on  conjefture,  as 
muft  alfo  the  way  that  the  matter  found 
its  way  into  the  lungs.  I fhall  leave  ana^ 
tomifts  to  account  for  this  wonderful 
economy  of  nature  in  relieving  this  man ; 

I fhall  only  remark  that  the  pus  w-as  never 
ftreaked  with  blood  which  was  coughed 
up  from  the  lungs.  _ r- 

Collections  of  matter  in  the  liver  have 
generally  been  aferibed  to  the  termination 

of 
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of  the  hepatitis,  or  inflammation  of  that 
vifcus  in  fuppuration ; both  in  this  coun- 
try, and  in  all  countries  between  the  tro- 
pics, either  in  the  Eaft  or  Weft  Indies, 
where  this  difeafe  is  particularly  endemi- 
al  to  the  climate.  As,  however,  impoft- 
humes  fometimes  happen  in  the  livers  of 
fcrophulous  fubjeCts,  without  any  very 
acute  concomitant  inflammatory  fymp- 
toms,  we  may  without  {training  probabi- 
lity, as  the  liver  is  furnifned  with  name- 
rous  lymphatic  veffels,  and  feveral  lym- 
phatic glands,  refer  thole  collections  to  a 
fcrophulous  origin.  I have  leen  feveral 
cafes  of  this  kind  in  fcrophulous  confti- 
tutions,  which  led  to  this  conjecture. 

X. 

J W , Efq.  about  fifty-eight 

years  of  age,  of  a fcrophulous  habit,  from 
which  caul'e  his  head,  but  more  particu- 
larly his  eyes,  had  been  confiderab'y  af- 
fected after  manhood,  and  for  which  he  had 
many  years  two  ifiiies  in  his  back,  was 

in  ’ 
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in  February  175 6 attacked  with  an  ob- 
tufe  pain  in  the  right  hypochondre,  with 
febrile  heat  and  third:,  but  was  not  con- 
fined to  his  bed  by  it.  Many  means  were 
tried  in  vain  by  his  phyficians  to  relieve 
him.  A manifeft  enlargement  of  the  fide 
having  taken  place,  I was  defired  to  vifit 
him,  and  found  a fulnefs,  with  heat  and 
tenfion,  in  the  fide  affected,  painful  to  the 
touch,  widi  an  obfcure  fluctuation  of 
matter  deeply  feated  under  the  abdominal 
mufcles:  wherefore  it  was  agreed,  in  con- 
fultation  with  the  late  DoCtors  JLidder- 
dale,  Tayler,  and  Mr.  Young,  his  furgecn, 
all  refpeCtable  for  their  profdlional  know- 
ledge, to  have  it  opened ; which  ac- 
cordingly was  done  by  incifion  the  next 
day,  in  a flow  diileiting  manner  through 
the  teguments  and  mufcles,  until  the  pe- 
ritoneum was  laid  bare,  and  the  matter 
feen  plainly  through  it.  Upon  opening 
the  peritoneum  near  a pint  of  purulent 
matter  of  a yellowifh  tint,  fomething  like 
the  yolks  of  eggs,  ruffled  out.  The  aper- 
8 ture 


48  On  Scroph ulcus  dffefticns- 

ture  was  dilated  on  the  finger  introduced 
as  a directory;  and  this  finger  readily 
diftinguifhed  the  furface  of  the  liver, 
fmooth  and  even  for  a large  extent,  with- 
out any  opening  in  it.  So  that  this  col- 
lection appeared  to  be  contained  in  a fpace 
between  the  liver  and  peritoneum,  where 
they  had  been  united  by  an  inflammatory 
cohefion  ; and  had  it  not  been  timely  dif- 
charged  the  matter  would  have  burft  the 
boundaries  of  its  confinement,  between 
the  two  furfaces,  efcaped  into  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen,  and  deftroyed  the  pa- 
tient. 

The  fever  left  him  in  a day  or  two, 
and  every  thing  went  on  well,  the  wound 
contracted  daily j but  from  an  open  lym- 
phatic, that  difcharged  a prodigious  quan- 
rity  of  lymph,  which  no  art  could  reftrain, 
it  at  length  became  fiflulous,  and  was  left 
to  nature.  It  was,  however,  thought  pro- 
per for  him  to  wear  a fllver  canula  to 
give  vent  to  the  lymph ; for  if  the  exter- 
nal orifice  happened  to  clofe,  which  it  did 
• . „ twice. 
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twicey  pain,  tumour,  and  inflammation  en- 
fued;  which  was  not  removed  but  by  a 
difchargc  of  the  impacted  lymph,  which 
generally  became  purulent  by  a day  or 
two’s  confinement. 

After  wearing  the  canula  near  nine 
months  the  lymphatic  difcharge  flopped, 
the  ulcer  filled  up,  forced  out  the  canula,, 
and  remained  well  all  the  reft  of  his  life. 
He  loft  his  fight,  and  became  paralytic 
in  the  organs  of  fpeech,  about  1778,  and 
died  in  1780,  being  gradually  worn  out 
by  his  infirmities^  in  the  eighty-fecond 
year  of  his  age,  and’  twenty-four  years 
after  the  operation  was  performed. 

XI. 

In  1757  a poor  vagrant  boy  was 
brought  into  Lynn  workhoufe  to  be  taken 
eare  of ; he  was  about  ten  years  of  age, 
of  a deep  fcrophulous  habit,  and  was  ill 
of  a fever.  Two  days  after  his  admiffion 
he  fhewed  me  a tumor  about  the.iize  and 
fhape  of  half  a common  orange,  fituated. 

E below 
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below  the  cartilago  xiphoides  on  the  right 
fide,  and  occupying  a fpace  contiguous 
to  the  cartilages  of  the  three  firft  baftard 
ribs,  reckoning  downwards.  There  was 
a fludtuation  of  matter  under  the  integu- 
ments,  but  as  they  appeared  to  be  thick, 
a fuppurating  poultice  was  applied  two 
days,  when  it  was  opened  by  incifion, 
and  above  twelve  ounces  of  purulent  mat- 
ter was  difcharged.  This  large  quantity, 
far  exceeding  the  contents  of  a tumor  of 
fuch  external  dimenfions,  led  to  a fufpi- 
cion  that  the  abfcefs  was  deeply  feated. 
In  order  to  be  fatisfied  in  regard  to  its 
real  fite,  a finger  was  pafied  in  to  the 
opening,  by  which  it  was  found  that  the 
matter  had  aftually  iflued  through  an 
aperture  it  had  made  in  the  abdominal 
mufcles.  -The  openings  in  the  teguments 
and  mufcles  being  enlarged,  the  bottom  of 
the  abfcefs  came  in  view,  and  was  found 
to  be  in  the  fubftance  of  the  right  lobe  of 
the  liver.  From  this  inveftigation  it  feem- 
ed  to  appear  that  the  ftrong  inflammatory 

adhefion 
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adhefion  of  the  circumference  of  this  he- 
patic abfcefs  with  the  contiguous  perito- 
neum, was  fuperior  to  the  texture  of  th* 
abdominal  mufcles,  which  had  given  way 
to  the  fuppurative  power  of  the  matter  in 
this  curious  cafe. 

Notwithstanding  the  deep  fcrophulous 
conftitution  of  this  boy,  he  recovered  ra- 
pidly, the  abfcefs  filled  apace,  and  was 
well  when  he  was  difcharged,  about  two 
months  after  his  admifiion. 

XII. 

In  company  with  the  late  Mr.  Young, 
of  this  town,  I examined,  on  the  nth 
of  December  1758,  the  body  of  M. 
Parker,  a woman  of  about  forty  years  of 
age,  of  a fcrophulous  conftitution,  who 
died  tabid,  from  the  immenfe  difcharge 
of  a hepatic  abfcefs,  which  had  been  open- 
ed by  Mr.  Young  about  fix  months  be- 
fore. The  external  aperture  of  this  ab- 
fcefs was  on  the  right  fide  of  the  linea 
alba,  a little  below  the  xiphoid  cartilage. 

E 2 The 
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The  difcharge  had  been  very  large  and 
crude  for  a confiderable  time,  particularly 
when  fhe  was  in  a recumbent  pofture. 

On  opening  the  abdomen  we  found  the 
omentum  devoid  of  fat,  and  of  a dark 
colour.  The  ftomach  was  preternaturally 
thickened,  and  difplaced,  and  white  like  a 
bag  of  matter.  The  liver  adhered  firmly 
$o  the  diaphragm  alaove,  and  to  the  fto- 
mach, colon,  and  mefocolon  below>  which 
were  alfo  united  to.  one  another.  In 
tracing  the  finus  from  the  external  aper- 
ture, we  found  the  matter  lodged  in  a fac, 
whofe  beginning  was  in  the  Allure,  which 
divides  the  liver  into  the  greater  and  leffer 
Jobes.  This  fac  was  very  large,  and  ex- 
tended itfelf  backwards  over  the  ftomach, 
to  the  courfe  of  the  large  blood  veflels, 
palling  downwards  within  the- doubling  of 
the  mefentery,  at  its  rife  from  the  verte- 
brae j and  all  the  neighbouring  vifoera 
were  united  to  it,  or  rather  contributed, 
by  their  union  (by  inflammation)  to  each 
other,  to  form  a fac  or  receptacle  of  very 
§ capacious 
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capacious  dimenfions,  there  being  at  this 
time  more  than  two  pounds  of  matter  in 
it.  The  fubftance  of  the  liver  was  full  of 
matter,  for  pus  ifllied  from  every  incifion 
made  into  it.  The  gall-bladder  Was  a 
complete  fphere;  its  coats  were  thickened 
and  white,  and  its  cavity  was  filled  with  a 
clear  limpid  fluid.  No  veftige  of  the  duc- 
tus cyfticus  was  to  be  feen.  Theft  ap- 
pearances were  all  we  obferved ; for  the 
offenfivenefs  of  the  putrid  matter  con- 
tained in  the  fac  prevented  any  further 
profecution  of  our  enquiries.  ^ 

Scrophulous  inflammations  in  the  eyes 
appear  at  every  period  of  life ; and  this 
kind  of  ophthalmia  frequently  leaves  what 
the  common  people  call  a fpeck  in  the 
fight.  This  is  occafioned  by  an  ulcera- 
tion of  the  cornea  of  different  dimen- 
fions, which  continues  open,  and  difcharges 
for  fome  time.  When  this  ulceration 
heals  there  is  generally  a lofs  of  fubftance 
in  the  furface  of  the  cornea,  and  the  cica- 
trix is  deprefled  below  the  convexity  of 

E 3 this 
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this  coat;  and  by  this  alteration  in  its 
fhape  the  direction  of  the  refracted  rays 
of  light  to  the  retina  is  changed,  the  pic- 
ture therefore  becomes  imperfect,  and 
vifion  confufed : and  the  opacity  which 
frequently  remains  in  the  fear  adds  to  the 
confufion,  by  obftrudting  the  paffage  of 
many  of  the  rays  of  light,  which  are  re- 
flected inftead  of  being  refradted.  But 
worfe  confequences  than  thefe  happen : 
the  whole  of  the  cornea  is  fometimes 
involved  in  the  ulceration,  and  becomes 
totally  opaque  when  healed,  and  not  a 
fingle  ray  of  light  can  enter  the  pupil. 
Indeed  fome  inftances  occur  where  the 
whole  of  this  coat  is  deftroyed;  the  aque- 
ous humour  of  courfe  is  gone  for  ever, 
the  iris  is  left  naked,  and  the  cryftalline 
humour,  projecting  half  way  through  the 
pupil,  is  become  denfe,  and  of  a milky 
hue.  And  fometimes  the  intenfe  heat  of  the 
inflammation  as  it  were  bakes  the  cryf- 
talline, when  there  is  no  external  ulcera- 
tion, and  renders  that  humour  opaque, 

and 
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and  totally  impervious  to  the  rays  of  light. 
The  inflammation  on  the  conjunctiva  and 
ulceration  are  fometimes  productive  of  a 
kind  of  an  adventitious  carneous  covering, 
which  not  only  envelopes  that  coat,  but 
the  cornea  likewife ; and  by  confining  the 
acrid  difcharge  under  it,  has  occafloned 
thofe  irreparable  mifchiefs  which  have 
been  mentioned.  But  one  malady  is  per- 
haps more  diftreffing  than  any  yet  named, 
to  which  the  eye  is  lubjeCt ; and  that  is  a 
fuppuration  taking  place  within  the  globe 
of  the  eye  itlelf,  which,  after  deftroying 
the  beautiful  fymmetry  within,  the  ball 
burfts,  the  whole  contents. are  evacuated, 
the  eye  finks,  and  vifion  is  gope  for  ever. 
And  another  misfortune  is,  that  when  one 
eye  has  fuffered  in  this  manner  the  other 
fometimes  fhares  the  fame  dreadful  fate. 

Such  are  the  deftruCtive  effects  of  fcro- 
phula  on  this  wonderfully  beautiful  and 
delicate  organ  : all  which  I have  feen, 
and  can  with  truth  affirm  that  there  is  no 
exaggeration  in  the  relation. 

E 4 Ophthalmias, 
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Ophthalmise,  with  ulcerations  on  the 
cornea,  fometimes  happen  after  the  fmall- 
pox;  but  thefe  occur  chiefly  in  fcrophu- 
lous  habits,  unlefs  unfortunately  a vario- 
lous puftule  fhould  arife  on  the  cornea  it- 
felf;  inftances  of  which  I have  fometimes 
feen,  which  left  a fear  and  opacity,  even 
in  a mild  variety  of  the  difeafe. 

The  fcrophula  commits  no  lels  havock 
on  the  organs  of  hearing  than  it  does  on 
thofe  of  feeing,  both  before  and  after 
manhood,  and  fometimes  after  the  meri- 
dian of  life.  The  fuppurations  in  the  ear 
deftroy  the  tympanum ; the  malleus,  {ta- 
pes, and  incus  come  out.  The  delicate 
expanfion  of  the  auditory  nerves,  in  the 
membranous  linings  of  the  different  cavi- 
ties of  the  veftibulum,  cochlea,  femicir- 
cular  canals,  &c.  are  either  partly  or 
wholly  deftroy ed,  and  with  thofe  linings 
part  of  the  os  petrofum  fometimes  falls  a 
facrifice;  and  either  a partial  or  a total 
deafnefs  enfues,  according  to  the  parts 
deftroy ed. 


XIII.  In 
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In  the  cafe  of  a youth  of  feventeen  years 
of  age,  a large  portion  of  the  carious  os 
petrofum,  which  had  been  deftroyed  by  re- 
peated fcrophuious  impofthumations,  ex- 
foliated, prefented  itfelf  in  the  meatus  au- 
ditorius  externus,  and  was  extradbed  by 
his  furgeon,  Mr..  Crawforth,  in  my  pre- 
fence. It  feemed  to  be  a fragment  of 
another  loofe  portion  of  the  bone,  which 
remained,  and  which  could  not  be  got  at 
without,  confiderable  violence,  and  there- 
fore was  left  to  time.  A fungus  excrefcence 
fhewed  itfelf  foon  afterwards  in  the  mea- 
tus externus,  and  tilled  it  up.  Upon 
touching  of  this  excreflence  a fenfe  of 
giddinefs  came  on  ; and  if  the  finger  was 
prefled  upon  it  but  gently  a flight  ftupe- 
faftion  followed,  which  clearly  evinced  its 
contiguity  with  the  brain. 

In  about  fix  months  afterwards  this 
youth  had  a frelli  attack  of  inflammation 
and  fuppuration  in  thofe  parts ; and  from 

the 
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the  concomitant  phrenzy,  the  meninges, 
or  the  brain,  feemed  to  be  involved  in 
the  calamity.  This  attack  proved  fatal, 
and  upon  examining  the  contents  of  the 
cranium,  by  the  gentlemen,  who  attended, 
it  was  found  that  a large  fuppuration  had 
taken  place  in  the  meninges  and  brain 
on  that  fide,  and  that  a large  quantity  of 
matter  was  depofited  at  the  bafe  of  the 
cavity  of  the  fcull  there,  and  a portion  of 
the  os  petrofum  was  found  carious.  As 
I did  not  fee  this  myfelf,  I relate  it  from 
the  information  I received  from  the  gent- 
ile men  who  were  prefent. 

The  father  of  this  youth,  who  by  the 
number  of  fears  on  his  neck  carried  evi- 
dent marks  of  the  havock  which  the  fero- 
phula  had  committed  there  in  his  youth, 
was  deaf,  and  fubjedt  to  frequent  fuppu- 
rations  in  his  ears,  as  alfo  to  ophthalmia?. 
I attended  him  and  his  wife  and  children 
a great  many  years,  and  was  witnefs  to 
the  deftrudtion  made  by  the  difeafe  in  this 
fcrophulous  family.  The  mother  of  this 

youth 
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youth  bore  alfo  many  fimilar  marks  to 
"thofe  of  the  father,  was  fubjedt  to  ophthal- 
mia, and  died  of  a fcrophulous  phthifis. 
Of  the  ten  children,  who  were  the  product 
of  this  marriage,  one  only  arrived  at  man  s 
eftate.  He  is  ftill  living,  but  is  deaf, 
fubjedt  to  frequent  impofthumations  in  his 
ears,  and  to  ophthalmias.  Yet  this  young 
man  was  apparently  the  moft  infirm  ot 
their  offspring;  he  was  the  youngeft,  and 
the  moft  unlikely  to  live  of  the  whole 
number.  The  reft  of  the  family  died  at 
different  ages,  chiefly  of  confumptions. 
Two  of  the  girls,  of  eight  and  ten  years  of 
age,  of  impofthumations  of  the  brain,  fimi- 
lar  to  that  of  their  brother  before  men- 
tioned. All  of  them,  befides  glandular 
fuppurations  in  .other  parts,  were  fubjedt  to 
impofthumes  in  the  ears,  deafnefs,  and 
ophthalmias. 

\ 

I have  feen  the  organs  of  hearing  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  acrid  matter  in  the  angina 
maligna,  and  fcarletina  anginofa,  paffing 

from 
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from  the  fauces  through  the  Euftachian 
tubes  into  the  ears,  and  producing  corro- 
fion  and  ulcerations  of  the  parts  there. 
The  matter  in  thofe  cafes  finds  its  way 
out  through  the  meatus  auditorius  exter- 
nus,  and  with  it  commonly  the  fmall 
bones  of  the  ear  are  evacuated. 

The  tefticles  being  largely  furnifhed 
with  lymphatics  are  liable  to  be  affe&ed 
in  fcrophulous  fubjefts.  I have  known 
inftances  where  they  have  fuppu rated  and 
burft  from  this  caufe,  and  foul  ulcers  have 
remained  fome  months  in  them. — Some 
years  ago  a man  of  about  fifty 
^ A ■'  years  of  age  confulted  me  in  a 
cafe  of  this  kind,  and  both  the  teftes  were 
affected  in  fuccefiion  in  this  manner.  The 
firft  that  was  attacked  remained  leveral 

l 

months  in  an  ulcerated  ftate.  In  about 
the  fpace  of  a month  or  fix  weeks  after 
this  tefticle  got  well,  the  other  was  attack- 
ed in  the  fame  way : it  fuppurated  and 
burft  alfo,  but  healed  much  fooner  j and 
this  man  has  remained  well  ever  fince. 


But 
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But  fcrophulous  affections  of  the  tefti- 
cles  terminate  more  frequently  in  ichirrus 
than  in  fuppuration ; and  it  is  well  known 
that  this  laft  morbid  affe&icn  ends  often 
in  cancer.  And  all  the  abforbent  glands 
in  the  body  are  liable  to  partake  in  fuc- 
cefllon  of  thofe  different  morbid  affections. 
— Mr.  Cruikfhank  found  the  lumbar  glands 
in  the  body  of  a man,  whofe  left  tefticle  had 
formerly  been  extirpated  for  being  cance- 
rous, as  large  as  a child’s  head  at  the  birth, 
and  inclofing  the  vena  cava  inferior  and 
the  aorta  delcendens  fome  way. — 1 knew 
ap  inftance  of  a woollen-draper 
and  taylor  who  had  been  many  ' 

* years  affeCted  with  an  obftrudtion  to  the 
expulfion  of  the  faeces,  which,  upon  exa- 
mination by  a finger  in  ano,  was  difcover- 
ed  to  proceed  from  the  preffure  of  fome 
bodies  of  a firm  texture  againft  the  reCtum 
(which,  upon  further  inveftigation,  were 
found  to  be  hard  fchirrous  glands)  attend- 
ed with  great  pain,  upon  every  exertion 
in  going  to  ftuol.  Thefe  gradually  in- 

creafed 
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crcafed  in  magnitude,  and  at  length  totally 
prevented  the  defcent  of  folid  excrement, 
nothing  but  a fcanty  difcharge  of  liquid 
matter  palling  for  feveral  years.  This 
poor  man,  after  being  emaciated  to  a 
fkeleton,  and  fuffering  excruciating  tor- 
ments for  more  than  eight  years,  was  at 
length  releafed  by  death. 

Large  malfes  of  fchirrous  glands  about 

vJ  O 

the  uterus,  bladder,  and  re&urn,  muft, 
in  numerous  inllances,  prove  fatal.  Mr. 
Cruiklhank  tells  us  that  the  late  Dr. 
Hunter  attended  a woman  in  labour,  who 
could  not  be  delivered  in  the  natural  way, 
by  reafon  of  a tumor  on  the  fide  of  the 
pelvis,  which  prevented  the  child’s  head 
from  coming  down.  After  fhe  was  com- 
pletely exhaufted,  and  the  pains  gone, 
he  was  obliged  to  deliver  her  with  the 
crotchet.  The  child  of  courfe  was  loft. 
The  mother  fell  into  a fever,  and  died. 

The  ovaria  in  fcrophulous  females  are 

particularly 
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particularly  fubjedt  to  be  affedted  by  the 
difeafe,  and  from  the  morbid  ftate  fuper- 
induced  by  it  are  liable  not  only  to  fup- 
purate,  but  to  become  dropfical : and  like- 
wife  to  become  fchirrous,  and  afterwards 
cancerous. 

In  fome  female  fubjedt.s  menftruation 
never  takes  place ; and  the  barrennels  at- 
tending fuch  females  feems  to  be  owing 
to  the  difealed  ftate  brought  on  in  the 
ovaries,  by  fcrophula  and  its  confe- 
quences.  Such  fubjedts  have  generally 
a leucorrhaea,  and  the  uterus  in  them  is 
liable  to  become  fchirrous  and  cancerous, 
and  to  deftroy  the  patient.  Thofe  fub- 
jedts who  are-  afflicted  with  thefe  morbid 
affedtions  have  commonly  alfo  difeafed 
groupes  of  enlarged  and  indurated  lym- 
phatic glands,  either  in  the  inguina,  about 
the  mammae,  the  axillae,  fcmetimes  on  the 
neck,  and  no  doubt  in  many  places  inter- 
nally. Many  expedients  have  been  tried 
in  vain  to  bring  on  the  catamenia,  and  re- 
move barrennefs ; and  the  mineial  waters 

of 
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of  this  country,  as  well  as  thofe  on  the 
continent,  have  proved  equally  ineffedlual 
with  medicines. 

1 » 

Many  women  have  but  a fcanty  appear- 
ance of  the  ‘menfes  at  all  times,  and  the 
difcharge  is  not  only  fmall  in  quantity, 
but  of  fliort  duration;  perhaps  for  twenty- , 
four  hours,  frequently  lefs.  All  the  fub- 
jpfts  of  this  defcription,  that  I have  feen, 
were  deeply  affected  with  fcrophula,  were 
barren,  fubjeft  to  leucorrhaea,  and  alfo 
fometimes  to  a fchirrous  uterus,  indurated 
ftrumojus  glands  every  where,  and  there 
.is  little  doubt  but  the  ovaria  were  involv- 
ed in  the  calamity. 

From  the  foregoing  remarks,  it  feems 
to  appear  that  fchirrus  and  cancer  are 
confequences  of  a fcrophulous  habit.  It 
has  already  been  obferved  that  fchirrus 
frequently  happens  to  a ftrumous  gland, 
and  that  it  feems  to  be  the  other  of  its 
terminations,  when  the  gland  does  neither 
diffolve  and  difeufs,  non  fuppurate : and 
that  cancer  is.  known  to  fucceed  fchirrus. 

Therefore 
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Therefore  thofe  morbid  ftates  of  the  lym- 
phatic  glandular  fyftem,  from  thofe  cir- 
cumftances,  feem  to  be  only  varieties  in 
gradation  from  one  to  the  other,  in  par- 
ticular conftitutions  of  fome  fcrophulous 
fubjedts,  although  they  appear  to  take  on, 
in  fucceffion,  new  forms,  and  have  diffe- 
rent conclufions.  1 am  the  more  induced 
to  believe  this,  becaufe  I never  knew 
either  a fchirrus  or  a cancer  take  place, 
but  in  a fcrophulous  habit. 

There  is  a wonderful  conformity  in  the 
appearance  of  the  incipient  external  pro- 
grefs  of  fcrophulous  alfedtions,  and  the  ef- 
fects of  cancer.  The  lymphatic  glands  of 
young  fubjedts,  before  or  at  the  time  of 
puberty,  are  generally  affedted  in  a very 
confpicuous  manner,  and  this  appears  ex- 
ternally, and  obvious  to  the  fenfes.  The 
fame  fyftem  of  glands  is  particularly  af- 
fedted in  the  adult  fubjedt  labouring  under 
cancen  A concatenation  of  obftrudted 
glands  is  vifible  in  the  neck  and  other 
parts  of  the  young  fcrophulous  fubjedt. 

F A chain 
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A chain  of  a fimilar  kind  reaches  from  a 
cancerous  bread  of  an  adult  to  the  axilla. 
And  inftances  occur  of  this  kind  of  mor- 
bid affeCtion  in  cancerous  patients  extend- 
ing over  the  whole  external  glands  of  the 
lymphatic  fyflem,  in  large  groupes  (efpe- 
cially  in  females,  after  menftruation  .has 
ceafed)  and  it  may  be  concluded  over  all 
the  internal  ones  alfo.  The  morbid  af- 
fection of  the  juices  appears,  however,  to 
be  very  different  in  different  fubjeCts. 
Schirri  fometimes  remain  many  years  in- 
dolent, and  give  no  trouble;  and  even 
when  thofe  fchirri  become  cancerous  they 
are  frequently  inactive  for  a certain  given 
time.  And  hence  it  appears  that  thefe 
morbid  difpofitions  of  the  juices  are,  ac- 
cording to  fome  unknown  quality  inhe- 
rent in  them,  fometimes  How  and  fome- 
times rapid  in  their  activity  and  pro- 
grefilon.  A cancer  frequently  lies  dor- 
mant many  years.  I knew  an  inftance 
of  one  that  remained  fo  near  fifty  years. 
This  lady  confulted  Mr.  Che- 
felden  and  Dr.  Mead.  The 

knot 
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knot  was  in  her  left  breaft,  and  was  de- 
clared to  be  an  occult  cancer.  She  was 
advifed  to  do  nothing  to  the  breaft,  but 
to  avoid  every  prefTure  or  irritation  upon 
it;  to  take  the  millipedes,  which  Hie  did 
all  her  life  afterwards,  and  ufualiy  fwal- 
lowed  them  alive ; and  to  ufe  a milk  diet. 
At  length,  when  fhe  was  upwards  of  fe- 
venty,  a fanies  colle<5tion  formed  in  the 
breaft,  it  burll,  ulcerated,  and  the  ablbrp- 
tion  of  the  acrid  matter  difordered  the 
whole  lymphatic  fyftem ; and  the  patient, 
after  fuffering  excruciating  torture  for  feven 
or  eight  years,  died  actually  tabid. — I have 
feen  feveral  fimilar  cafes,  and  no  doubt 
many  luch  happen  frequently  in  pradtice. 

XVII. 

About  twelve  years  ago  a gentlewoman, 
of  thirty-four  years  of  age,  of  a thin,  and 
very  fcrophulous  habit,  who  had  been 
married  many  years,  and  never  had  been 
pregnant,  whole  periodical  dicharge  of 
catamenia  was  very  fcanty,  and  of  fhortr 
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duration;  and  who,  in  the  intervals  be- 
tween the  periods,  was  diftreflfed  with  leu- 
corrhaea,  afked  my  advice  refpedting  a 
fmall  knot,  of  about  the  fize  of  a pea,  fi- 
tuated  immediately  under  the  fkin,  at  a 
little  diftance  from  the  edge  of  the  right 
mamma,  towards  the  axilla.  The  glands 
of  the  breafts  were  meagre  and  flat,  very 
little  fat  was  in  the  cells  of  the  adipofe 
membrane,  and  not  a Angle  obftrudted 
gland  was  to  be  felt  any  where  near  it. 
A few  indeed,  a very  fmall  degree  en- 
larged, were  on  each  fide  of  the  neck,  a 
little  below  the  ears.  As  it  gave  no  un- 
eaflnefs,  nodiing  further  was  diredted,  but 
to  avoid  comprefiion  and  irritation  of 
every  kind,  and  to  pay  fome  attention  to 
her  diet.  I did  not  fee  her  afterwards 
for  feveral  months ; and  then  found  that 
the  knot  had  increafed  confiderably  in 
magnitude,  and  alarmed  her.  It  went 
on  increafing  gradually,  and  at  the  end  of 
twelve  months  from  my  firft  feeing  it  it 
had  become  as  large  as  a hen’s  egg,  but 

of 
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of  a different  fhape,  and  had  taken  on  a 
livid  cancerous  afpeft,  attended  with  great 
pain.  It  was  therefore  determined  in 
confultation  to  have  it  removed  by  the 
knife,  which  was  accordingly  done.  Upon 
cutting  it  afunder  afterwards,  to  examine 
its  texture,  it  was  found  to  conflft  of  fe- 
veral  coats,  with  a fluid  between  them, 
and  adhering  to  each  other  in  different 
places,  the  external  of  which  was  of  a 
callous  hardnefs,  more  than  one  eighth  of 
an  inch  in  thicknefs ; the  reft  were  neither 
fo  hard  nor  fo  thick  as  this,  and  writhin 
the  innermoft  there  was  near  an  ounce  of 
a lymphatic  liquor.  The  wound  healed 
without  trouble  in  a fliort  time. 

In  about  three  years  afterwards  this 
lady  was  alarmed  by  the  appearance  of 
another  glandular  knot,  ftmilar  to  the 
former,  at  the  upper  margin  of  the  fear. 
This  likewife  advanced  gradually,  became 
much  larger  than  the  former,  and  more 
alarming  in  the  fpace  of  a year.  This 
tumor  was  alfo  extirpated,  and  the  wound 
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healed  without  much  trouble.  But  in 
little  more  than  a year  after  it  healed  the 
mamma  itfelf  became  greatly  difeafed, 
and  adhered  to  the  parts  beneath  it,  The 
chain  of  glands  from  it  to  the  axilla  be- 
came enlarged.  The  breaft,  now  become 
a cancer,  ulcerated,  and  difcharged  a cor- 
rofive  ichor.  The  ulceration  fpread,  the 
abforption  from  it  was  cdnfiderable,  and 
not  only  infe&ed  the  other  breaft,  but  all 
the  abforbent  glands  in  the  body,  with  this 
cancerous  difpofition,  and  deftroyed  her 
in  about  three  years  after  the  ulceration  of 
the  breaft  took  place.  I faw  her  about  a 
month  before  fhe  died,  and  think  there 
could  not  be  a more  diftreffing  ohjecft.  She 
was  in  conftant  torture ; a fcruple  of  opi- 
um, once  in  twelve  or  fourteen  hours,  hard- 
ly afforded  a fmall  truce  to  her  fufferings. 
Her  head  was  motionlefs,  from  a concate- 
nation of  large  difeafed  glands  on  each 
fide  of  her  neck,  from  the  head  to  the 
clavicles,  breafts,  and  axillae.  The  tone 
of  her  voice  was  changed,  fhe  fpoke  with 

difficulty. 
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difficulty,  and  could  fcarcely  fwallow. 
Which  laft  affections  appeared  to  ariie 
from  large  and  indurated  tonfils,  and  die 
preffure  of  the  tumid  glands  of  the  neck 
upon  the  trachea  and  cefophagus.  The 
abdomen  was  turgid,  and  groupes  of  dll- 
eafed  glands  appeared  in  the  mgmna. 
And  there  cannot  remain  a doubt  but  the 
mefenteric,  and  all  the  internal  abforbent 
glands,  were  equally  afiedted,  and  parti- 
cularly thofe  in  the  vicinity  of  the  rectum, 
as  ffie  had  much  difficulty  in  voiding  the 

faeces. 

I have  feen  the  vifcera  in  morbid  bodies 
ftudded  in  feveral  parts  with  hard  tumors 
of  different  dimenfions,  which  at  hi  ft  hght 
appeared  to  be  hydatids,  but  upon  cutting 
them  in  two  were  found  to  be  fimilar  to 
the  firft  fchirrous  knot  that  was  extirpat- 
ed in  the  above  cafe,  only  that  the  ex- 
ternal coat  was  of  a cartilaginous  haiunels. 
Thofe  fubjedts  appeared  to  have  been 
fcrophulous,  from  the  fears  of  glands 
T 4 which 
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’ which  had  fuppu  rated,  to  be  feen  in  the 
neck  and  other  places 

I am  inclined  to  think  that  fchirrus  in 
the  lungs,  with  or  without  tubercles ; in 
the  liver,  which  is  frequently  found  of  an 
immenle  fize  from  this  morbid  affedtion; 
in  every  conglomerate  gland  ; in  the  kid- 
neys ; and  in  every  conglobate  gland  of 
the  mefentery,  mefocolon,  or  any  where 
elfe  within  the  abdomen ; — and  alfo  in  all 
the  hollow  vifcera,  as  the  ftomach  intef- ' 
tines,  particularly  the  colon  and  redlum, 
and  likewife  in  the  bladder,  originates 
chiefly  from  a fcrophulous  caufe  ; as  I 
never  knew  thofe  fchirrous  affe&ions  exift 
but  in  a fcrophulous  habit,  as  has  been 
already  noticed. 

It  may  be  urged  that  fchirrus  of  the 
liver,  and  fubfequent  dropfy,  often  arife 
from  hard  drinking.  This  certainly  is 
fometimes  the  cafe;  yet  thofe  hard  drinkers 
may  be  of  fcrophulous  habits.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  frequently  fee  hard  drinkers, 

* Vide  cafe  xxxiv. 
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particularly  of  ardent  fpirits,  neither  af- 
flicted with  fchirrus  of  the  liver  nordrcpfy, 
but  die  fome  of  apoplexy,  others  of  phren- 
zy,  and  others  very  commonly  fink  under 
an  atrophy,  from  mere  inanition,  by  the 
tone  of  the  ftomach  being  deftrcyed,  and 
digeftion  and  nutrition  prevented,  by  this 
pernicious  practice. 

Having  gone  through  fome  of  thofe 
morbid  affections  in  the  foft  parts  which 
have  come  within  my  obfervation  from 
fcrophula,  I fhall  now  advert  to  others  to 
which  the  bones  are  liable  from  die  fame 
caufe. 
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SECTION  II. 

' ' ' t • * , • : 

AN  AT  OM  Y has  .taught  us,  that 
wherever  there  are  arteries  and  veins 
there  are  lymphatics  diftributed  through 
the  fyftem,  for  the  purpofes  of  the  animal 
economy.  It  has  been  already  obferved 
that  lymphatics,  therefore,  are  difperfed 
through  the  bones,  as  well  as  through  the 
foft  parts  of  the  body ; confequently,  when 
thefe  lymphatics  are  injured  by  the  fero- 
phula,  and  unable,  to  perform  their  func- 
tions, the  bones  will  become  affeded 
nearly  in  a fimilar  manner,  mutatis  mu- 
tandis , to  other  organic  parts.  The  bones 
therefore  in  fcrophulous  fubjeds  are  not 
only  liable  p be  affeded,  by  being  ex- 
pofed  externally  to  the  adion  of  the  mat- 
ter in  fuppurations  of  the  foft  parts  con- 
tiguous to  them,  but  alfo  by  the  adion  of 
die  fpecific  difeafe  internally  upon  the 

valcular 
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vafcular  fyftem  within  their  fubftance,  and 
the  follicles  of  the  membranes  containing 
the  marrow,  and  producing  in  them  in- 
flammation and  fuppuration  : or  by  this 
difeafe  attacking  the  ftru&ure  of  the  bones 
themfelves,  and  Superinducing  a lax  tex- 
ture, a molleties  oflium,  and  thereby  dis- 
tortions of  them. 

Whether  the  bones  are  attacked  from 
the  contiguity  of  fcrophulous  ulcerations 
without,  or  from  the  inflammation  and 
fuppuration  of  the  membranes  and  vefleis 
within  their  fubftance,  a caries  is  the  con- 
sequence ; and  that,  from  the  internal 
caufe,  is  generally  termed  a fpina  ven- 
tofa. 

Thefe  carious  bones  exfoliate  com- 
monly, and  the  whole  of  the  difeafed  part 
is  either  Separated  in  one  or  more  Solid 
pieces,  or  crumbles  away  in  Small  por- 
tions, whofe  Solidity  is  deftroyed,  or  Suf- 
fers a kind  of  Solution  in  the  pus,  and  is  dis- 
charged with  it  imperceptibly;  fads  that 
are  well  known ‘to  Surgeons  of  experience. 

In 
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In  either  of  thefe  ways  the  part  of  the 
bone  affedted  is  totally  removed,  and  the 
remaining  found  part  of  it  fuffers  in  gene- 
ral a confiderable  diminution,  and  the  long 
bones  of  the  extremities,  if  the  caries  has 
been  in  them,  of  courfe  become  fhort- 
ened. 

* 

The  whole  fubftance  of  the  long  bones 
js  fometimes  removed  by  exfoliation,  and 
replaced  by  a callus,  even  in  fcrophulous 
habits ; which  callus  confolidates  into 
bone,  not  perhaps  fo  well  formed  as  be- 
fore, but  able  to  give  (lability  to  the  limb 
afterwards. 


XVIII. 

I faw,  about  five  years  ago,  a caries 
tibia  in  a fcrophulous  girl,  about  fifteen 
years  of  age,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Hel- 
fham,  an  eminent  furgeon,  at  Stoke.  A 
large  abfeefs  had  been  forming  in  the  leg 
feveral  weeks  before  this  gentleman  faw 
it.  When  fhe  was  brought  to  him,  it 
was  deep  feated,  full  of  matter, . and  pof- 

fefled 
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fefied  the  whole  leg.  Upon  opening  it, 
he  found  the  tibia  denuded  in  nearly  its 
whole  length,  expofed  to  the  adtion  of 
the  matter,  and  carious.  After  treating 
it  with  great  attention  many  months,  the 
bone,  which  had  feparated  in  its  whole 
fubftance  by  exfoliation,  came  away : it 
is  five  inches  and  a quarter  in  length, 
it  is  jagged  and  uneven  at  the  extremi- 
ties, and  Ihorter  and  more  irregular  on 
one  fide  than  the  other,  as  molt  bones 
thus  feparated  generally  are,  and  is  in 
Mr.  Hellham’s  poffdlion.  The  girl  can 
walk  with  a (tick,  the  joint  of  the  knee 
remains  anchylofed,  the  new  bone  is 
crooked,  and  bent  in  towards  the  other 
leg. 

Mr.  Rand,  a furgeon  of  eminence,  at 
Snettilham,  had  a cafe  of  this  kind  under 
his  care  many  years  ago,  attended  with 
fimilar  fuccefs. 

There  are  many  cafes  of  this  fort  worthy 
our  obfervation  upon  record.  There  is 

a curious 
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a curious  inftance,  in  the  firft  volume  of 
the  Medical  Effays  of  Edinburgh,  of  an 
exfoliation  of  the  whole  body  of  the  tibia 
in  a girl  leven  years  old,  with  no  other 
injury  than  a bending  of  the  new  bone, 
by  walking  too  foon,  before  its  confo- 
lidation.  From  an  ulceration  and  exfoli- 
ation afterwards  of  fome  fragments  of  the 
bone  of  the  humerus  in  this  fubject,  there 
can  be  little  doubt  but  it  was  owing  to 
fcrophula.  There  is  another  in  the  fame 
paper,  of  a boy  of  twelve  years  of  age 
who  had  feven  inches  of  the  tibia  exfoli- 
ated, who  could  walk  without  any  other 
inconvenience  than  a ftiffnefs  at  the  heel. 
The  cafe  of  the  boy  recorded  in  the  fe- 
cond  volume  of  Medical  Inquiries  of  Lon- 
don, who  had  a large  portion  of  the  femur 
call  off,  and  afterwards  was  a miller,  and 
a ftrong  hearty  man,  with  no  other  defe£t 
than  a l'mall  bend  of  the  thigh,,  is  another 
extraordinary  inftance  of  the  refources  of 
•nature  to  reftore  parts  deftroyed.  And 
the  Supplement  to  this  paper,  by  the  late 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Hunter,  containing  an  account  of  a 
carious  tibia,  with  the  exfoliation  contain- 
ed within  the  new  callus,  is  another  ex- 
traordinary inftance  of  nature’s  efforts. 

It  will  take  up  too  much  of  the  reader’s 
time  to  give  other  inftances  from  authors 
of  this  kind : one  obfervation  is  obvious, 
they  all  happened  in  young  fubjedts,  moftly 
before  or  about  the  age  of  puberty,  and 
mod:  probably  from  a lcrophulous  caule, 
although  that  circumftance  is  omitted  in 
the  relations. 

It  appears  from  the  above  obfervations, 
that  when  the  fubftance  of  the  dileafed 
bone  exfoliates  in  a folid  form,  the  loll 
part  is  renewed  by  a callus,  which  confoli- 
dates ; and  the  patient  fuffers  little  incon- 
venience afterwards,  but  what  ariles  from 
a deformity  of  the  new  bone,  which  might 
be  prevented  by  keeping  the  limb  in  a 
natural  pofition,  and  not  attempting  to 
bear  upon  it  until  it  has  acquired  due  l'oli- 
dity  and  firmnefs.  But  when  the  carious 
bone  crumbles  awav,  and  is  in  a manner 
9 dilfolved 
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diffolved  in  the  pus,  the  cafe  is  very  dif- 
ferent : there  does  not  appear  to  be  ma- 
terials furnifhed  equal  to  form  a callus  to 
filpply  the  place  of  the  bone  thus  remoy, 

ed ) the  limb  dimiriifhes  in  lize,  and  is 

, » . 

fometimes  Ibrunk  to- one  third  of  its  na^ 
rural  dimenfrons.  There  are  inftances 
where  the  fluid  is  confined  in  contadl  with 
the  folid  bone,  and  there  is  no  external 

ulceration,  or  communication  with  the  c^- 

. . • ■ «• 

vity  of  the  tumor.  This  folid  fubftance 
adlually  diffolves  in  the  fluid,  and  is  anni- 
hilated, as  fhall  hereafter  be  particularly 

noticed.  *L  ^ 

If  the  fcrophulous  canes  is  feated  in 
any  of  the  fmall  bones  of  either  extremi- 
ties, the  bone  affedted  is  foon  destroyed  y 
and  if  more  than  one,  they  caft  off  in  fuc- 
ceffipn,  and  the  member  of  which  they 
fo'i'rh  part  is  mutilated  and  deformed  for 
tvev  after. 

The  articulations,  like  the  bones,  are 
attacked  externally  and,  internally  by.the^ 
fcrophifia.  The  Internal,  affedtions  which. 
• t7'1  w * I have 
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I have  feen,  had  their  feat  either  in  the 
glandular  or  the  adipofe  parts  and  abfor- 
bents  within  the  capfular  ligament,  or  in 
the  fpungy  texture  of  the  ends  of  the 
bones  themfelves.  The  external  occupied 
die  bur  fas  mocofse,  tela  cellulofa,  and  lym- 
phatics communicating  with  them:  and 
the  danger  was  more  or  Iefs  according  to 
the  parts  affected.  Tnofe  feated  within 
the  cavity  of  the  joint,  or  within  the  tex- 
ture of  the  bones,  were  the  moft  dange- 
rous and  difficult  to  manage  : the  caries, 
when  deeply  feated  among  the  cancelli  of 
the  bones,  feldom  admitting  of  a cure ; 
but  that  caries  produced  from  fuppura- 
tions  within  the  caplular  ligament  fbme- 
times  did  ; but  this  was  in  confequence  of 
an  anchylofis. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  fay  how  the  anchylofis 
is  brought  about,  but  it  is  probably  in  the 
following  manner.  The  cartilages  being 
eroded  by  the  matter,  the  furface  of  the 
bones,  now  expofed  to  its  aftion,  become 
fuperficially  carious,  and  fuffer  an  infen- 
^ Able 
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fible  exfoliation  of  this  difeafed  part,  which, 
with  the  morbid  floughs  of  the  cartilages, 
and  other,  viz.  the  foft  parts,  may  be  dif- 
folved  in  the  pus  formed  by  fuppuration, 
abforbed  with  it  (the  abforption  of  the 
pus  being  evident  from  the  concomitant 
hedlic  fever)  carried  into  the  courfe  of  th$ 
circulation,  fecreted  and  difcharged  with 
other  effete  parts,  by  the  proper  emunc- 
tories  and  an  anchylofis  is  farmed  by  the 
ofteogeneous  materials,  iflliing  from  the 
vafcular  fyftem,  employed  in  carrying  nu- 
triment to  the  different  bones  concerned 
in  conftituting  the  difeafed  joint,  and  the 
aggregate  of  the  different  conftituent  parts 
of  it  confolidates  into  one  mafs;  in  fhort, 
forms  one  bone  in  a manner  exactly 
fimilar  to  the  formation  of  the  callus, 
which  unites  and  confolidates  into  one 
the  feparated  fragments  in  compound  frac- 
tures of  the  large  bones  of  the  extrenii- 
tie's  (<?.  g.  the  tibia)  where  there  is  a lofs 
offubftanceofthe  bone  • a procefs  render- 
ed evident  to  every  furgeon  in  thofe  cafes, 

§ b.y 


On  Scrophulous  A ff eft  ions.  83 

i . ' • . ' , f . , 4 • * 

by  an  ocular  demonftration  of  this  curious. 
fa£t ; where  a mafs  of  carneous  matter  of 
a vafcular  texture,  pofiefiing  the  living 
principle,  is  firft  formed,  which  in  due 
time  gradually  takes  on  the  folidity  of 
bone. 

Effete  or  difeafed  folid  parts,  which  are 
become  unfit  for  the  purpofes  of  life,  are 
believed,  upon  good  foundation,  to  be  re- 
* moved  by  abforption  but  the  procefs  by 
which  this  is  effected  is  not  perfectly 
agreed  on  by  phyfiologifts.  Some  think 
that  they  are  taken  up  in  a folid  form,  but 
do  not  fay  how  they  are  to  pafs  the  fecre- 
tions  and  be  carried  out  of  the  body. 
That  the  foft  minute  mouths  of  the  lym- 
phatics, invifible  even  with  the  aid  of  the 
microfcope,  fhould  be  calculated  to  abrade 
and  gorge  (if  I may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
prefiion)  the  folid  fubftance  of  bone,  car- 
tilage, &c.  I own  is  incomprehenfible  to 
me.  And  if  this  was  really  the  cafe,  how 
are  thole  folid  matters  to  pafs  through  the 
courfe  of  the  circulation,  in  capillary  ve£- 
G 2 fels, 
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fels,  without  caufmg  a new  difeafe  ? Or 
how  are  they  to  pafs  through  the  fecretory 
organs  ? I therefore  think  that  this  is  not 
the  fa£t;  but  that  the  folid  parts  firft 
undergo  a folution  in  a liquid  menftruum ; 
and  in  this  fluid  form  are  abforbed  by  the 
lymphatics,  mixed  in  the  natural  courfe 
of  the  lymph  with  the  circulating  blood, 
fecreted  from  it  in  a fluid  ftate  afterwards, 
and  expelled  thro’  the  proper  emundtories. 
—I  fhall  not  enter  into  a difeuflion  of  this 
matter,  I fhall  only  obferve,  that  we  can 
eafily  conceive  the  poflibility  of  folution 
and  fubfequent  abforption  to  be  the  moil 
probable  economy  of  nature  in  this  bufi- 
„nefs.  We  certainly  know  that,  by  the 
procefs  of  digeftion  and  chylification,  the 
materials  for  the  nourifhment  of  the  body, 
and  fupply  of  the  wafte  effete  parts,  which 
-2re  removed  as  ufelefs,  is  furnifhed  in  a 
fluid  form ; and  that  they  are  feledtedand 
: feparated  from  the  mafs  of  blood  in  cir- 
culation by  the  unerring  hand  of  nature, 
in  a way  which  we  are  ignorant  of.  As, 

however, 
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hbwever,  thefe  mu  ft  pafs  through  the  mi- 
nuteft  feries  of  veftels  to  fulfil  their  defti- 
nation,  it  is  natural  to  fuppcfe  that  when 
this  is  effected  the  redundancy  and  re- 
moved parts  fhould  as  readily  pafs  cfF  ill 
a ftate  of  folution  in  a fluid  form  by  the 
fmall  lymphatics,  and  be  expelled  in  the 
natural  way  by  the  fecretory  organs,  as 
the  nutritive  matters  were  conveyed  into 
the  habit. 

It  may  be  urged  that  folid  matters  are 
often  found  in  the  abforbent  fyfterh. 
True.  But  this  never  can  be  the  cafe  in 
a healthy  ftate  of  the  functions ; but  is 
undoubtedly  the  effeft  of  difeafe,  and 
moft  probably  of  that  which  is  the  fub-. 
jecft  of  this  paper.  The  cafe  related  by 
Mr.  Chefton,  of  Gloucefter,  in  the  feven- 
tieth  volume  of  the  Philofophical  T ranf- 
adtions,  cf  the  thoracic  dutt  being  plug- 
ged up  by  an  offification,  was  evidently 
owing  to  a morbid  ftate  of  the  abforbent 
fyftem,  and  the  number  of  tumors  rn  a 
eonfufed  rfiafs  'filling  up  half  the  pelvis, 
G 3 and 
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and  containing  fchirrous  cartilage.,  bone, 
and  ftone.  The  fchirrous  coats  of  the 
bladder,  and  numberlefs  other  morbid  ap- 
pearances, feem  to  evince  the  original 
exiftence  of  a fcrophulous  diathefis  in  this 
fubjedt ; and  cannot  be  adduced  in  proof 
of  the  power  of  ablorbing  of  folid  mat- 
ter in  a folid  form,  either  in  a difeafed  or 
a healthy  fubjedt.  From  the  experiments 
of  the  French  academicians,  Du  Hamel 
and  HereiTant,  by  feeding  hogs  with  mad- 
der, it  is  proved  that  the  earth  of  the  bones 
is  the  fubltance  which  is  conftantly  remov- 
ing and  renewing  in  their  texture,  in  a 
natural  Fate,  and  that  the  cartilaginous 
part  of  their  ftrudture  is  not  fubjedt  either 
.to  the  wafte  or  renovation.  This  is  con- 
firmed  by  Haller  and  Stoerck.  And  it 
was  proved  by  the  experiments  of  thefe 
gentlemen,  that  it  was  this  earth  only 
.which  was  tinged  with  the  madder  in  the 
•coloured  bones,  by  the  ^colour  being  re- 
moved with  the  earth,  which  was  totally 
diffolved  by  macerating  the  bones  in  acids, 

whilft 
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whilft.the  cartilaginous  part  of  the  bone 
was  left  colourlefs,  entire,  and  undiminHh- 
ed  by  the  acid.  Du  Hamel  found  that 
the  whole  of  the  earth  of  the  bones  of  a 
young  hog  was  entirely  changed  in . fix 
weeks. 

When  urine  is  frefh  made  by  a healthy 
perfon  it  is  perfectly  limpid,  diaphanous, 
and  homogeneous,  and  not  a fingle  par- 
ticle of  earthy  matter  is  to  be  difcovered 
in  it  even  by  the  help  of  glaffes..  If  it 
ftands  in  a quiefcent  ftate  in  a glafs  veffel, 
a decompofi.tion  takes  place ; probably  by 
the  efcape  of  that  univerfal  principle  in 
nature,  fixed  air  (the  aereal  acid  by  fome) 
which  held  the  folid  matters  in  a ftrte  of 
folutipn  in  the  aqueous  part  of  it,  the  fe- 
veral  materials  of  this  compound  fluid  are 
feparated,  new  attractions,  and  new  com- 
pofitions  take  place ; the  folid  matters 
leaving  the  fluid  menftruum,  incruftations 
of  an  earthy  and  faline  nature  form  upon 
the  fides  and  bottom  of  the  vefiel.  Here 
then  we  have  proof  of  folid  matter  held 
, G 4 in 
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in  a ftatc  of  perfect  folution,  in  a fluid  fe- 
creted  from  the  blood,  and  the  earth  is 
certainly  the  earth  of  the  bones. — Mr. 
Sheldon  fays,  that  by  experiment  the  cal- 
culus in  the  bladder  of  an  animal,  whofe 
bones  are  coloured  by  feeding  on  madder, 
■will  be  found  coloured  with  it  alfo ; and 
tells  us.  that  Mr.  Hunter  fed  himfelf  with 
madder,  and  that  he  fbund  the  earth  at- 
tracted by  the  iides  of  the  veffel  in  which 
his  urine  was  made  was  of  a red'  color  *. 

When  a quantity  of  extravafated  blood' 
happens  to  be  confined  long  contiguous 
to  a bone,  that  bone  will  become  carious, 
and  luffer  an  erofion  and  lofs  of  fubftance 
in  that  part  which  is  expofed  to  this 
blood,  and  appears  as  if  the  part  removed 
was  actually  melted  down  and  diffolved 
in  it,  which  we- believe  to  be  literally  the 
cafe. 

Bones  which  are  expofed  to  comprefiion 
by  tumors,  as  the  different  kinds  of  fcro- 
. iphulojus  and  encyfted  tumors,  which  are 
n 3 ? Sheldon’*  Abforbent  Syftcm,  p.  30,  31-.  J 
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fbmdtinles  buried  in  excavafatiorfs  of  the 
bones ; and  alfo  aneurifmal  tumors, ^ as- 
thofe  of  aorta,  become  carious,  and  fuf-» 
fer  a lofs  of  fubftance  In  the  parts  com- 
preffed  by  die  tumors.  This  prima  facie 
is  in  favour  of  the  abforption  of  the  bone 
in  a foiid  form.  Bur  if  it  be  confidered, 
that  wherever  there  is  fb  conflderable  a 
preffure  as  to  deftroy  bone,  there  muft  be 
an  obftruftion  in  the  different  veffels  which 
carry  on  the  circulation  in  this  place,  and 
that  no  obftru&ion  can  happen  without 
an  accumulation  of  fluids  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  obftrudted  parts  j and  thefe  fluids, 
which  are  often  to  be  found  in  a ftate  of 
purulency  upon  the  very  furface  of  the  in- 
jured bones  in  thofe  cafes,  may  furnifh  a 
menftruum  to  dilTolve  this  ofleous  matter* 
and  render  it  fluid  enough  to  be  taken  up 
by  the  neighbouring  abforbents. 

In  no  inftance  is  the  power  of  abforbing 
effete  and  morbid  matter  more  evident  than 
in  the  operative  aid  given  by  cauftics,  in 
cafes  of  fcrophulous  caries  of  the  vertebra. 
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firft  inftituted  by  the  ingenious  Mr.. Pott. 
In  thofe  cafes  the  carious  bones  are  dif- 
fqlved  in  the  matter  furrounding  them, 
abforbed  with  this  matter,  and  difcharg- 
ed  partly  by  the  fecretions,  and  partly 
by  the  large  iiTues  made  by  the  cauflic ; 
new  adtions  take  place  in  the  difeafed 
parts,  and  an  anchylofrs  is  formed.  But 
to  return  to  the  more  immediate  confide- 
ration  of  our  fubjedt. 

When  the  fcrophula  attacks  the  bones 
Or  their  articulations,  there  is  this  pecu- 
liarity fometimes  takes  place  : — one  limb 
or  one  joint  is  affedted  feverely,  whilit  its 
existence  is  fcarcely  to  be  perceived  in  the 
refb  of  the  body  and  other  extremities. 
— I have  fcen  inftances  where  one  foot 
was  only  attacked,  and  all  the  bones  of 
the  metatarfus  and  toes  have  call  off, 
and  the  patient  has  recovered  and  trod 
upon  the  tar  fas  ever  afterwards.  I have 
ften  inftances  when  all  the  bones  of  the 
foot  but  the  heel  and  toes  were  deftroyed, 
with  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  of  the  leg^ 
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apd  from  the  lefs  01  fobftance  of  thcfe 
bones  the  leg  was  fhrivelled  up,  or  reduced 
to  one  third  of  its  natural  dimenfions,  and 
the'  patients  walked  afterwards  with  the 
knee  refting  on  a common  wooden  leg. 
And  whilft  all  this  deftniction  was  going 
on  in  the  devoted  limb,  the  increment, 
and  perfection  of  all  the  reft  of  the  frame, 
have  continued,  with  little  apparent  inter- 
ruption, with  great  fy mmetry  of  proportion 
and  beauty  (inftane.es  which  I could  now 
produce)  until  the  body  attained  its. foil 
growth. 

It  is  by  no  means  uncommon  for  one 
knee  only  to  be  injured,  where,  fuppura- 
tions  enfuing  in  the  cavity  of  the  joint, 
the  extremities  of  the  tibia  and  femur,  and 
the  patella,  are  expoled  to  the  influence 
of  the  acrid  matter,  and  rendered  carious, 
whilft  the  body  and  other  extremities  ap- 
pear to  be  unaffected  with  the  difeafe. 
This  is  a diftreffing  cafe,  and  is  commonly 
called  a white  fwellingp  and  amputation 
is  but  too  often  the  only  expedient  left  to 

cur 
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cut  off  die  foutce'of  acrid  pus,  prevent  its 
abforption  and  heCtic  fever,  and  the  pa- 
tient's dying  tabid.  Yet  now  and  then 
an  anchylofis  takes'  place,  and  die  patient 
has  the  good  fortune  to  efcape  with  a ftiff 
knee. 

The  fcrophula  fometimes  feizes  the  ar- 
ticulation of  the  head  of  the  femur  with 
the  acetabulum  coxendicis,  and  the  bones 
of  this  joint  are  the  only  parts  of  the  frame 
involved  in  this  calamity.  The  acetabu- 
lum and  head  of  the  femur  become  cari- 
ous, and  the  latter  being  fometimes  clif- 
folved  and  deftroyed,  a diflocation  appears 
to  follow  from  this  internal  caufe;  the 
femur  is  loofe  at  the  joint  and  eafily 
moveable  upwards  or  downwards,  above 
or  below  the  cavity,  and  at  length  ac- 
tually becomes  fhortened.  One  inftance 
among  many  which  I have  feen  is  daily 
before  me.  From  the  acrid  matter  col- 
lected in  thofe  parts,  in  cafes  of  this  kind, 
the  miferable  patient  undergoes  all  the 
Vlciffitudes  of  the  mining  heCtic  fever  of 

abforption. 
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abforption,  which  but  too  frequently  de- 
ftroys  him.  - 

I have  ieen  fomc  cafes  of  patients  la- 
fouling  under  a fcrophulous  affe&ion  in 
the  articulation  of  the  head  of  the  femur, 
where  an  anchylofis  has  fortunately  taken 
place,  and  the  patients  have  of  courfe  re- 
mained lame  for  the  reft  of  their  lives;  and 
it  was  curious  to  obfet  ve,  after  their  reco- 
very, the  expedient  neceffity  pointed  ouf 
to  alleviate  this  diftrefiing  misfortune.  — - 
As  the  femur  and  ofla  innominata  were 
now  become  one  bone,  the  lame  limb  was 
moved  on  the  aggregate  articulations  of 
the  lumbar  vertebrae,  and  that  of  the  laft 
vertebra,  with  the  os  facrum,  but  more 
confpicucufly  on  the  articulation  of  the 
other  thigh  bone,  with  the  acetabulum, 
the  head  of  this  femur  becoming  a central 
point  of  motion,  upon  which  the  outfide 
of  the  oppofite  part  of  the  pelvis,  and  the 
other  femur  with  the  anchylofed  joint,  de- 
ferred a portion  of  an  arch  cf  a circle 
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every  time  trie'  lame  limb  was  advanced 
forward  in  walking. 

I was  confulted  many  years  ago  in  a 
very  extraordinary  fcrophulous  affection 
of  the  thigh,  which  commenced  at  the 
articulation  of  tire  head  of  the  femur, 
with  the  acetabulum  coxendicis,  and  was 
followed  by  an  actual  folution  of  that  folid 
6one  downwards,  in  a fluid  contained  in 
a cyft  of  immenfe  dimenfions,  which  pof- 
feffed  the  fite  of  this  bone.  This  cafe, 
with  fome  others  on  medical  fubje&s,  were 
lent  to  the  Philofophical  Society  of^Edin- 
burgh,  where,  I was  informed  By  the 
1 member  of  that  body  who  prefentcd  them, 
they  were  read  and  approved  of  in  1773 ; 
but  upon  inquiring  particularly  after  their 
fate,  when  this  fociety  obtained  the  royal 
charter  in  March  1783,  I was  informed 
that  they  all  had.  been  miflaid  and  long 
Iofj:.  Wherefore  as  this  cafe  is  conne&td 
with' the  fubjeft  under  confideration  in 
this  paper,  I have  taken  the  liberty  to 
giv<J  an  abftraft  of  it  in  this  place. 

XIX.  About 
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About  the  end  of  the  year  1758  a lady 
of  a ftrumous  habit'*,  aged  about  fifty-fix 
years,  complained  of  pain  and  lamenefs 
in  her  right  thigh,  which  continued  in- 
creafing  for  fome  months,  particularly  in 
the  articulation  of  the  os  femons  with  the 
coxendix,  where  the  pain  firft  began.  On 
getting  into  her  coach  one  day,  which  flie 
could  not  accomplifhj  without  afiiftance, 
file  felt,  as  fne  exprefied  it,  fome  thing  give; 
way  in  the  above  named  joint,  with  very 
acute  pain.  She  was  with,  difficulty  got 
home,  and  put  to  bed.  Various  means  were 
tried  by  her  f phyfician  and  furgeon  for  her 
relief,  but  it  was  more  than  two  months 

1 v i_>i.  * . » n , *,  . , if  , 4 . % ■ 

* Her  fpine  was  confiderably  curved,  the  fears  on  her 
heck  bore  teftimony  of  ferophulh.  in  early  life  ffhe  was 
fubjett  frequently  to  ophthalmia:  a, id  pulmonary  deflux- 
ions. — Her  hufband  :$  the  fubie<£l  of  the  fu  ll;  cafe  of  he- 
patic abfeefs  in  tl'.is  jv-iper.  , All  their  tld’c.entl^nt?  were 
icrophulous,  and  the  female;  ^Sifted  with  diftortions  of 
the  fpine.  ‘ 

f My.iate  worthy  friends.  Dr..  Xayler  and  Mr.  Young, 
a furgeon  of  great  knowledge  in  his  profeflion. 

before 


-96  Ok  Scr  opinions  Affections* 

before  (he  could  fit  in  her  chair  out  of 
bed,  and  above  three  before  Ihe  could 
move  about  the  room  with  the  help  of 
affiftar.te  and  crutches,  and  then  fhe  could 
not  bear  upon  the  lame  limb,  but  dragged 
it  ufelefs  after  her.  Some  months  after 
th\£  period  fhe  became  k>  very  lame  as  to 
be  confined  entirely  to  her  bed,  and  never 
afterwards  was  able  to  fit  up  any  longer 
than  to  have  it  made.  I was  defired  to 
vifit  her  the  firft  time  about  ei°;ht  months 
after  this  injury  happened : the  thigh  was 
then  very  much  fwelled,  and  appeared  to 
be  evidently  fome  inches  fhorter  than  the 
other.  On  examining  the  articulation  as 
attentively  as  the  fwelling  would  permit, 
I perceived  that  the  head  of  bone  was  re- 
moved from  the  acetabulum  a confider- 
able  fpace  above  that  focket,  and  lay  on 
the  outfide  of  the  ilium  ; that  it  was  move- 
able,  and  gave  much  pain  when  the  thigh 
was  preffed  upwards,  which  immediately 
<eafed  on  pulling  the  limb  downwards; 
and  this  was  ever  afterwards  obliged  to  be 
7 done. 
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done,  when  neceffity  occafioned  a change 
of  pofturej- as  laying  down  after  fitting 
upright  in  bed  * blit  particularly  after  get- 
ting into  bed  after  its  being  made,  for  till 
that  was  done  fhe  remained  in  great  pain. 
Thefe  circumftances  led  to  a fufpicion, 
that  all'  this  arofe  from  a fpontaneous 
frafture  of  the"  neck  of  the  femur,  by  the 
mere  exertion  cf  the  mufcles  in  getting 
into  the  coach,  in  confequence  of  the  tex- 
ture of  the  bone  having  been  deftroyed 
by  the  fcrophula* 

From  this  time  I did  not  fee  her  agaih' 
till  fummer  1761,  when  the  whole  limb 
was  cedematous,  and  very  large  from  the 
fpine  of  the  ileum  to  the  toes.  She  was 
in  extreme  pain,  which  was  only  relieved 
by  the  opiates  fhe  had  long  been  ufed  toy’ 
and  had  at  the  fame  time  a fevef  appa- 
rently fymptomatic  to  her  complaints. 
The  limb  >was  fomented  and  poulticed," 
with  anodyne  and  aromatic  fomentations 
and  catapkifms,  for  a 'conficferable  time  - ' 
and  a variety-  ofmedkhnes*adapted  ttrher" 
c^n°h  H circum- 
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circumftances  were  taken  internally  : the 
fwelling  and  pain  abated,  and  the  fever 
went  off.  After  the  general  tumefa&ion 
of  the  limb  fubfided,  a circumfcribed  tu- 
mor was  difcovered  about  the  injured 
parts,  at  the  head  of  the  bone,  which  gra- 
dually increafed  and  defcended  downwards 
within  the  mufcles  of  the  thigh,  until  it 
became  of  a vaft  fize.  Not  long  after 
this  a fmall  tumor  appeared  above  the 
right  clavicle,  attended  with  pain,  but 
without  inflammation  or  difcoloration  of 
the  lkin.  It  increafed  gradually,  and  was 
perceived  to  have  a ftrong  pulfation, 
which  led  to  the  fufpicion  of  its  being 
aneurifmal,  and  that  the  lubclavian  artery 
was  the  feat  of  it ; but  as  this  tumor  in- 
creafed in  fize,  the  pulfation  was  lefs  to 
be  diftinguifhed.  In  about  a year  after- 
wards, another  tumor  appeared  on  the 
clavicle.,  by  the  fide  of  this  next  the  fter- 
num,  and  contiguous  to  it,  and  as  it  in- 
creafed in  fize  it  became  blended  with  it, 
and  the  pulfation  was  again  ftronger. 


She 


On  Scrophidous  AffeBiom.  99 

She  was  frequently  afflicted  with  fevers, 
from  the  firft  attack  of  this  difeafe  in  the 
thigh ; and  for  the  laft  three  or  four  years 
of  her  life  frequent  vomitings  and  diarr- 
hoeas accompanied  thofe  fevers,  with  a 
diftreffing  cough,  and  large  expectoration. 
Bleeding  always  gave  her  great  and 
fpeedy  relief.  During  the  laft  two  years 
of  her  life,  the  cough  was  frequent  and 
diftreffing ; and  when  the  veffels  were 
full,  or  the  expectoration  flopped,  a very 
painful  difficulty  of  breathing  enfued ; 
fhe  was  now  in  a real  phthifis,  and  the 
laft-named  fymptom  became  fo  frequent 
and  alarming,  that  if  recourfe  was  not  im- 
mediately had  to  the  lancet,  Ihe  was  in 
danger  of  fuffocation.  The  cough  be- 
came  at  length  almoft  continual,  the  pu- 
rulent expectoration  aftonifhing  ; fhe  was 
befides  exhaufted,  by  the  wafting  hetic 
fever  of  abforption,  to  a mere  fkeleton, 
and  died  tabid  28th  September  1767. 

She  was  a woman  of  an  excellent  un- 
derftanding,  and  happy  even  temper, 
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which  fhe  maintained  with  her  ufual  chear- 
fulnefs  through  this  long  fcene  of  diftrefs* 
which  fhe  bore  with  fortitude  and  refig- 
nation  ; and  by  her  exprefs  commands, 
repeatedly  given,  and  even  named  to  me 
a few  hours  before  her  death,  which  fhe 
told  me  flie  knew  was  approaching,  I ex- 
amined the  body  the  day  after  her  de- 
ceafe,  afififted  by  Mr.  Crawforth,  a fur- 
geon  of  reputation  here.  The  refult  of 
which  was  as  follows  : — 

The  tumor  of  the  right  thigh  was  ex- 
tremely large,  of  a pyriform  fhape,  and 
extended  from  the  fpine  of  the  ileum,  and 
the  articulation  of  that  bene  with  the  os 
facrum,  poflefling  almofl:  all  the  thigh  to 
near  the  joint  of  the  knee.  Upon  plung- 
ing a fcalpel  into  the  outfide  near  the  mid- 
dle of  the  tumor,  a watery  yellow-colored 
fluid  without  fmell  gufhed  out,  which 
became  tinged  with  blood  when  about  a 
quart  (two  pounds)  of  it  was  difeharged, 
and  of  this  fanies  about  five  quarts  more 
were  evacuated*  The  extent  of  the  tu* 

. mor 
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mor  was  then  opened  by  a crucial  inci- 
ficn,  in  doing  which  feveral  ofiincations 
in  the  fofc  parts  were  broken  afunder  be- 
fore the  knife  would  pafs.  Then  it  was 
difcovered  that  the  fluid  was  contained  in 
a circumfcribed  fac  or  cyft,  of  a thick 
ligamentous  texture,  between  whofe  coats 
feveral  lamina  of  preternatural  oftifications, 
of  irregular  fhapes  and  dimenfions,  were 
every  where  dilperfed,  feme  of  wrhich 
were  of  three,  four,  or  five  inches  in  length 
.and  breadth,  and  of  different  thickneffes, 
from  that  of  a crown  to  that  of  a fhilling. 
The  moft  confiderable  were,  one  under 
the  glutaei  mufcles,  one  on  the  outfide, 
and  another  on  the  infide  of  the  thigh; 
and  all  thole  plates  had  a communication 
with  each  other,  by  the  interpofition  of 
bony  bridges ; and  the  whole  formed  an 
irregular  cafe  of  bone,  retiform  in  fome 
places,  between  the  coats  of  the  cyft*. 

* This  was  a curious  matter  : a foli’d  hone  was  anni- 
hilated liy  difeale,  a new  laminated  cafe  of  bone  formed  ; 
as  if  nature,  by  this  preternatural  offilication,  had  at- 
tempted to  give 'a  Hibititute  for  that  which  had  difap- 
peited. 

H 3 
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The  flefhy  bellies  of  the  glutaei,  vafti, 
redlus,  and  in  fhort  of  all  the  ftrong  muf- 
cles  on  the  thigh,  were  wonderfully  wafted 
and  pale,  and  fo  blended  together  that 
diftinttion  was  loft,  from  the  diftenfion  of 
this  vaft  tumor,  in  this  extremely  emaci- 
ated patient,  where  no  fat  in  the  tela  ce- 
lulofa  was  to  be  found,  and  formed,  if  I 
may  fo  term  it,  a carneous  membrane 
thinly  covering  the  cyft.  Within  the  ca- 
vity of  the  cyft  a conftderable  quantity 
of  a foft  white  fubftance,  much  refem- 
bling  the  medullary  texture  of  the  brain, 
was  depofited,  and  about  feven  or  eight 
ounces  of  grumous  blood.  The  internal 
furface  of  the  cyft  was  ftudded  in  many 
places  with  hemifpherical  fungus  excres- 
cences of  various  dimenfions,  from  an 
inch  and  a half  to  a quarter  of  an  inch 
in  diameter.  But  the  moft  wonderful 
circumftance  of  all  was,  that  no  remains 
of  the  os  femoris  were  to  be  found,  from 
the  acetabulum  coxendicis  to  the  lower 
extremity  of  the  tumor  3 no  veftige  of 
o the 
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the  head  of  the  bone  remained  in  its  fock- 
et ! which  was  open  within  the  cyft! 
and  no  part  of  it  was  found  to  exift,  but 
the  fmall  extremity  of  the  fragment  of  it 
at  the  lower  end,  which  projedted  a lit- 
tle upwards  within  the  cyft  ! the  fubftance 
of  more  than  three-fourths  of  this  folid 
bone  having  been  diffolved  and  annihi* 
lated  ! The  acetabulum  had  no  other  al- 
teration in  ill  ape  than  a roughnefs  at  the 
bottom,  and  a fmall  bony  ridge,  that  ex- 
tended from  above  downwards,  over  or 
rather  through  the  bottom  j the  lower  and 
anterior  edge  of  its  ligamento-cartilagi- 
nous  brim  remained  unaltered,  but  the* 
upper  and  pofterior  parts  of  it  were  de- 
ftroyed.  From  around  this  focket,  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  its  verge,  the  upper  end 
of  the.cyft  took  its  rife,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  capfular  ligament  nearly  dees  j 
ftpetching  itfelf  on  all  fides,  it  extended 
forward  to  the  os  pubis,  backwards  over 
the  hole  of  the  ilchium,  upward  and  back- 
wards under  the  gluts! i mulcles,  adhering 
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to  the  ileum  in  its  whole  extent,  which 
did  not  feem  to  be  altered  by  the  com- 
preflion ; then  reverting  outwardly  in 
every  direction,  it  turned  downwards,  and 
cqntradled  gradually  in  its  defcent,  till  it 
came  to  its  apex  or  lower  extremity, 
where  the  coats  of  it  becoming  thicker, 
the  end  of  the  cyft  reflected  upwards  in- 
wardly, and  clofely  embraced,  and  was 
ftrongly  inlerted  into,  the  remaining  por- 
tion cf  the  os  femoris ; from  the  edges  of 
whole  extremity  fome  plates  cf  bone  of  a 
late  produdUon,  fafhioned  to  the  lhape  cf 
the  cyft,  extended  themfelves  upwards 
within  its  cavity ; one  was  particularly  re- 
markable, on  the  infide  of  the  thigh, 
about  four  inches  long,  and  near  two 
broad,  fomewhat  refembling  in  fhape  one 
of  the  wing-like  procefles  of  the  fphtenoid 
bone.  Neither  had  thefe,  nor  the  extre- 
mity from  whence  they  fprung,  any  peri- 
ofteum  or  ether  covering,  but  were  ex- 
pofed  naked  to  the  fluid  contents  of  the 
tumor ; and  tire  cavity  where  the  marrow 

fhould 
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ftiould  have  been  was  entirely  filled  up 
and  obliterated.  This  remaining  portion 
of  the  femur  was  laid  bare  as  far  as  the 
condyles;  it  was  not  three  inches  in  length, 
pf  a dark  blue  color  inclining  to  black, 
and  fpongy  texture,  yielding  readily  to 
the  knife. 

The  tumor  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
thorax,  which  firfb  appeared  on  the  right 
clavicle,  reached  now  from  within  two 
inches  of  the  articulation  of  that  bone 
with  the  acromion  fcapulae,  to  the  extre- 
mity of  the  lefc  collar-bone  next  the  fter- 
num.  It  was  elevated  about  two  inches 
above  the  neighbouring  parts;  was  about 
feven  inches  long,  and  from  three  in  fame 
parts  to  four  in  others  broad;  and  feemed 
to  be  compofed  of  three  diftindt  glandular 
fweliings  united  together,  the  largeft  of 
which  was  on  the  fternum.  This  tumor 
was  divided  by  the  knife  longitudinally, 
and  no  fluid,  or  indeed  cavity,  was  within 
it;  the  only  difference  in  its  texture  (which 
was  a foft  medullary-like  fubftance  of  a 

light 
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light  afh  color)  was  in  the  centre  of  the 
largcft  extremity,  where  the  knife  divided 
a fmall  crude  white  nucleus,  fomewhat 
refembling  cream  cheefe.  The  tumor 
was  difte&ed  out,  and  feemed  to  weigh 
by  computation  twelve  ounces : it  was 
found  to  reach  as  deep  within  the  thorax 
as  it  arofe  above  its  external  furface.  One 
part  of  it  lay  contiguous  to  and  prefled 
upon  the  pulmonary  artery,  which  may 
account  for  the  apparent  puliation  felt  in 
this  tumor.  When  it  was  removed,  it 
was  difcovered  that,  in  the  fpace  it  had 
occupied,  about  two  thirds  of  the  clavicle, 
one  third  of  the  firft  rib,  with  its  cartila- 
ginous extremity,  and  two  inches  of  the 
fternum,  were  wanting,  being  as  it  were 
devoured  (if  I may  ufe  the  expreftion)  and 
annihilated  by  this  tumor,  no  veftige  of 
them  beino;  to  be  found  in  its  fubltance ! 

O 

and  the  earthy  matter  of  the  remaining 
part  of  the  firft  rib  was  fo  much  deftroy- 
ed,  that  the  bone  bent  and  yielded  to  the 
knife  like  a foft  cartilage ! 


About 
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About  eight  ounces  of  water  were 
found  in  the  right  fide  of  the  thorax;  and 
this  lobe  of  the  lungs,  excepting  feme 
flight  adhefions  to  the  mediaftinum,  ap- 
peared to  be  in  a natural  ftate ; but  the 
left  lobe  was  full  of  matter,  ana  upon 
being  pundtured  emitted  a moft  feud 
fmell,  which  was  not  cbferved  in  any  of 
our  inveftigations  before.  The  pericar- 
dium had  not  a due  proportion  cf  fluid  in 
it.  The  heart  was  in  a natural  ftate,  ex- 
cepting an  induration  cf  the  mufcular  fibres 
at  the  apex  of  the  left  ventricle.  The  pul- 
monary artery  was  dilated  to  about  two 
thirds  more  than  its  natural  dimenfions,  a 
little  after  its  exit  fiom  the  heart,  which 
gradually  increaled  to  where  it  divides  into 
branches.  Where  it  had  been  comprefled 
by  the  tumor  its  external  coat  had  an  in- 
flammatory difcoloration,  and  the  ramifi- 
cations of  the  veflels  distributed  upon  its 
furface  were  diftended  as  if  they  had  been 
injedted. — Here  ended  our  inquiries,  not 
being  permitted  to  examine  the  contents 

of 
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of  the  abdomen,  which  We  regretted,  as  no 
doubt  fome  curious  di leafed  appearances 
would  have  been1  found  in  that  cavity. 

XX. 

In  February  1790  I faw,  at  Snetdfham, 
a very  extraordinary  inflance  of  the  de- 
ftrudlion-  of  the  texture  and  annihilation 
of  the  internal  fubftance  of  the  thigh-bone 
in  a young  man,  of  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  named  Walker;  the  following  fum- 
mary  hiftory  of  whofe  cafe  I had  from 
Mr.  Rand,  a refpedtable  furgeon  of  that 
place. 

In  May  1778,.  whilft  Walker  lived  in 
Mr.  Rand’s  fervice,  he  had  tire  misfortune 
to  frafture  his  right  thigh  about  four  inches 
above  the  knee,  from  which  he  loon  re- 
covered, under  his  maker’s  care,  and  lived 
two  years  with  him  afterwards.  Near  fix 
years  after  this  accident,  when  apprentice 
to  a miller  at  Docking,  lie  was  overturn- 
ed'in  a cart,  and  the  fame  ' femur  was 
broken  again,  a little  abwe  the  callus  of 

. the 
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the  former  frablure.  About  three  weeks 
after  this  misfortune  the  limb  was  haftily 
lifted,  and  its  whole  weight  imprudently 
trufted  to  reft  upon  the  heel  only,  in 
nearly  a horizontal  pofition,  by  which  in- 
cautious proceeding  a feparation  imme- 
diately happened,  attended  with  great  pain, 
and  he  teamed  out  that  his  thigh  was 
broken  again.  About  fomething  lefs  than 
three  weeks  after  this  he  was  removed  to 
the  pari fli  of  Heacham,  and  put  under 
the  care  of  his  former  mafter.  A union, 
however,  did  not  take  place  for  many 
months,  notwithftanding  the  greateft  at- 
tention being  paid  to  it  by  Mr.  Rand,  ip 
the  ufe  of  a proper  bandage  and  long 
lplents  j who,  therefore,  had  a jointed  ma- 
chine of  iron  conftrucled,  and  properly 
adapted,  when  affixed  from  his  hip  to  his 
heel,  to  fupport  the  weight  of  that  fide, 
and  give  fome  kind  of  liability  to  the  in- 
jured limb.  But  every  means  proved 
abortive ; and  no  union  taking  place,  he 
was  in  March  1784  fent  to  Norwich  hcf- 
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pital  with  a view  to  have  the  limb,  now 
totally  ufelcfs,  removed  by  amputation, 
x his  operation,  however,  was  not  per- 
formed, and  he  was  Tent  back  to  Heacham, 
on  the  luppofition  that  time  would  pro- 
duce a cure : to  promote  which  he  was 
ordered  to  continue  the  application  of  the 
fame  apparatus,  of  long  fplents,  iron  ma- 
chine, &c.  which  he  had  ufed  before.  At 
length  a flight  attachment  was  formed;  and 
about  Midfummer  following  the  bone 
had  apparently  acquired  a fufficient  union 
and  firmnefs  to  enable  him  to  walk 
with  crutches,  when  he  was  bound  ap- 
prentice to  a breecbes-maker  at  Wells  to 
learn  that  bufinefs.  The  firmnefs  of  unioil 
of  the  bones  feemed  rather  to  increafe 
during  his  fervitude  with  this  mafter ; and 
fince  he  left  him  he  had  been  able  to  walk 
feveral  miles  with  his  crutch,  and  acrofs 
his  room  without  either  crutch  or  flick, 
but  never  ventured  without  the  Ions: 
fplents,  and  the  fupport  of  the  jointed 
iron. 


On 
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On  the  21ft  of  February  1789  his  heel 
flipped  off  a (tone  in  walking  the  ftreet  at 
Lynn.  He  felt  immediately  pain  in  the 
part  affefted,  was  unable  to  lupport  him- 
felf,  but  fell,  and  either  difplaced  the 
bone  at  the  old  difeafed  part,  or  fractuied 
it  again  near  it.  He  had  the  immediate 
afliftance  of  Mr.  Middleton,  a furgeon  of 
character,  and  was  attended  by  him  two 
months  at  a private  houfe ; but  being  in 
real  want  of  fubfiftence  he  was  removed  to 
St.  James’s  workhoule  (the  hofpital  for  the 
poor)  where  he  remained  five  months  be- 
fore he  was  removed  to  Snettifham.  The 
bone  never  united  after  this  laft  accident, 
but  the  limb  was  lupported  as  before: 
yet,  on  the  iff  of  November  1789) 
flowly  on  an  afs  at  Snettifham,  it  fell  with 
him,  and  fraCtured  the  fame  bone,  at  its 
upper  extremity,  near  the  trocanter  ma- 
jor, which  united  afterwards  by  callus, 
whilft  the  old  feat  of  the  misfortune, 
which  had  fuffered  fo  many  derangements, 
dill  remained  difunited,  and  moveable  like 
• a joint: 
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a joint : and  it  is  highly  probable,  from  what 
was  difcovered  afterwards  by  diffedion, 
that  the  fradtured  extremities  of  the  bone 
never  perfedtly  did  unite  by  a firm  callus 
after  their  being  difplaced  after  the  fecond 
fracture,  and  the  bone  was  difealed  from 
that  period  * and  that  the  apparent  (labi- 
lity which  the  limb  had  gained  was  falla- 
cious, and  dependant  upon  the  callofity 
which  the  thickened  periolteum,  and  other 
fcfc  furrounding  parts,  had  acquired,  and 
the  fupport  it  received  from  the  apparatus 
of  long  fplents  and  iron  machine,  which 
were  judicioufly  applied. 

This  poor  fellow’s  limb  was  now  be- 
come a burden  to  him;  for  it  was  not 
Only  painful,  and  ufelefs,  but  by  exciting 
frequent  febrile  attacks  of  the  hedtic  kind 
daily  impaired  his  health.  He  was  totally 
unable  to  ufe  any  kind  of  motion  with  it, 
and  was  rendered  wholly  incapable  of  get- 
ting his  bread,  by  even  his  fitting  bufinefs,- 
a brceches-makcr.  In  this  miferable  date' 
he  earnefily  begged  of  Mr.  Rand  to  re- 
move 
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move  this  load  of  difeafe  by  amputation, 
and  give  him  this  only  chance  of  recover- 
ing his  health. 

The  operation'  was  accordingly  per- 
formed on  the  22d  of  February  1790,  by 
this  gentleman,  aflifted  by  his  nephew,  Mr, 
Ch.  Snell*;  and  as  I was  at  Snettifham, 
vifiting  another  patient  of  Mr.  Rand  s,  I 
was  prefent,  and  gave  what  aid  I was  able 
on  this  occalion. 

The  amputation  was  performed  above 
(as  was  fuppofed  from  the  external  ap- 
pearances) the  difeafed  and  difunited  parts 
of  the  bone.  W hen  the  operator  had  di- 
vided the  integuments  and  mufcles  he  was 
aftonifhed  to  find  that  the  os  femoris  did 
not  make  the  ufual  reliftance ; for  when 
the  knife  reached  the  bone,  where  the 
moft  folid  part  of  it  might  naturally  be 
expe<5ted  to  be  found,  it  yielded  as  readily 
to  the  edge  of  the  inftrument  as  the  foft 

• A young  man,  who,  to  an  excellent  education,  adds, 
with  a modeft  diffidence,  great  afliduity,  and  the  molt 
promiiing  abilities. 
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parts  had  done ; and  the  operation  was 
' inftantly  finifhed  (by  continuing  the  inci- 
fion)  with  the  knife  only,  without  a faw 
being  required. 

On  infpeiting  the  end  of  the  flump,  the 
bone  was  found  to  be  reduced  to  a mere 
cylindrical  fhell,  confifling  only  of  the  ex- 
ternal lamina,  all  its  internal  flru£hire  be- 
ing deftroyed,  and  its  cavity  filled  with 
hydatids  of  different  fizes  floating  in  a fluid, 
many  of  which,  of  a perfectly  fpherical 
figure,  totally  unconnebted  with  each 
other,  fell  to  the  floor  with  the  fluid  upon 
the  divifion  of  the  bone  by  the  knife. 

Notwithstanding  the  molt  humane  at- 
tention and  unremitting  care  of  Mr. 
Rand  and  Mr.  Snell,  this  poor  fellow, 
after  digeftion  was  fully  eftablifhed,  gra- 
nulations formed,  and  the  integuments 
contracting  and  beginning  to  draw  over 
the  flump,  appearances  which  gave  the 
moft  flattering  hopes  of  his  recovery, 
funk  gradually,  and  died  in  a fortnight 
after  the  operation. 

After 
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After  digeftion  was  eftablilhed,  a large 
collection  of  matter  filled  this  hollow  la- 
mina of  the  bone,  far  beyond  the  reach 
of  Mr.  Rand's  finger,  which  he  pafied  up 
without  the  fmalleft  interruption,  and  ill 
this  way  much  of  it  was  preffed  out.  This 
muft  have  been  very  acrid,  as  the  irrita- 
tion excited  by  the  abforption  feemed  to 
have  produced  a mo'ft  uncommon  action 
in  the  arterial  fyftem ; infomuch  that  the 
pulfation  of  the  artery,  immediately  after 
its  palling  under  Poupart’s  ligament  at 
the  groin,  felt  apparently  equal  to  the 
•force  of  the  heart  itfelf.  From  this  extra- 
ordinary action  a haemorrhage  was  twice 
occifioned ; once  from  the  trunk  of  the 
femoral  artery  itfelf,  and  the  fecond  from 
a large  branch  of  it ; but  the  ferew  tour- 
niquet having  been  kept  loofely  on  the 
thigh,  in  cafe  any  accident  of  this  kind 
fhould  enfue  from  this  very  extraordinary 
force  of  the  arterial  fyftem,  the  haemor- 
rhage was  retrained  directly  by  turning 
the  ferew,  the  quantity  of  blood  loft  was 
I 1 incon- 
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inconfiderable,  and  the  veffels  were  again 
immediately  fecured  by  ligature. 

Mr.  Snell  examined  by  a careful  dif- 
fedtion  not  only  the  ftate  of  that  extremi- 
ty of  the  femur  attached  to  the  leg,  fepa- 
tated  from  the  other  by  the  operation,  but 
alfo  the  fuperior  end  of  it,  after  the  death 
of  the  patient,  which  he  cautioufly  re- 
moved from  its  articulation  with  the  ace- 
tabulum coxendicis  and  has  now  the 
carious  remains  of  this  bone  in  his  poffef- 
fion  *,  and  alfo  many  of  the  hydatids  pre- 
served whole  in  fpirits. 

The  internal  ftrudture  of  the  femur  is 
entirely  deftroyed,  and  its  fubftance  gone 
from  the  fecond  fradture  upwards  j the 
callus  of  the  firft  fradture  is  dill  vifible 
about  an  inch  below  the  fecond,  which 
fecond  had  been,  as  related,  deranged, 
and  never  did  afterwards  perfectly  unite : 
and  the  back  part  of  the  bone,  from  this 
fecond  loofe  fradture  down  to  the  articu- 
lation of  the  knee,  is  entirely  gone;  and  the 

* A drawing  of  which  is  here  annexed. 

cavity 
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cavity  here  has  a very  ftrange  appearance, 
having  on  the  infide  of  the  fore  part  of  it 
a longitudinal  ridge  perforated  in  many 
places,  with  thin  plates  of  bone  extend- 
ing fideways,  refembling  fomewhat  the 
back  and  fide  bones  (ofla  innominata)  of 
a common  pullet.  An  excavafation  ap- 
pears between  the  upper  parts  of  the  con- 
dyles, occafioned  by  a large  ftrumous 
glandular  body,  like  a fteatom,  which  was 
feated  under  the  pereofteurn,  and  funk  into 

the  fubftance  of  the  bone. 

It  has  been  already  faid  that  the  inter- 
nal ftrutture  of  the  bone  was  deftroyed; 
it  now  appears,  on  clofer  inveftigation, 
that  from  the  fecond  frafture  (which  ne- 
ver did  unite)  upwards  to  the  head  of  the 
femur,  the  bone  is  completely  reduced 
to  its  external  lamina  only,  a mere  fhell 
not  thicker  than  a wafer,  and  liable  to 
break  on  the  flighted:  touch ; about  thi  ee 
inches  of  the  middle  cylindrical  part  of  it 
is  feparated  from  the  reft,  and  its  external 
form  preferved,  excepting  being  pierced 

I 3 m 
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m different  places  with  fmall  holes.  The 
other  portion  upwards  to  the  neck  of  the 
bone  was  perforated,  with  feveral  large 
holes,  particularly  one  on  the  back  part 
near  the  trocanter  major,  through  which 
fome  matter  gullied  from  the  cavity  of 
the  bone  whilft  Mr.  Snell  was  differing 
it  out..  The  remains  of  the  callus  of  the 
laft  fradture,  near  the  trocanter,  is  Hill  vi~ 
fiblej  but,  like  the  body  of  the  bone,  is 
reduced  to  a mere  fhell,  as  thin  as  a ; 
wafer.  The  neck  and  head  of  the  bone 
are  fpungy,  and  their  texture  deftroyed,. 
Iput  the  acetabulum  coxendicis  did  not 
appear  to  be  affedted. 

Mr.  Snell  found  the  pereofteum  preter- 
naturally  thickened  to  a very  extraordinary 
degree,  as  was  alfo  the  cellular  membrane 
furrounding  it ; which  had  united  the  mu  fa- 
cies into  a firm  compadl  mafs,  which  not 
only  had  confined  the  fluid  and  hydatids 
within  this  perforated  cortical  lamella  of 
the  bone,  but  probably  gave  that  partial 
and  temporary  firmnefs  now  and  then  to- 

the. 
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the  thigh  which  enabled  this  poor  fellow 
to  walk,  when  fupported  by  his  fplmts  and 
fpring,  and  the  help  of  his  crutches.— 
Upon  examining  the  tibia,  Mr.  Snell 
found  the  ftruft  ure  of  that  bone  much  in- 
jured alfo  by  difeafe. 

Upon  confidering  this  cafe  there  can- 
not be  a doubt  but  all  this  mifchief  aiofe 
from  fcrophula,  although  its  exiftence  was 
not  confpicuous  before  the  fecond  fi  a<5ture 
was  deranged,  bor  it  is  by  no  means 
more  uncommon  for  the  diftemper  to  be 
dormant  in  the  conftitution  for  level  al 
years,  until  it  becomes  vifible  by  fome 
fortuitous  derangement  of  the  animal  eco- 
nomy taking  place,  and  appears  then  in 
full  force,  than  it  is  for  one  joint  or  one 
limb  to  be  attacked,  whilft  the  reft  of  the 
body  remains  apparently  free  from  the 
difeafe,  as  has  been  already  obferved. 

Befides  thofe  partial  affeftions  already 
noticed,  one  hand  is  fometimes  the  only 
feat  of  fcrophula,  and  the  bones  of  the 
I 4 meta- 
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metacarpus  and  fingers  are  deftroyed,  and 
the  hand  becomes  mutilated,  as  it  was 
obferved  has  been  the  cafe  with  the  foot. 
Sometimes  the  bones  of  the  carpus  are 
the  only  fufferers,  and  the  patient  has  the 
good  fortune  to  come  off  with  the  lofs  of 
fome  of  thofe  bones,  and  a lame  wrift. 
I have  feen  the  end  of  the  radius  involved 
in  this  calamity,  by  the  deftru&ion  and 
feparation  of  which  the  fore  arm  was  con- 
fiderably  fhortened,  and  the  hand  of  courfe 
deformed;  but  happening  early  in  life  the 
perfon  could  afterwards  make  tolerable 
ufe  of  it. 

One  elbow  is  often  the  only  part  de- 
voted to  this  difeafe,  and  after  repeated 
ulceration  of  the  joint  and  around  it,  an 
anchylofis  has  taken  place ; but  this  for- 
tunate event  is  not  very  common,  and 
amputation  is  more  frequendy  the  only 
refource. 

One  fhoulder  in  fome  inftancesistheonly 
fufferer,  and  fiftuious  ulcers  have  remain- 
ed many  years  communicating,  with  the 

cavity 
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cavity  of  the  articulation,  by  means  of  the 
paffage  of  the  long  tendon  of  the  biceps; 
mufcle  through  it,  which  ulcers  have  at, 
length  dried  up. 

It  is  a dreadful  cafe  when  one  or  more 
of  the  bodies  of  the  vertebrae  are  attack- 
ed, either  from  the  contiguity  of  a fcro- 
phulous  abfcefs,  or  this  difeafe  beginning 
in  the  texture  of  the  bones  themielves,  a 
caries,  with  lofs  of  fubftance  in  thefe  bones, 
takes  place,  the  fpinal  marrow  becomes 
expofed  to  the  acrid  matter,  and  a para- 
lyfis  of  the  lower  extremities  follows.— 
The  ingenious  Mr.  Pott  has  ably  treated 
this  fubjedV  j and  by  the  application  of 
cauftics  on  each  fide  of  the  fpinal  pro- 
cess of  the  vertebrae  faved  fome  lives  ; 
and  in  thofe  cafes  an  anchylofis  followed: 
but  if  this  circumftance  did  not  take  place, 
thofe  patients  were  deftroyed  by  the  heftic 
fever  of  abforption;  and  a mortification  on 
the  parts  covering  the  os  facrum  has  very 
often  happened  before  death. 

As  the  bones  are  the  bafis  of  the  human 

frame. 
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frame,  the  liability,  elegance,  and  beauty 
of  the  fabric,  depend  upon  the  juft  pro- 
portions, make,  and  folidity  of  them. — In 
the  growing  fubjebt  in  a healthy  Hate  their 
fibres  are  more  or  lefs  pliant  and  expan- 
iive ; and  the  procefs  of  increment  goes 
on,  if  not  interrupted  by  difeafe  or  acci- 
dent, until  the  body  arrives  at  its  acme  of 
full  perfedlion  in  the  adult  Hate. 

The  fcrophula  fuperinduces  a general 
laxity  of  the  fyftem ; and  the  texture  of 
.the  bones  feems  often  to  be  more  particu- 
larly attacked  than  that  of  the  foft  parts. 

About  the  age  of  puberty  young  fub- 
jedls  fiioot  upward  in  height  more  rapidly 
than  at  any  other  period ; the  growth  of 
the  bones  is  wholly  concerned  in  the  fpeedy 
progrefs  of  the  increment  now  made;  and 
the  circumftance  of  folidity  by  no  means 
■keeps  pace  with  their  quick  increafe,  parti- 
larly  in  the  long  bones  of  the  extremities. 
At  this  period  the  fcrophula  generally 
makes  the  greatell  havock,  and  the  al- 
ready lax  texture,  from  the  unequal  fup- 
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ply  of  nutritive  materials  (particulaily  the 
earthy  matter,  which  gives  folidity  to  the 
bones)  to  the  demand  of  fuch  a rapid  in- 
creale,  a mollities  offium  will  more  or  lefs 
cnfue;  the  limbs  of  the  tall  ftripling  of 
either  lex,  devoid  of  firmnefs  and  liability,- 
totter  under  the  incumbent  weight  of  the 
body  which  they  are  unable  to  fupport;. 
the  young  perfons,  therefore,  are  obliged 
to  throw  their  feet  at  a greater  diftance 
afunder,  in  order  to  increafe  the  bafe,  and 
preierve  the  centre  of  gravity  in  a proper 
place ; the  preffure  falls  on  the  outer  con- 
dyle of  each  thigh-bone,,  and  the  portion 
of  each  tibia  immediately  below  it ; the 
inner  condyles,  and  correfpondent  por- 
tions of  the  tibiae,  fwell  in  proportion  to 
the  weight  removed  trom  them  •,  and  in 
procefs  of  time  thefe  expanfions  acquire 
l'ome  firmnefs  and  lolidity,  the  joint  is 
altered  in  fhape,  the  long  bones  them- 
felves  become  in  fome  degree  curved,  and 
the  fubjeds  become,  what  is  called  by  the 
common  people,  knock,  or  knap-knee  d, 
for  the  reft  of  their  lives.- 


But 
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But  one  of  the  moft  grievous  circum- 
ftarices  attending  this  difeafed  ftate  of  the 
bones,  is  the  fhocking  diftortions  of  the 
fpine  and  ofla  innominata,  which  are  fo 
various  and  diftrefling  as  to  render  the 
poor  patient  miferable  through  life.  This 
misfortune  happens  moft  generally  to  the 
moft  delicate  and  beautiful  part  of  the 
creation,  the  fair  fex.  And  although  it 
arifes  fometimes  from  fcrophula,  yet  cer- 
tain abfurdities  in  the  ladies’  drels  have 
greatly  contributed  to  render  it  more  fre- 
quent than  it  would  have  been  from  the 
difeafe  alone.  What  I mean  are  ftiff 
ftays  and  ftrait  lacing;  on  which  I con- 
ceive it  is  not  foreign  to  this  fubjedt  to 
make  a few  obfervations. 

It  is  notorious,  that  diftortions  of  the 
fpine  have  chiefly  taken  place  among  fe- 
males of  the  fuperior  and  middle  ranks  of 
life. — The  health  of  ladies,  naturally  deli- 
cate, and  perhaps  under  the  influence  of 
a conftitutional  difeafe,  has  fuffered,  by 
falhionable  modes  of  living,  as  well  in  the 
articles  of  food  as  in  irregularities  and  late 

hours. 
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hours,  and  particularly  by  that  part  of 'their 

drefs  already  named.  The  lower  order  of 

females,  from  their  mode  of  life,  air,  ex- 
ercife,  and  loofe  attire,  become  more  ro- 
butt  and  aftive,  and  the  fcrophula  has  by 
no  means  fo  much  power  on  their  confu- 
tutions.  Therefore  they  are  but  little  ob- 
noxious to  this  particular  misfortune,  a 
crooked  fpine ; and  no  inftance  occurs  o 
it  in  this  rank  of  life  but  from  a fuper- 
abundant  quantity  of  the  difeafe,  or  from 
accidental  injuries. 

About  forty  years  ago  the  number  o; 
ftraight  well-proportioned  young  ladies 
was  not  fo  great  as  at  prefent.  There  was 
fcarcely  a genteel  family,  where  there  were 
feveral  young  ladies,  but  one  or  more  had 
a curved  fpine.  This  misfortune  chiefly 
arofe  from  the  falfe  notion  of  attempting 
to  improve  a naturally  goodihape,  by  the 
employment  of  ftrait  lacing  and  lliff  flays. 
A falhionablewaift  muft  be  fpanned  and 
what  young  lady  could  be  found  that  dif- 

regarded  the  falhion  ? But  the  mothers 

were 
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were  to  blame.  I have  known  deep  \ii- 
•cers  in  the  Tides  of  the  waifts  of  girls  at  the 
age  of  puberty,  made  by  the  conftant 
galling  of  the  ftiff  ends  of  the  whale-bones 
at  the  bottom  of  the  flays  ; yet  the  fafhion- 
able  mothers  perfifted  in  tormenting  their 
daughters,  until  the  very  misfortune  hap- 
pened which  they  wifhed  to  prevent,  and 
the  young  ladies  became  miferably  crook- 
ed. How  could  it  be  otherwife  ? The 
ftricffure  brought  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
trunk  of  the  body,  by  the  preffure  of  the 
ffnall  end  of  this  conical  cafe  of  whale- 
bone-, effectually  prevented  the  expanfion 
of  the  parts  • fo  neceffary  to  the  growth, 
Symmetry,  and  perfection  of  the  frame. 
The  ribs  were  prevented  from  performing 
the  natural  motions  of  expanding  the  cheft 
in  breathing;  the  falfe  ribs  were  preffed 
inwards,  and  their  cartilaginous  extremi- 
ties turned  in  upon  the  vifcera  under- 
neath them ; the  points  of  the  lower  ribs 
of  the  thorax  were  fqueezed  nearer  the 
flernum,  the  ftemum  preffed  in  upon  the 

contents 
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contents  of. the  thorax,  and  the  end  of  the 
cartilage  xiphoides  turned  inwards  upon 
the  liver;  whilft  at  the  fame  time,  by  this 
ft rictu re  of  the  lower  end  or  apex  or  this 
conic  cafe,  the  abdominal  vifeera  were  di- 
vided into  two  portions ; the  upper  con- 
taining the  ftomach,  liver,  &c.  above,  and 
the  under  portion  the  inteftines,  &c.  be- 
low. The  upper,  preffed  upon  the  dia- 
phragm, injured  reflation,  by  alfo  dimi- 
nifhing  the  capacity  of  the  thorax.  But 
one  of  the  greateft  mifehiefs  was  the  de- 
ranging of  the  whole  of  the  abdominal 
vifeera,  and  injuring  the  proceffes  of  di- 
geftion,  chylification,  and  nutrition ; and 
in  pait  deftroying  the  whole  important 
purpofes  of  the  animal  economy,  in  bring- 
ing forward  the  fubjedt  to  perfection,  and 
inducing  confequently  many  difeales,  and 
bad  health  for  ever. 

But  one  of  the  moftdiftrefiing  evils  was  a 
miferable  decrepitude : for  if  the  poor  tor- 
tured girl  had  not  courage,  from  a dread 
of  punifhment,  to  cut  the  lace,  fhe  natu- 
rally 
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rally  ufed  every  expedient  in  her  power  to 
relieve  herfelf,  and,  in  the  fir  ft  place,  of 
the  oppreflion  in  her  breathing : accord- 
ingly jfhe  tried  to  increafe  the  capacity  of 
the  comprefied  thorax;  and  after  many 
attempts  found  that  by  drawing  the  ribs 
of  one  fide  upwards,  into  the  wideft  part 
of  the  ftays,  the  cheft  was  fomewhat  en- 
larged, and  flie  could  breathe  with  more 
eafe.  Being  thus  far  fuccefsfu!,  Ihe  re- 
peats the  experiment,  and  conceals  it. 
A very  moderate  Ihare  of  anatomical 
knowledge  will  ftiow  that  this  could  not 
be  done  without  bending  the  fpine  in  the 
oppofite  direflion;  and  that  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  continuance  of  this  opera- 
tion muft  be,  that  a greater  influx  of  ofli- 
fic  matter  muft  pafs  into  that  fide  of  the 
bodies  of  the  vertebrae  from  whence  part 
of  the  compreflion  of  the  incumbent  parts 
was  removed,  and  lefs  into  that  fide  which 
had  a proportional  weight  added  to  them 
by  this  inclination  of  the  fpine,  in  this  lax 
ftate  of  the  bones  of  the  growing  fubjedt; 
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and  that  by  acquiring  folidity  in  time, 
they  muft  remain  in  that  ftate  always  after- 
wards. But  the  grievance  did  not  end 
here;  for  the  head,  and  other  parts  above 
the  curve,  being  thrown  out  of  the  line  of 
perpendicular  gravitation,  the  equilibrium 
of  the  body  in  an  eredt  pofture  was  loft ; 
to  reftore  which  a new  expedient,  from 
neceffity,  was  pradtifed ; and  that  was  the 
bending  of  fome  ocher  part  of  the  fpine 
in  a contrary  direction.  This  commonly 
happened  to  the  vertebras  of  the  loins; 
and  the  articulation  of  the  laft,  with  the 
facrum,  and  the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  were 
frequently  involved  in  the  calamity;  and 
from  their  diftortion  in  the  fair  fex  much 
diftrefs  arofeiij  parturition. — Whilft  all  this 
was  going  on  there  was  generally  a little 
twift  in  the  fpine,  by  which  one  lhoulder 
was  advanced  forward,  and  the  moft  con- 
vex part  of  the  elevated  ribs,  next  the 
vertebra!,  forming  a kind  of  ridge,  pufti- 
ed  the  fcapula  outwards,  making  an  un- 
feemly  projedtion  behind,  which  remained 
during  life. 
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But  this  was  not  all;  for  whilft  the 
bones  were  foft  the  incumbent  weight 
above  thefe  curvatures  compreffed  them, 
mcre'afed  the  curves,  and  contra&ed  the 
height  of  the  trunk  of  the  body  to  a very 
diminutive  fize,  whilft  the  limbs  continued 
to  increafe  in  length ; and  thus  the  ele- 
gance and  beauty  of  female  fhape  was 
converted  into  a monfter  of  deformity. 
But  this  misfortune  was  fraught  with  ftill 
more  ferious  mifchief  than  what  arofe  from 
mere  deformity;  for  from  this  alteration 
of  the  jfhape  of  the  fpine,  a confiderable 
change  mull  take  place  in  the  medullary 
canal  of  the  connefted  vertebras,  and  the 
medulla  fpinalis  become  deranged  and 
compreffed  in  the  different  curvatures ; 
its  functions,  and'thofe  of  the  nerves  iffu- 
ing  from  it,  fuffered  exceedingly,  by  which 
many  grievous  complaints  were  fuperin- 
duced,  and  fometimes,  with  the  reft,  pa- 
ralytic affettions  in  the  parts  below. — In 
examining  the  fkeleton  of  any  diftorted 
fubjcdt,  the  bodies  of  the  vertebras  will 
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be  found  of  a wedge-like  fhape,  refem- 
bling  in  each  curvature  of  the  fpine  the 
(tones  on  the  top  of  an  arch,  with  the 
thinned:  end  on  the  concave  fide,  and  the 
thickeft  on  the  convex. 

It  is  needlefs  to  add,  that  fcrophu- 
lous  fubje&s  always  became  the  greateft 
fufferers  from  the  pernicious  pra<5tice  here 
expofed. — This  havock  on  the  fymmetry 
of  female  fhape  happened  chiefly,  in  every 
poflible  form  of  diltrefs,  from  about  the 
year  1730  to  1750,  and  within  my  re- 
membrance. About  the  year  1750  the 
good  fenfe  of  a great  majority  of  mothers, 
many  of  whom  were  fufferers  by  the  ab- 
lurd  pra£tice  themfelves,  was  roufed  by 
the  admonition  of  medical  men ; and  the 
whale-bone  cafe  and  (trait  lacing  were  laid 
afide,  and  the  young  ladies  were  drefled 
in  foft  jackets,  loofely  laced,  with  light 
petticoats  fewn  to  them,  which  was  put 
on  all  at  once ; and  this  light  drefs  hung 
by  the  fhoulders  only,  no  ftri£tures  being 
permitted  at  the  waift  or  any  where  die ; 
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and  thus  the  expanfion  of  the  growing 
frame  was  freely  admitted,  adventitious 
dilorders  prevented,  the  natural  functions 
were  performed  with  freedom  and  eafe, 
and  the  fymmetry  of  growing  perfedtion 
was  preferved  where  this  drefs  was  ufed. 
This  yery  judicious  practice  continued 
pretty  general  till  within  a very  few  years 
ago;  and  crooked  females  bom  within  this 
period  are  very  rarely  to  be  met  with,  and 
thofe  few  proceeded  from  the  eifedts  of 
fcrophula.  But,  it  is  to  be  apprehended, 
that  our  former  abfurdities  are  about  to 
be  revived  with  all  their  train  of  evils ! 
A few  ftraggling  whale-bones  have  gra- 
dually Helen  into  the  jackets  of  the  young 
ladies  before  puberty,  on  the  pretence  of 
keeping  the  mifies  upright.  And  about 
puberty  they  have  again  been  encompaf- 
fed  with  Hays;  but  in  excufe  for  this,  it 
lias  been  faid,  that  thofe  Hays  are  made 
large  and  pliable,  as  the  whale-bones  in 
them  are  thin,  and  few  in  number.  But, 
alas!  with  all  this  plaufibility  by  which 

ladies 
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ladies  deceive  themfelves,  the  paffion  for 
a fmall  waift  is  returned  with  the  ftays ! 
And  with  regret  we  have  of  late  obferved, 
that  the  waifts  of  fafhionable  ladies  have 
diminifhed,  and,  it  is  ironically  laid,  have 
been  reduced  to  the  diameter  of  an  orange 
and  a half,  and  compared  to  fome  infers, 
as  the  wafp,  the  ant,  and  fome  fpiders,  and 
they  appear  as  if  they  were  ready  to  break 
afunder  in  the  middle.  Thus  are  we  in  dan- 
ger of  feeing  not  only  adventitious  difeafe 
entailed  for  life,  but  the  juft  proportions  and 
fymmetry  of  Venus  de  Medicis,  in  tne  fe- 
male form,  loofe  all  their  beauty  and  ele- 
gance, and  of  dwindling  again  into  the  di- 
minutive decrepitude  of  a frightful  dwarf*. 

To 

* The  late  emperpr  of  Germany,  Jofeph  II.  ever  atten- 
tive to  tire  .welfare  of  his  lubietts,  iit'ued  an  edi£l  againft 
wearing  ftays,  of  which  the  following  is  a tranflation  : 

“ Wheieas  the  dangerous  conl'equences  anting  from 
the  ule  of.  ftays  are  univeifally  acknowledged  to  impair 
the  health,  and  impede  the  growth  of  the  fair  fex  ; when 
on  tne  contrary  the  iuppretfio..  ot  that  part  of  their  drels 
cannot  bm  be  effectual  in  ftrengtnening  their  conftitution, 
and,  above  all,  rendering  them  more  fruitful  in  the  mar- 
riage (fate}  we  hereby  ltutfly  enjoin,  that  in  all  orpttan- 
houfes,  nunneries*  and  other  places  fet  apart  for  the  public 
K 3 education 
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To  the  preposterous  pradtice  of  ftrait 
lacing  now  introducing  may  be  added 
another  extremely  pernicious,  that  is  the 
Heel  backs  now  in  ufe  in  genteel  boarding 
Schools  for  ladies,  and  creeping  in  to  pri- 
vate families.  By  this  machine  mifs  is  in 
a manner  put  into  a moving  pillory j her 
back  is  prevented  bending  forwards,  her 
Shoulders  are  pinioned  tight  backwards, 
■and  her  head  is  kept  eredt,  and  is  prevent- 
ed from  making  any  inclination  forwards, 
by  means  of  an  iron  collar  fattened  to  the 

education  of  young  girls,  no  flays  of  any  kind  whatever 
he  made  ufe  of  or  encouraged  henceforth  and  from  this  in- 
ftant ; and  it  is  further  hinted  to  all  matters  and-miltrefTes 
of  academies  and  boarding-fcliook,  that  any  girls  Wearing 
ftayS  fhould  not  hereafter  be  receiyed  or  countenanced  in 
any  fuch  fchool's. 

“ We  hereby  alfo  will  and  command,  that  it  be  enjoin- 
ed to  the  College  ofPhylicians,  that  a differtation  adapted  to 
every  one’s  capacity  be  forthwith  compoled,  fkewing  how' 
materially  the  growth  of  children  of  the  female  fex  is  in- 
jured by  the  ufe  of  flays,  for  the  better  information  of  pa- 
rents and  fchoolmafters  who  with  to  procure  a handfome 
fhape  to  their  children  or  pupils;  as  alfo  thofe  who  are  hot 
rich  enough  to  alter  their  ltays  in  proportion  to  the  growth 
of  fuch  children,  or,  having  the  means,  negleft  to  do  it. — 
The  above  differtation  fhail  be  diftributed  gratis,  and 
difperfed  among  the  public ; the  more  fo,  as  whole  nations, 
unacquainted  with  the  ufe  of  flays,  bring  up  a race  of 
children  remarkable  for  the  healshieft  confti Unions.” 

plate 
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piate  behind.  The  confluence  of  this 
reftraint  is,  that  the  young  lady  will  try 
to  relieve  herfelf  from  the  preffure  of  the 
upright  piece,  applied  dire&ly  over  the 
fpinal  procefies  of  the  vertebrae,  from 
that  of  the  crofs  piece  over  the  fcapulae, 
from  the  galling  of  the  fhoulder  ftraps  on 
the  arm-pits,  by  wringing  herfelf  into  fuch 
an  attitude  whilft  fhe  wears  it  as  to  procure 
fome  eafe.  But  this  cannot  be  readily 
done,  unleis  by  twilling  herfelf  a little  fide- 
ways,  to  flip  the  fprings  clear  of  the  parts 
they  pfefs  on,  particularly  the  fpinal  pro- 
cefles  of  the  vertebrse,  and  bending  the 
fpine  fomewhere.  And  it  may  be  eafily 
collected  from  what  has  been  faid  on 
ftrait-lacing,  that  if  the  confinement  is 
continued,  the  foundation  is  laid  for  a 
crooked  fpine  for  ever. 

The  moment  mifs  is  releafed  from  this 
machine,-  fhe  Hoops,  and  brings  her  fhoul- 
ders  forwards  more  than  ever,  in  order  to 
give  herfelf  eafe,  by  relaxing  thofe  muf- 
K 4 cles 
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cles  which  have  been  ftretched  by  an  un- 
natural exertion.  And  befides  the  danger 
of  a crooked  fpine,  her  attitudes  from  this 
reftraint  will  become  ftiffj  and  more  un- 
graceful than  ever. 

The  dancing- mafters  flocks  are  full 
as  reprehenfible  : there  is  a peculiar  make 
in  the  articulations  of  feme  fubje&s,  which 
cannot  be  altered ; to  place  the  limbs  out 
of  their  natural  date  and  attitudes  will 
give  pain ; therefore  the  moment  the  feet 
are  removed  out  of  confinement  the  toes 
are  turned  inward  more  than  ever  to  pro- 
cure eafe. — Young  ladies  who  are  well 
formed,  and  have  a good  ear,  will  readi- 
ly acquire  an  eafv  deportment,  and  grace 
in  dancing,  which  thofe  of  a different  de- 
fcription  can  never  attain.  Therefore,  if 
emulation,  and  a juft  method  of  teaching 
will  not  do.  Hocks  will  avail  nothing, 
but  may  on  the  contrary  do  a great  deal 
of  mifchief. 

Although  thefe  remarks  are  not  per- 
fectly 
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feaiy  conneded  with  our  fubjed,  yet  as, 
fcrophulous  conditutions  will  certainly  fuf- 
fer  more  from  tight  lacing  than  others, 
and  as  1 conceive  that  what  has  been  faid 
is  of  fome  importance  to  the  future  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  rifing  generation  of  my  fair 
countrywomen,  I hope  I fhall  be  pardon- 
ed this  long  digredion. 

The  Rachitis,  Rickets,  is  peculiarly  in- 
cident to  children  ; it  is  a real  tumefac- 
tion of  the  fubdance  of  the  bones,  which 
particularly  affeds  the  mod  lpungy  of 
them,  and  efpecially  the  extremities  of 
the  long  bones,  vertebrae,  and  cranium. 
From  this  affedion  a mod  Angular  en- 
largement takes  place,  and  is  particularly 
conipicuous  in  the  extremities  contiguous 
to  the  articulations,  and  in  the  bones  of 
the  cranium.  There  is  an  extraordinary 
derangement  of  the  bony  compagies  in 
all  thofe  cafes ; the  lamina,  or  plates  of 
the  bones,  are  feparated  from  each  other. 
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and  become  thinner ; the  number  of  can- 
celli  feem  to  be  increafed,  and  the  me- 
dullary cells  to  be  enlarged:  hence  the 
extremities  of  the  large  bones  at  the  arti- 
culations increafe  in  magnitude,  whilft  at 
the  fame  time  the  foftnefs  of  the  tex- 
ture of  thefe  bones,  particularly  the  legs, 
yields  to  the  incumbent  weight  of  the 
body,  and  they  bend  in  the  middle.  The 
diploe  likewife  now  expands,  and  fhoves 
the  tables  of  the  fkull  afunder,  the  lamina 
of  which  are  alfo  leparated  and  dimi- 
nifhed  in  thicknefs,  whilft  the  fpungy  tex- 
ture enlarges,  and  increafes  the  thicknefs 
of  the  feveral  bones.  And  it  is  well 
known,  that  the  bones  of  the  cranium  of 
children,  who  have  died  of  the  rickets, 
are  fometimes  of  an  enormous  magnitude 
and  thicknefs,  whilft  the  capacity  of  the 
cranium  within  feems  to  be  proportionally 
diminifhed. 

This  has  commonly  been  deemed  a 
diftinft  difeafe,  * fui  generis,  peculiarly  in- 
* Vide  Gliffon  de  Rachitide. 
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cident  to  children.  But  as  I never  faw 
the  rickets  but  in  fcrophulous  children 
descended  from  fcrophulous  parents,  I am 
led  to  fuppofe  it  to  be  only  a peculiar 
morbid  modification  of  the  fcrophula, 
which  affeCts  the  bones  folely  in  infancy. 

I am  the  more  difpofed  to  think  fo,  be- 
caufe  I have  feen  inftances  of  the  predo- 
minancy of  the  rickets  in  every  degree, 
whilft  die  prefence  of  fcrophula  was  evi- 
dent in  the  enlarged  lymphatic  glands 
of  the  neck  with  many  of  them  at  dif- 
ferent times  impofthumated  and  fome  ul- 
cerated, with  at  the  fame  time  a tume- 
faction of  the  abdomen  and  want  of  di- 
geftion  and  nutrition,  evincing  the  exift- 
ence  of  obftruCtion,  and  tumefaCtion  of 
the  mefenteric  glands,  d he  peculiar  mol- 
lities  oflium  incident  to  rickets,  .and  tu- 
mefaction of  the  bones,  accompanied  thele 
fymptoms ; the  fpine  confequently  either 
became  crooked  or  diminifhed  in  lengthy 
by  the  preffure  of  the  weight  of  the  head, 

&c. 
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&c.  and  the  bones  of  the  legs  and  thighs 
bent  under  this  weight  of  the  fuperiOr 
parts,  and  were  with  the  greateft  diffi- 
culty prevented,  by  the  contrivance  of 
liable  and  elaftic  machinery,  from  fuffer- 
ing  the  moll  grievous  diftortions. 


SECTION  III. 

; * : •< ' ■■■!>  • • 1 ; ri 0 ; 

Treatment  of  the  Scrophula. 

WAV  I NG  all  confideration  of  thofe 
abfurd  means,  which  have  occafi- 
onally  been  obtruded  on  the  public  for  the 
i cure 
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cure  of  fcrophubus  aflfeftions,  invented 
by  fuperftition  or  knavery,  and  nurtured 
by  credulity  and  fraud,  fiom  the  royal 
couch  to  the  mod  trifling  and  inflgmficant 
amulet,  I fhall  proceed  to  mention  me- 
dicines, that  have  been  found  from  my 
experience,  to  poifefs  attive  powers,  and 
have  had  a fenfible  effe£t  in  abating  the 
violence,  and  preventing  fome  of  the  evil 
confequences,  of  this  diftreffing  difeafe ; 
and  take  notice  of  fome  others,  whofe 
efficacy,  although  much  recommended, 
has  rather  appeared  doubtful. 

As  the  fcrophula  is  a difeafe  of  the 
lymphatic  fyftem,  attended  not  only  with 
obftru&ion  in  that  fyftem,  but  a peculiar 
laxity  of  all  the  folid  parts  of  the  body, 
the  principal  intentions  of  cure  fhould  be 
to  remove  the  obftrudtions,  and  ftrengthen 
the  tone  of  the  habit;  and  by  a happy 
mixture  of  thofe  means,  great  benefit  is 
often  derived.  And  by  whatever  methods 
thefe  are  attempted,  it  is  of  the  utmoft 

importance  to  the  patient  to  begin  early 

to 
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to  attempt  the  refolution  of  the  obftrudted 
glands,  before  inflammation  and  fuppu- 
ration  have  begun  to  take  place;  and 
fpeedily,  as  foon  as  an  appearance  of  re- 
folution is  evident,  to  apply  the  corrobo- 
rant plan. 

The  moft  attive  deobftruent  medicines 
that  I have  experienced  are  mercury, 
with  the  addition  of  opium,  with  repeated 
purging  with  fal  catharticus  amarus,  fal 
glauberi,  or  fea  water,  with  a conftant 
and  Heady  ufe  of  fal  fodae  and  extradt.  ci- 
cutas.  And  the  bell  corroborants  were 
the  Peruvian  bark  and  cold  bathing;  in 
the  fea  or  any  other  large  body  of  water. 
The  burnt  fpunge,  the  calcined  quercus 
marinus  (fea  wreck),  fo  much  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Rulfel,  and  called  by  him 
cethiops  vegetabilis,  guajacum,  farfaparil- 
la,  and  antimony,  and  others  which  fliall 
be  noticed  afterwards,  have  by  no  means 
been  attended  with  the  advantage  we 
have  been  taught  to  expedt  from  them. 
I have  had  no  experience  in  the  coltsfoot, 

revived 
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revived  and  recommended  by  Dr.  Cullen ; 
nor  in  the  terra  ponderofa  falita,  which 
has  been  lately  introduced  into  one  of 
the  hofpicals  in  London,  as  a medicine  of 
great  efficacy,  particularly  in  the  fcro- 
phula.  It  has  now,  however,  been  under 
trial  for  fome  months  in  this  town,  in 
the  cafe  of  a youth  of  feventeen  years  of 
age,  covered  with  ulcers  when  he  began 
to  ta,ke  it,  and  who  had  been  waiting  by 
the  almoft  daily  appearance  of  fiefh  fup- 
purarions,  and  a conftant  large  dilchaige, 
to  a Ikeleton  ; but  fo  far  from  lucceed- 
ing  here,  the  fuppurations  have  been  lar- 
ger and  more  frequent,  and  he  is  reduced 
to  nothing  but  the  fk-in  over  the  bones 
His  appetite  is  great,  and  he  drinks,  I 
am  told,  to  the  amount  of  three  pints  of 
port  wine  a day,  by  which  means  he  has 
probably  been  lupported  under  this  irri- 
menfe  daily  dilcharge*. 

XXL  Many 


* He  lank  under  this  difcharge,  and  died  foon  after 
this  paper  went  to  the  nrds.,  The  terra  ponderofa  falita 

was 
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XXI. 

Many  years  ago,  a fhoemaker  about 
twenty- four  years  of  age,  whofe  neck 
on  the  left  fide  was  wholly  occupied 
by  indurated  ftrumous  glands,  reach- 
ing from  the  ear  to  the  clavicle,  was 
put  under  a courfe  of  extr.  cicuta;  and 
the  mercurial  pill  of  the  laft  Pharm. 
Londin.  with  intervening  purgatives  and 
fea  bathing,  which  he  profecuted  for 
more'  than  two  months,  in  April,  May, 
and  June.  The  tumors  foftened,  and 
were  evidently  difperfing;  but  growing 
impatient  under  the  long  courfe  of  medi- 
cines, which  he  was  told  he  muft  fub- 
mit  to,  he  went  to  London,  and  got  ad- 
mitted into  St.  Thomas’s  hofpital.  What 

was  tried  in  other  cafes  about  the  fame  time,  both  in  ul- 
cerations and  tumors,  but  not  with  that  benefit  expeded 
from  its  ufe.  Indeed,  matters  appearing  to  become  worfe, 
it  was  totally  laid  afide,  and  recourfe  had  to  the  remedies 
mentioned  above,  adminiftered  according  to  the  different 
circumftances  of  die  cafes,  and  were  attended  with  confi- 
derable  advantage. 


was 
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was  done  there  I do  not  perfe6tly  know ; 
he  certainly  however  took  the  asthiops 
vegetabilis,  and  fome  occafional  purga- 
tives ; but  not  being  relieved,  he  was  dif- 
charged,  and  came  again  into  the  country, 
with  dire&ions  to  return  to  fea-bathing. — 
He  confulted  me  again  on  his  return ; 
bathed  in  the  haven  a little  below  the 
town;  took  either  fea- water  or  fal  cathar- 
ticus  amarus  as  purgatives,  and  the  tumors 
vaniflied  entirely  in  a few  months.  The 
mercury  and  cicuta  began  the  cure  by 
foftening  the  tumors,  and  the  bathing  in 
this  large  body  of  water,  in  autumn,  com- 
pleted the  bufinefs.  He  married  fome 
years  afterwards ; has  had  feveral  children, 
who  are  all  fcrophulous. 

XXII. 

I was  confulted  the  21ft  of  March 
1769  by  a young  woman  from  the  country, 
aged  twenty-two  years,  who  never  had 
menftruated,  refpedting  a groupe  of  large 
ftrumous  elands,  which  occupied  each  fide 

L of 
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of  the  neck,  but  more  on  the  right  than 
the  left  fide,  and  reached  from  ear  to 
ear  under  the  lower  jaw,  and  extended  as 
low  as  the  fternum.  They  were  from  the 
fize  of  a billiard  ball  to  that  of  a chelnut, 
and  adhered  firmly  together,  preventing 
the  motion  of  the  lower  jaw  and  impeding 
deglutition,  by  prefling  on  the  roots  of 
the  tongue,  the  larynx,  and  pharynx  ; and 
gave  her  great  pain.  She  had  alfo  a hard 
tumor  within  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen, 
on  her  ftomach,  reaching  from  the  enfi- 
form  cartilage  to  the  navel,  and  extending 
at  leaft  twelve  inches  from  fide  to  fide, 
pofleffing  the  epigaftric  region,  and  moft 
<df  the  hypochondria.  It  was  extremely 
hard  and  tenfe,  feemed  fixed,  yielded  not 
in  the  leaft  to  the  touch,  was  attended  with 
great  and  conftant  pain,  with  feverifh 
fyiTiptoms,  and  occafional  vomiting.  From 
every  appearance,  I concluded  that  this 
tumor  was  feated  in  the  liver,  but  I was 
miftaken. 

Our  hopes  of  relieving  this  poor  crea- 
ture 
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ture  were  but  {lender;  fine  was,  however, 
put  under  a courfe  of  the  ext  radium  cicu- 
tae,  with  the  addition  of  Dr.  Saunders’s 
grey  precipitate  of  calomel,  diredted  to  in- 
creafe  the  dofe  gradually,  to  rub  the  tu- 
mors with  oil  ftrongly  impregnated  with 
hemlock  by  boiling,  and  to  foment  the 
epigaftric  tumor  with  a ftrong  decodtion 
of  the  recent  herb,  which  lhe  could  eafily 
procure  near  her  abode  in  the  country. 

April  1.  The  glands  on  the  neck  and 
throat  were  fofter,  moveable,  and  fhe  could 
fwallow  without  pain  ; but  the  tumor  on 
the  gaftric  region  was  larger,  and  the  vo- 
miting frequent. 

April  8.  Tumors  under  the  maxilla 
were  much  leflened,  more  diftindt,  and 
moveable ; but  that  on  the  ftomach  was 
more  turgid  and  painful ; had  a poultice  of 
recent  hemlock  and  oatmeal  applied  to  it. 

April  14.  The  glandular  fwelHngs 
were  much  decreafed ; her  mouth  being 
affedted  by  the  mercury,  the  dofe  of  that 
was  diminilhedj  and  the  quantity  of  ex- 
b 2 , tradl. 
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tra£t.  cicutas  increafed : her  ftomach  was 
ftill  more  turgid  and  painful,  but  there 
was  no  perceptible  fludtuation. 

April  2 1 . As  fhe  was  gathering  hem- 
lock in  the  fields  fhe  felt  fomething  burft 
withiri,  and  fainted  away.  Being  miffed 
for  fome  length  of  time,  her  brother  came 
in  fearch  of  her,  found  her  in  this  condi- 
tion, and  had  her  conveyed  to  the  houfe. 
On  examination  the  tumor  on  the  ftomach 
was  found  to  be  fubfided,  and  before 
night  had  totally  difappeared.  From 
thefe  circumftances  it  was  plain,  that  al- 
though no  flu&uation  could  be  diftinguifh- 
ed,  this  tumor  certainly  contained  a fluid, 
which  when  it  burft,  efcaped  into  the  ca- 
vity of  the  abdomen,  arid,  therefore,  the 
dreadful  conferences  of  peritoneal  inflam- 
mation were  to  be  apprehended.  How- 
ever, as  the  quality  of  the  fluid  was  un- 
known, abforption  might  do  fomething 
in  her  favour,  and,  therefore,  the  fecre- 
tions,  particularly  by  the  kidneys,  were 
attempted  to  be  increafed  j a compofition 
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of  oxymel  fcillit.  & fyr.  diacod.  was  given 
for  that  purpofe,  and  a gentle  laxative} 
with  fal.  cathart.  amar.  to  procure  (tools. 

April  22.  She  had  paffed  a very  bad 
night,  being  haraffed  with  pains  darting 
from  her  back  through  the  abdomen,  fo 
very  acute  as  to  throw  her  into  convul- 
fions,  in  which  flie  remained  moft  of  this 
day,  which  fymptoms  were  relieved  by 

increafing  the  opiate. 

April  23.  After  a tolerable  night,  fhe 
complained  only  of  pain  in  kei  back,  and 
of  a weight  and  fulnefs  in  the  abdomen? 
which  was  eafily  diftinguifhed  in  the  left 
fide  on  which  (he  lay.  The  fite  of  the 
gaftric  tumor  was  as  foft  and  eafy  as  if 
no  fuch  fwelling  had  ever  exifted.  She 
was  diredted  to  continue  the  fquill  mixture, 
and  to  return  to  the  hemlock  and  mei  cu- 
rial  pills,  which  had  been  omitted  ever 
fince  the  rupture  of  this  tumor.  The 
fecretion  of  urine  had  much  increafed. 

April  24.  She  paffed  the  night  with- 
out pain,  had  difcharged  above  three 

L 3 quarts 
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quarts  of  urine,  and  faid  fhe  felt  hejfelf 
perfectly  well;  however  fhe  was -direct- 
ed to  continue  her  medicines.  I did 
not  fee  her  for  feveral  days  after  this; 
when,  to  my  furprize,  fhe  came  to  town, 
feemingly  in  as  good  health  as  ever,  with 
the  additional  fatisfaction  of  being  then 
under  an  eruption  of  the  catamenia,  which 
was  the  firft  time  in  her  life.  She  had 
adhered  ftridtly  to  her  medicines ; but  all 
fymptoms  of  pain,  weight,  and  uneafinefs, 
in  the  abdomen,  as  well  as  the  epigaftric 
tumor,  being  gone,  fhe  was  directed  to 
take  the  fquill  mixture  feldomer,  and  to 
leave  it  off  by  degrees ; but  to  continue 
the  hemlock  mercurial  pills,  and  to  gra- 
dually increafe  the  dofe  of  them.  The 
tumors  of  the  fubmaxillary  glands  being 
much  diminifhed  in  fize,  there  was  a pro- 
fpect  that  a perfeverance  in  thofe  remedies 
would  totally  reduce  them. 

I faw  her  a week  after  this  greatly 
mended  in  every  refpect ; and  ten  days 
after  that  fat  and  well,  but  defirous  of 

leaving 
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leaving  off  her  medidines.  But  as  the 
tumors  were  greatly  leffened  fmce  laff 
vifit,  and  were  manifeftly  refolving  every 
day,  ihe  was  encouraged  to  perfevere  in 
the  pills,  and  to  take  fome  fal  catharticus 
amarusj  and  as  (he  had  received  fo  much 
benefit  in  fo  ihort  a time,  there  was  great 
reafon  to  believe  that  the  glandular  fwel- 
lings  would  entirely  fubfide.  She  promifed 
me  that  Ihe  would ; and  as  I never  faw 
her  afterwards,  I fuppofe  that  ihe  perfectly 
recovered. 

W as  not  this  tumor  on  the  epigaftrium 
an  encyfted  lymphatic  collection,  and  the 
fluid  being  inoffenfive,  did  therefore  no 
injury  after  its  efcape  into  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen,  but  was  readily  abforbed 
and  difcharged  by  the  urinary  paffages  ? 

XXIII. 

Some  years  ago  a young  gentleman, 
about  fourteen  years  of  age,  who  had  been 
fubjeCt  to  pulmonary  complaints,  with 
pains  in  his  fide,  and  cough,  which  became 

L 4 more 
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more  alarming,  becaufe  his  mother  died 
of  a fcrophulous  confumption  not  long 
after  his  birth,  was  attacked  by  an  affec- 
tion in  his  cheft  of  a formidable  and  fe- 
rious  nature ; it  was  firft  attended  with 
peripneumonic  fymptoms,  which  were  re- 
lieved by  bleeding,  fmall  dofes  of  calomel 
and  opium,  and  bliftering.  After  the  ur- 
gent inflammatory  fymptoms  were  gone 
a dry  cough  remained,  with  a very  quick 
pulfe  towards  night,  and  morning  fweats, 
threatening  hedtic  fever  and  phthifis.  The 
vitriolic  acid,  light  preparations  of  the  Pe- 
ruvian bark,  and  gentle  occaflonal  purga- 
tives, relieved  thefe  fymptoms  j and  after 
a confinement  of  more  than  two  months 
his  health  feemed  to  be  re-eftablifhing, 
with  the  additional  affiltance  of  affes  milk. 
But  as  he  recovered,  it  was  obferved  that 
the  lymphatic  glands  on  the  left  fide  of 
his  neck  enlarged ; and  in  the  fpace  of 
'between  two  and  three  months  thofe  tu- 
mors gradually  increafed  in  fize  and  num- 
ber, fume  of  them  to  a very  confiderable 
magnitude,  when  the  right  fide  became 

alfo 
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alio  affected.  Some  of  the  largeft  of  thofe 
tumors,  which  had  appeared  firft,  became 
painful  to  the  touch,  and  threatened  in- 
flammation and  fuppuration.— Hewas  ap- 
proaching his  fifteenth  year,  when  he  was 
put  under  the  following  courfe,  with  a 
view  to  diffolve  the  indurations,  difperfe 
the  tumors,  and  prevent  fuppuration:  * 

One  fcruple  of  fal  fodae,  one  grain  of  ca- 
lomel, and  a portion  of  opium,  were  di- 
rected to  be  taken  every  night,  and  one 
drachm  of  fal  catharticus  amarus  every 
morning.  After  taking  thole  medicines 
fome  weeks  he  was  ordered,  in  addition  to 
them,  to  take  one  drachm  of  Peruvian 
bark  in  powder,  fome  time  every  day. 
He  perfevered  affiduoufly  in  this  courfe, 
and  the  glands  foftened  and  wafted  daily; 
but  it  was  twelve  months  before  they  were 
quite  refolved.  His  perfeverance  for  this 
very  long  time  was  rewarded  by  the  per- 
fedt  re-eftablilhment  of  his  health,  and  he 
is  now  a fine  young  man,  in  his  nineteenth 
year. — We  had  not  an  opportunity  cf 
ufing  the  cold  bath  in  this  cafe. 

XXIV.  I was 
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XXIV. 

I was  lately  confulted  in  the  cafe  of  a 
young  gentleman  of  family,  with  incipient 
ftrumous  indurations  of  the  glands  of  the 
neck,  and  put  him  under  a courfe  nearly  , 
fimilar  to  that  above-mentioned ; b.ut  he 
took  the  mercurial  dofe  only  every  other 
night,  and  the  fal  catharticus  amarus  on 
the  fucceeding  morning ; and  on  the  morn- 
ings on  which  the  cathartic  fait  was  omit- 
ted he  ufed  the  cold  bath,  and  every  day 
die  cortex  Peruvianus  and  fal  fodas : by 
which  means  the  turfiors  were  refolved  in 
lefs  than  two  months.  The  bath  here 
ufed  was  fea  water ; but  its  effect  could  be 
no  other  than  a mere  application  of  hid- 
den cold  to  the  furface.  of  the  body  : as  it 
was  in  a bathing- tub,  and  the  immerfion 
quick,  he  plunged  in  at  once,  and  came 
out  immediately  *. 

* I lately  faw  a fiippuratecl  fcrophnlous  tumor  (ready 
to  bur  ft)  on  the  neck  of  a young  fubjeft,  who  had  been 
forne  time  under  a ccurl'e  of  limilar  medicines,  wliofe  con- 
tents were  totally  abl'orbed,  and  die  tumor  difappeared 
without  any  inconvenience. 


I have 
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I have  feen  feveral  inftances  of  indu- 
rated lymphatic  glands  in  the  breafts  of 
young  females  reduced  by  the  fame 
means j and,  where  they  have  not  been 
entirely  refolved,  have  feen  them,  from 
being  large,  hard,  and  painful,  become 
foft  and  indolent,  and  fo  they  have  re- 
mained. The  patient,  however,  has  al- 
ways been  enjoined  to  avoid  every  kind 
of  preflure  or  other  injury  upon  the  part 
affefted,  as  it  appeared  evidently,  from 
a complete  refolution  not  taking  place, 
that  thofe  glands  had  from  a ftrumous 
taken  on  a fchirrous  modification,  which 
from  irritation  will  in  time  acquire  a can- 
cerous difpofition. 

I have  known  incipient  tumefactions  in 
the  thyroid  glands,  which  difeafe  is  term- 
ed by  medical  writer^  the  bronchocele, 
and  as  being  common  in  the  mountainous 
parts  in  Derbyfhire  is  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Derby-neck,  but  more  particularly 
on  the  Alpsj  where  it  is  named  the  goiters, 

yield 
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yield  to  mercury,  fal  cathartic,  and  the 
Peruvian  bark ; when  the  burnt  fponge, 
fuppofed  to  be  a fpecific  in  this,  I do  fup- 
pofe  fcrophulous  aftedlion  of  thofe  glands, 
has  failed.  An  inftance  of  this  kind  came 

(XXV  lately  under  my  infpedion  in 
a young  woman,  where  the  tu- 
mors increafed  fo  faft  as  to  prefs  upon  the 
larynx,  and  impede  both  breathing  and 
fwallowing.  The  calcined  fpunge  having 
no  effedt,  and  the  difeafe  daily  gaining 
ground,  fhe  was  diredled  to  lay  that  me- 
dicine afide,  and  to  anoint  the  tumors  and 
the  neighbouring  parts  every  night  with 
ftrong  mercurial  ointment,  to  wrap  the 
parts  in  flannel,  and  to  take  a drachm  of 
the  fal  catharticus  amarus  every  morning, 
and  the  fame  quantity  of  powdered  Peru- 
vian bark  every  day ; by  which  means 
thofe  tumors  difappeared  in  the  fpace  of  a 
month.  This  was  an  incipient  difeafe; 
but  we  are  not  to  infer  from  the  fuccefs 
in  this  cafe  that  this  method  will  prove 

equally 
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equally  fo  in  thofe  of  a long  Handing*.  It 
is  however  worth  trying  in  all,  and  pro- 
bably will  fucceed  wherever  the  refolution 
of  thofe  tumors  is  practicable.  — I have 
often  thought  that  a feton  pafifed  through 
the  bronchocele  might  be  attended  with 
advantage,  but  I never  tried  it. 

Scrophulous  tumefactions  in  the  upper 
lip  and  nofe,  with  fometimes  flight  ulce- 
rations, difcharging  an  acrid  ichor,  both 
on  the  inflde  of  the  nofe  and  on  the  out 
and  inflde  of  the  lip,  occur  both  in  youth, 
and  in  perfons  of  the  middle-age,  and 
are  fometimes  extremely  troublefome  and 
painful.  A liniment  compofed  of  calo- 
mel and  honey,  or  calomel  and  the  honey 
of  rofes,  generally  heals  the  ulcerations ; 
and  fmall  dofes  of  calomel,  and  purgatives 
of  the  cathartic  fait,  with  the  Peruvian 
bark,  commonly  removes  the  tumefac- 
tions. 

* Since  the  above  was  written,  I have  feen  a diftrefGug 
cafe  of  this  kind  of  long  (landing;  and  by  a fimilar  method 
two  large  tumors  upon  the  larynx  and  upper  part  of  the 
trachea  arteria,  have  been  almoft  intirely  difperfed. 

Sear- 
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Sea- water  taken  internally,  and  fea- 
bathing,  have  long  been  in  ufe  for  the 
fcrophula,  as  well  as  other  difeafes  ; and 
on  account  of  its  fuppofed  efficacy,  feve- 
ral  towns  fituated  on  the  fea-fhore  have 
many  years  been  the  fafhionable  places  of 
refort  in  the  lummer  months.  Together 
with  the  drinking  of  the  water  and  bath- 
ing, the  mucilage  contained  in  the  pods 
of  the  fea-wreck  ( quercus  marinus ) for 
external  friddion  on  the  glands,  and  the 
black  afhes  of  this  plant,  have  been 
ftrongly  recommended  by  Dr.  Ruffel, 
under  the  name  of  aethiops  vegetabilis, 
in  this  difeafe,  and  other  marine  fubftances, 
as  cuttle-fifla  bone,  coralline,  marine-fhells 
burnt  to  lime,  and  ether  things  of  doubt- 
ful properties ; whilft  the  breathing  of  fea- 
air  has  been  fuppofed  to  promote  the  ef- 
ficacy of  thofe  remedies. 

I mull  confefs  that  I have  my  doubts 
as  to  the  fea-water’s  poffeffing  powers  in 
a fuperior  degree  to  any  other  medicines 
in  the  fcropbula ; nor  do  I think  that  it 
q merits 
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merits  the  virtues  given  it  by  Rufiel  and 
Speed.  My  reafons  are  the  following, 
however  heterodox  they  may  appear;  but 
truth  is  my  guide. 

I have  long  lived  in  a fea-poft  town  of 
great  trade,  and  the  haven  from  the  town 
to  the  oppofite  fide  is  at  leaft  half  a mile 
wide.  The  diftance  from  the.  town  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Ouze  (which  forms 
the  haven)  where  it  opens  into  Lynn 
Deeps,  an  extenfive  inlet  from  the  Ger- 
man ocean,  is  about  two  miles  and  a halfl 
A large  body  of  fea-water  flows  from  this 
inlet  up  the  haven,  many  miles  above  the 
town,  twice  in  twenty-four  hours ; and  with 
the  tide  we  may  fuppofe  a very  large  fliare 
of  fea-air;  and  during  the  fummer  months 
fea-bathing  is  conftantly  ufed,  when  the 
time  of  high  water  will  admit  of  it,  by 
men  of  all  defcriptions ; and  many  of  the 
boys  are  feldom  out  of  the  water  in  the 
day-time,  except  at  fchool  hours,  all  fum- 
mer. Yet  it  is  no  lefs  ftrange  than  true, 
there  are  no  where  more  diftrefied  vie* 
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tlms  to  the  fcrophula  to  be  met  with  than 
at  Lynn ! and  they  are  as  frequently  to 
be  met  with  amongft  the  lower  orders  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  are  ufed  to  the  water 
daily,  as  in  the  other  ranks  of  life,  whofe 
bufmefs  has  no  conneftion  with  it.  And 
in  no  inland  town  within  my  knowledge, 
which  extends  at  leak  thirty  miles  around 
Lynn,  did  I ever  fee  fo  bad  cafes  of  this 
difeafe  as  in  this  town,  in  a courfe  of 
more  than  forty  years  pra&ice. 

- The  inference  to  be  drawn  from  thefe 
remarks  is,  that  if  fea-water  and  fea-air 
were  fuch  fpecifics,  furely  the  fcrophula 
would  be  far  lefs  formidable  at  Lynn  than 
in  any  of  the  inland  towns ; but  it  is  a 
melancholy  truth  that  it  is  not  io ! And 
from  long  obfervation  I am  rather  inclin- 
ed to  think  that  it  is  really  more  fevere 
and  diftreifing. 

It  may  be  alleged  that  as  moifture  will 
increafe  the  laxity  of  the  fibres  it  will 
augment  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  in 
lbme  fcrophulous  habits,  confequently  this 

may 
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may  be  the  caufe  why  fa  many  have  it  lo 
feverely  in  this  place.  Lynn  certainly 
/lands  very  low,  fo  does  every  town  in  a 
fenny  fituation  in  this  neighbourhood. 
Lynn  is  furrounded  by  m.trfhy  grounds, 
and,  therefore,  there  mull  be  a large  eva- 
poration from  thefe  as  well  as  from  the 
large  body  of  water  in  the  haven.  The 
towns  in  the  fens,  fituated  from  fouth- 
weft  to  north-weft  of  the  town  of  Lynn, 
are  furrounded  by  large  bodies  of  frefti 
water,  by  the  low  fenny  grounds  being 
overflowed  in  the  winter,  and  the  evapora- 
tion from 'thence  is  prodigious;  and  being 
frefti  water,  and  liable  to  corruption  from 
putrid  animal  and  vegetable  matters  in 
this  ftagnant  ftate,  may  be  fuppofed  to  be 
more  liable  to  increafe  the  feverity  of  this 
difeafe  on  that  account.  But  it  does  not 
appear  to  be  fo  in  fadt ; at  leaf!  I have  not 
feen  any  number  of  inftances  in  proof  of 
this ; and  Lynn  poflefles  an  advantage 
which  the  fenny  fltuations  do  not ; in  them 
the  evaporation  becomes  always  ftagnant, 
M unlefs 
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unlefs  in  high  winds ; but  at  Lynn  vapor 
cannot  be  ftagnant,  but  muft  be  put  in 
motion  by  the  conftant  flux  and  reflux  of 
the  tide  : and  it  is  well  known,  that  when 
the  remittent  fever  becomes  epidemic  in 
this  country  that  it  always  rages  fome 
weeks,  in  the  fenny  fituations  of  the  above 
defcription,  before  it  appears  at  Lynn; 
which  we  may  prefume  is  owing  to  the 
falutary  effe£ts  of  the  tides,  in  not  only 
caufing  a fort  of  ventilation  through  the 
effluvia,  and  difperfing,  part  of  them  into 
the  upper  regions  of  the  atmofphere,  but 
alfo  in  waffling  into  the  fea  fome  of  thofe 
putrid  matters  which  are  partly  the  fource 
of  thofe  infe&ious  effluvia. 

If  I miftake  not,  there  are  fome  places, 
of  public  refort,  for  the  purpofe  of  bath- 
ing and  drinking  fea-water,  full  as  low  in 
fituation  as  Lynn,  if  we  may  judge  from 
the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tide,  which  is 
by  no  means  a bad  criterion  to  judge  by  ; 
and  I think  that  Southampton  is  one  of 
die  number. 


The 
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The  ufe  of  lea-water  internally  and  ex- 
ternal! y has  been  fuppofed  to  be  fuperior 
to  every  other  remedy  in  this  difeafe.  Its 
efficacy  internally,  I apprehend,  depends 
merely  on  its  purgative  quality ; and  it  is 
doubtful  whether  its  application  externally 
is  fuperior  to  bathing  in  a large  body  of 
frefh  water.  The  continuation  of  the  purga- 
tive certainly  may  receive  confiderable  af- 
fiftance  from  the  co-operation  of  the  bath, 
as  a tonic,  in  a difeafe  where  there  exifts 
a laxity  in  the  folids  in  an  extreme  degree. 
This  fuggeftion  has  a foundation  in  ex- 
perience; equal  advantages,  at  leaft,  having 
been  obtained  from  different  remedies, 
and  the  cold  bath  in  a large  body  of  wa- 
ter, at  fuch  a diftance  from  the  fea  where 
it  was  imprafticable  to  procure  fea-water 
either  for  drinking  or  bathing.  More- 
over the  advantage  arifing  from  fea-bath- 
ing  in  fome  places  is  merely  nominal,  and 
in  no  refpedt  better  than  cold  water  in  a 
large  bathing  tub,  and  by  no  means  equal 
to  a large  cold  bath,  becaufe  the.  patients 
M 2 do 
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do  not  bathe  in  the  open  Tea,  but  in  baths 
of  eight  or  ten  feet  fquare,  which  are  fup- 
plied  by  a pump  from  a refervoir,  which 
can  only  be  filled  with  fea-water  at 
fpring  tides ; and  tnofe  refervoirs  are  ex- 
pofed  to  the  heat  of  the  fun,  liable  to  be- 
come putrid,  and  confequently  are  neither 
fo  cqld  nor  fo  wholefome  as  water  di- 
rectly from  the  fpring. 

If  we  confider  fea-water  chemically? 
we  may  prefume  that  its  virtues  as  a pur- 
gative muff  depend  upon  the  aggregate  of 
its  component  parts  and  as  we  are  in 
poffeflion  of  the  principal  of  thofe  in  a 
feparate  ftate,  as  in  the  foffil  alcali  and 
magnefian  earth,  and  the  compound  falts 
formed  from  thefe  fubftances,  by  their 
combination  with  different  acids  (as  the 
better  purging  fait,  Glauber’s,  and  Ro- 
chelle falts)  as  well  as  the  marine  fait  it- 
felf,  which  contains  calcareous  earth,  with 
its  other  ingredients ; every  thing  to  be 
expe&ed  from  the  internal  ufe  of  fea- 
water  may  be  accomplifhed  by  a proper 

exhibition 


On  Scrophulous  AffeRions.  165 

exhibition  of  thofe  Salts,  and  continuing 
the  ufe  of  them  for  a neceffary  length  of 
time.  But  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  pa- 
tients to  perfevere  in  a long  courfe  of  me- 
dicines, however  beneficial  it  may  be  re- 
presented to  them ; whilft  from  the  force 
of  example,  and  not  regarding  fea-water 
as  a medicine,  they  will  continue  the  ufe  of 
it  many  months,  and  repeat  a long  courfe 
of  it  every  year.  Therefore  I am  led  to 
think  that  all  the  advantages  derived  by 
fcrophulous  patients  from  attending  public 
places  of  refort  for  fea-bathing  and  drink- 
ing fea-water,  feem  to  depend  on  their 
bathing  in  a larger  body  of  water  than  is  to 
be  met  with  in  inland  parts  of  the  country  • 
and  in  perfevering  in  this  practice,  and  in 
a ftate  of  conftant  purging,  by  taking  fea- 
water  every  day,  more  than  in  any  fpecific 
quality  which  the  water  itfelf  pofiefies  in 
Subduing  this  difeafe.  The  conftant  ex- 
ercife,  when  the  patient  is  able  to  bear  it, 
will  add  to  the  plan  of  ftrengthening  the 
fyftem.  And  that  hilarity  which  always 
M 3 attends 
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attends  large  meetings  and  public  places 
of  diverfion  will  have  a great  fhare  in 
foothing  the  mind  of  thofe  feverely  afflict- 
ed with  this  difeafe,  and  divert  their  at- 
tention from  their  fufferings.  T o which 
may  be  added,  the  confidence  which  the 
patient  has  in  the  efficacy  of  thefe  reme- 
dies. All  which  advantages  may  be  ob- 
tained under  the  guidance  of  common 
fenfe  at  a diftance  from  the  fea. 

Burnt  fpunge  a\id  aethiops  vegetabilis 
muft  be  taken  in  large  quantities,  and  pef- 
fevered  in  long,  to  produce  any  remark- 
able effeCt ; and  what  effeCts  are  produced 
I am  ftrongly  of  opinion  muft  depend  upon 
the  quantity  of  the  foffil  alcali,  which  thofe 
afhes  contain ; and  the  extrication  of  this 
fait  muft  depend  upon  the  degree  of  incine- 
ration which  the  fpunge  and  fea  oak  have 
undergone  *,  dnd  the  quantity  of  fluid  in 

the 

* Dr.  Lewis,  in  his  New  Difpenfatorv,  page  7.59,  in 
the  article  fpongiae  uftio,  fays,  “ Its  virtues  ft  cm  to  de- 
“ pend  upon  a volatile  alcali  juft  formed,  and  combined 
‘f  with  its  own  oil : if  the  fponge  be  diftilied  with  a ftrong 

‘‘  heat, 
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the  ftomach.  Surely  the  fal  fodae  given 
in  dofes,  the  quantities  of  which  can  be 
afcertained,  would  be  a more  elegant  and 
efficacious  medicine  than  either  of  thefe 
powders  j the  dole  of  which,  for  the  above 
reafons,  cannot  be  adjufted  with  equal 
precifion ; and  I am  confident  that  I have 
feen  the  exhibition  of  this  fait  attended 
with  much  more  advantage. 

“ heat,  it  yields  a large  proportion  of  that  fait  in  its  pro- 
“ per  form.  The  fait  is  in  this  preparation  fo  far  extri- 
“ cated,  that  if  the  burnt  fpunge  be  ground  in  a brafs 
“ mortar  it  corrodes  the  metal  fo  as  to  contract  a dif- 
“ agreeable  taint,  and  fometimes  an  emetic  quality.” 
With  deference  to  this  ingenious  writer’s  opinion,  I 
conceive  that  the  corrofion  of  the  brafs,  in  this  inftance,  is 
no  more  a proof  of  the  prefence  of  the  volatile  alcali  than 
of  the  foflile  alcali,  or  indeed  any  other  frit,  becaufe  any 
fait  will  corrode  brafs  and  produce  rud  of  copper,  which 
certainly  in  a fufficient  quantity  will  prove  emetic. 
Therefore  I am  ftrongly  of  opinion,  that  as  we  know  from 
experience  that  the  fal  fodse  poifelfes  great  folvent  powers, 
when  given  in  fcrophula,  that  all  the  deobdruent  proper- 
ties which  the  burnt  fpunge  has  is  more  likely  to  depend 
•upon  the  quantity  of  the  foflile  alcali  remaining  in  thofe 
afhes,  after  the  marine  acid  which  held  it  in  a (late  of  neu- 
tralization is  volatililed  and  expelled  by  the  heat,  during 
the  calcination  of  the  fpunge,  than  on  the  newly-generated 
volatile  alcali  dated  by  this  author;  and  as  the  quantity 
mud  be  but  fmall,  and  unafcertained,  in  the  dofe  of  the 
burnt  fpunge  commonly  given,  it  mud  be  much  better  to 
depend  upon  the  fal  fodae,  the  dofc  of  which  can  be  deter- 
mined with  accuracy. 
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The  madrepora,  corallines,  corals,  cut- 
tle-fifh  bone,  and  fea-fhells,  are  mere  ab- 
forbent  earths,  and  poffefs  no  other  virtues 
than  chalk  or  any  other  calcareous  foffil 
production  ; and  when  they  are  calcined, 
which  has  been  recommended,  become  a 
cauftic  quick-lime,  and  poffefs  no  other 
virtues  than  lime  made  by  calcining  any 
calcarious  earth. — I never  had  any  opi- 
nion of  them  in  this  difeafe,  and,  there- 
fore, never  ufed  them;  yet  I have  known 
them  given  in  different  fhapes  by  others, 
without  affording  the  fmalieft  advantage. 
The  fquill  is  certainly  poffeffed  of  great 
deobftruent  powers ; it  adits  the  fecre- 
tions,  efpecially  that  of  urine  ; it  promotes 
expectoration,  and  is  ufeful  in  infarctions  of 
the  lungs,  befides  its  mild  emetic  effects. 
As  to  millepedes,  I have  feen  vaft  quan- 
tities of  them  taken,  both  alive,  and  pre- 
pared, for  a fucceffion  of  very  many  years; 
but  I cannot  fay  I ever  faw  any  benefit 
from  their  ufe,  either  in  this  difeafe,  in  the 
fchirrus,  or  in  the  cancer,  nor  indeed  in 
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any  other  for  which  thofe  infects  have 
been  extolled. 

Perhaps  the  ufe  of  mercury  in  this 
difeafe  may  by  fome  be  deemed  hetero- 
dox, becaufe  it  has  been  condemned  by 
Dofrors  Ruflel,  Speed,  and  fome  others 
I could  name,  as  occafioning  too  much 
irritation  from  its  fuppofed  fdmulating- 
properties.  This  opinion  lias  apparently 
been  taken  up  upon  theory  only,  1 might 
have  faid  conjecture,  and  not  from  proper 
and  attentive  obfervation.  Men  argue 
and  draw  conclufions  often  from  the  abufe 
and  not  the  ufe  of  mercury.  Fpr  the  ef- 
ficacy of  mercury,  properly  exhibited,  in 
removing  inflammation,  fufliciently  proves 
its  properties  to  be  diredtly  contrary  to 
what  had  been  fuppofed  ; and  that  befides 
the  decbltruent  powers  it  fo  eminently  pc fr 
fefles,  it  is  alfo  fedative  and  antifpafmodic. 
By  abufe  the  belt  food  may  be  converted 
to  a poifon. 

: ' ; i . . : : : ! ii  • ' - ’•  V 0 
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SECTION  IV. 

HE  chirurgical  treatment  of  fcro- 


phulous  tumors  and  ulcers  is,  I 
believe,  confined  within  a very  narrow 
compafs.  Simplicity,  wherever  it  can  be 
adhered  to,  in  every  difeafe  which  is  the 
object  of  furgery,  is  always  the  bell  prac- 
tice, and  in  none  more  than  in  this.  I 
never  found  fomentations  or  cataplafms, 
ufed  with  a view  to  difperfe  ftrumous 
glandular  tumors,  of  any  advantage:  I 
have,  on  the  contrary,  thought  them  often 
detrimental,  by  bringing  on  an  inflam- 
matory difpofition  in  the  tumor.  An 
emollient  poultice  was  indeed  ufeful  when 
•the  tumor  was  already  inflamed,  and  cer- 
tainly difpofed  to  fuppuration  ; and  when 
the  inflammation  was  of  a dulky  hue,  and 
the  powers  of  life  languid,  with  evident 
marks  of  a flow  fuppuration  having  taken 


place,, 
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place,  fuch  ftimulating  fubftances  added 
to  the  cataplafms,  as  are  well  known  to 
forward  maturation,  have  been  of  great 
fervice. 

I have  always  found  it  the  beft  practice- 
to  fuffer  the  external  fuppurations  in  ftru- 
mous  tumors  to  burft  fpontaneoufly,  un- 
lefs  when  they  were  in  the  vicinity  of  bones 
or  large  blood  veflels.  When  either  of 
thefe  circumftances  happened,  the  matter, 
for  obvious  reafons,  was  difeharged  early 
by  incifion.  The  fimpleft  applications, 
as  white  liniment,  or  a cerate  of  wax  and 
oil,  were  the  beft  to  ulcerated  fcrophulous 
glands ; but  if  the  ulcer  remained  crude, 
and  did  not  digeft  kindly,  red  precipitate, 
or,  if  that  gave  pain,  calomel,  fprinkled 
on  its  furface,  aflifted  to  promote  the  for- 
mation of  good  pus,  and  the  growth  of 
granulations. — I have  feen  txhe  ftrong  mer- 
curial ointment  alter  the  complexion  of 
the  ulcer  very  much  for  the  better  in  a 
fliort  time. 

If  the  matter  is  deep  feated  amongft  the 
4 mufcles^ 
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mufcles,  and  near  bones,  or  large  blood 
veflels,  it  fbould  (as  already  faid)  be  dif- 
charged  by  incifion : and  this  fhould  be 
done  as  foon  as  there  is  any  evidence  of 
its  exiftence,  to  prevent  the  mifchief  which 
mn ft  arife  from  its  long  abode  in  fuch 
filiations.  And  the  palling  of  a feton 
under  the  bellies  of  large  mufcles,  as  thofe 
on  either  extremities,  where  fuch  collec- 
tions have  been,  has,  under  my  inipeftion, 
been  attended  with  great  advantage;  which 
having  remained  till  the  parts  were  well 
digefted,  and  incarned,  were  withdrawn, 
and  the  part  united  firmly,  without  the 
fmalleft  inconvenience  to  their  motions 
afterwards.  Whether  the  feton  is  employ- 
ed or  not,  a counter-opening  in  fuch  deep- 
feated  collections  is,  when  pra&icable,  of 
great  utility. 

XXVI. 

I remember  an  inftance  in  a man  of 
upwards  of  fifty  years  of  age,  who'  had  a 
fcrophulous  abfcefs  form  on  the  temporal 

mufcle, 
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mufcle,  with  the  lower  end  of  its  cavity 
extending  downwards  under  the  zygoma- 
tic procefs.  When  fully  maturated  the 
matter  pointed  outwardly,  and  was  dil- 
charged  from  an  opening  made  above  this 
procefs ; but  could  not  be  perfectly  eva- 
cuated from  that  part  of  the  cavity  behind 
the  zygoma,  efpecially  in  an  ere<5t  pollute; 
and,  therefore,  endangered  by  continuance 
and  contiguity  the  rendering  of  the  bone 
carious.  To  obviate  which  a feton  was 
palled  through  the  opening  downwards 
behind  this  procefs,  and  brought  out  un- 
der its  lower  edge ; by  which  means  the 
matter  found  an  eafy  vent  at  this  depend- 
ing orifice,  and  the  bone  was  prevented 
from  receiving  any  injury  by  its  abode 
behind  it;  which  probably  would  have 
been  the  cafe,  if  this  outlet  had  not  been 
made.  The  feton  was  retained  until  a 
proper  digellion  and  incarnation  took 
place,  when  it  was  withdrawn,  and  die 
ulcer  healed  kindly. 


The 
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The  treatment  of  fcrophulous  affedtions 
of  the  articulations  depends  upon  the  parts 
involved  in  the  calamity,  the  condition  of 
them,  and  the  quantity  of  the  difeafe  in 
the  habit.  In  cafes  where  one  joint  is 
only  affedted  it  muft  be  very  different 
from  thofe  wherein  morbid  appearances 
are  prevalent  through  the  whole  fyftem. 
If,  for  inflance,  one  articulation  is  fo  in- 
jured as  to  require  amputation,  if  in  a part 
where  that  is  pradticable,  and  this  appears 
to  be  the  only  difeafed  part  of  the  confti- 
tution,  the  removal  of  the  morbid  limb 
might  prefer ve  the  life  of  the  patient. 
But  if  many  other  parts  befides  this  are 
deeply  affedted  with  the  diftemper,  in  the 
form  of  indurations,  abfceffes,  or  ulcers, 
the  operation  muft  not  only  be  fruitlefs, 
but  contribute  to  the  more  fpeedy  de- 
ftrudtion  of  the  patient.  Therefore  great 
circumfpedhon  and  patience  are  required 
in  the  chirurgical  treatment  of  fcrophu- 
lous 
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fous  affections  of  the  articulations,  par- 
ticularly in  the  large  ones  of  the  extre- 
mities. 

When  a caries  is  deep  feated  there  is 
very  little  probability  of  relieving  the  pa- 
tient but  by  amputation ; yer,  for  the  rea- 
fons  above  noticed,  it  is  not  always  eafy 
to  decide  on  the  expediency  of  the  ope- 
ration, even  when  a folitary  joint  is  ap- 
parently die  feat  of  the  difeale  only;  ap- 
pearances are  fomedmes  fallacious,  and  a 
haily  determination  muff  be  exceedingly 
wrong. — I am  exceedingly  forry  to  fay  it, 
but  many  years  ago  I knew 
an  inflance  of  an  amputation 
of  an  arm  for  a fcrophulous  affection  of  the 
elbow  joint,  in  confequence  of  the  refult 
of  a confultation  in  London,  where  the 
patient,  not  latisfied  with  the  opinions  he 
had  had  in  the  country,  went:  when  it 
appeared  that  the  bones  were  enlarged 
and  foftened  in  their  texture  at  their  extre- 
mities ; that  no  real  caries  had  taken  place 
in  them;  that  no  acrid,  purulent  matter 
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was  in  the  cavity  of  the  joint ; and  that 
the  chief  feat  of  the  difeafe  was  in  the 
burke  mucolie,  and  the  cells  of  the  tela 
cellulofa,  which  were  filled  with  gelati- 
nous matter ; and  in  confequence  of  this 
die  ligaments  and  cellular  membrane 
were  thickened.  This  cafe  naturally  led 
to  future  caution,  and  fince  that  time  I 
have  feen  feveral  inftances  fimilar  to  this 
in  the  elbow  joint  treated  fuc^efs fully, 
with  the  inconvenience  of  a ftiff  joint  only 
in  fome ; but  in  others,  who  were  lefs  a f- 
fetfted  with  the  difeafe,  the  ufe  of  this  arti- 
culation v/as  preferved. 

Amputation  ought  never  to  take  place 
in  this  difeafe,  but  when  the  patient  is.  in 
evident  danger  of  dying  tabid,  from  the 
immenfity  of  the  difeharge,  and  laedtic 
fever  of  abforption ; in  a cafe  where  a 
folitary  joint,  with  a deep  feated  caries  of 
the  bones,  is  the  feat  of  the  difeafe . only, 
wjhilft.  the  reft  of  the  body  remains  appa- 
rently free  from  it. 

The 
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The  internal  treatment,  where  the  ar- 
ticulations are  the  feat  of  the  fcrophula, 
is  not  different  from  that  which  takes 
•place  when  the  difeafe  affetts  other  parts 
of  the  fyflem.  The  external  treatment  , 
admits  of  fome  variation,  according  to 
the  {late  of  the  affection. 

I have  known  inffances  where  mercu- 
rial friction,  with  the  ftrong  ointment,  co- 
operating with  the  internal  regimen,  was 
attended  with  fuccefs  when  the  difeafe  was 
confined  to  the  burfe  mucofse  and  tela  cel- 
lulofa  furrounding  the  joint,  and  infarfted 
with  infpiflated  lymph,  when  the  parts 
were  not  inflamed,  and  the  articulation 
moveable ; we  may  fuppofe  this  might  be 
brought  about  by  the  infpiflated  fluids 
being  attenuated,  and  the  abforption  re- 
ftored  by  thefe  means : be  that  as  it  may, 
the  fafl  is  certain,  that  by  perleverance  in 
the  internal  medicines  mentioned,  and 
this  mode  of  treatment  externally  for  a 
confiderable  length  of  time,  the  joint  has 
been  reftored  to  its  natural  fun&ions. 

N . B lifters 
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Blifters  have  been  ufed  with  great 
advantage  in  difeafes  of  the  joints,  parti- 
cularly in  fcrophulous  affections  of  the 
knees  and  elbows ; and  their  greateff  ef- 
ficacy Teems  to  take  place  where  the  bur- 
ke rriucofe  and  tela  cellulofa  are  infarCted 
with  gelatinous  matter : they  feem  to  pof- 
fefs  a power  from  the  cantharides  of  at- 
tenuating the  infpiffated  lymph,  and  ren- 
dering it  more  fit  for  abforption ; and  by 
their  flimulus  to  roufe  and  give  energy 
to  the  lymphatics,  and  enable  them  to 
perform  their  office.  This,  and  the  large 
difcharge,  as  we  may  fuppofe,  of  morbid 
matter,  induced  by  their  repeated  appli-  * 
cation,  have  greatly  contributed  to  reftore 
the  freedom  of  the  joint.  I have  feen  in- 
ftances  of  their  ufe  both  in  the  knees  and 
elbows,  but  think,  when  this  was  the  cafe, 
that  the  bones  were  found ; although  we 
learn  from  fome  late  obfervations  that 
they  have  fucceeded  where  there  was  a 
caries;  and,  as  might  be  expected,  an 
anchylofis  enfued. 

Cauftics, 
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Cauftics,  applied  above  and  below  the 
.difeafed  joints  (efpecially  the  knee  and 
elbow)  are  often  attended  with  advantage. 
And  fometimes,  when  the  tumid  cells 
have  been  opened  by  the  knite,  the  ge- 
latinous infpiiTated  contents  evacuated,  and 
the  morbid  parts  expofed  by  tne  incifion, 
Simulated  and  cleanfed  by  the  occafional 
application  of  efcharotics,  until  digeftion 
was  fully  eftablifhed ; this  treatment ' has 
been  attended  with  fuccefs,  and  die  pa- 
tient, with  the  afiiftance  of  the  regimen 
before-mentioned,  has  recovered  the  free 
ule  of  his  joint. 

XXVIII. 

I was  confulted  in  Auguft  and  Septem- 
ber 1777  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  W — h — , 
from  the  Ifle  of  Ely,  thirty  miles  diltant 
from  Lynn,  who  had  been  long  afflifted 
with  an  enlarged  knee,  from  a fcrophplous 
caufe.  The  tumefaction  was  of  a very 
confiderable  magnitude,  was  attended  with 
great  lamenefs,  and  wore  a very  thjreaten- 

N 2 * ing 
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ing  afpeCt.  A fmall  tumor  had  been, 
opened,  and  a very  foul  ulcer  remained  on 
the  infide  of  the  tibia,  with  finufes  run- 
ning from  it  in. different  directions,  dif- 
charging  a crude  ichor,  mixed  with  a 
gelatinous  infpiffated  lymph.  All  the  te- 
la cellulofa  involved  in  the  tumefaCtion 
was  thickened  and  infarCted ; and  when 
the  finufes  were  laid  open  afterwards, 
they  were  found  to  communicate  with 
others  running  in  the  cellular  texture ; 
and  upon  exploring  thefe,  it  was  dif- 
covered  that  tire  cells  were  diftended 
with  this  morbid  infpiffated  coagulable 
lymph. 

The  common  means  to  promote  digef- 
tion,  and  a difcharge  of  this  morbid  jelly, 
proving  ineffectual,  it  was  agreed  to  open 
-every  finus  that  prefented,  in  order  to  eva- 
luate all  the  morbid  gelatinous  matter 
that  poffibly  could  be  done  in  this  way, 
and  to  deftroy  the  difeafed  cellular  mem- 
brane with  efcharotics,  and  then  to  en- 
deavour to  promote  digeftion.  The  late 
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Mr.  Thorbourne*  of  March,  in  the  I fie 
of  Ely,  his  furgcon,  performed  the  . talk 
with  fuccefs:  wlun  frtdh  finufes  appeared 
they  were  opened,  and  pretty  numerous 
they  were;,  the  gelatinous  matter  v/as 
difcharged  by  degrees  from  the  cells,  the 
moi  bid  parts  were  gradually  deflroyed  by 
efcharotics  of  red  precipitate,  &c.  a di- 
geftion  was  at  length  eftablifhed ; but  it 
was  a work  of  time  and  great  attention 
before  a cure  was  completed,  which  at. 
length  was  happily  effected,  and  he  re- 
covered the  perfect  ufe  of  his  knee. 
Strong  mercurial  ointment  was  the  chief 
drefling.  Whilft  the  furgeon  was  per- 
forming his  part  externally,  the  patient 

, * The  fate  of  this  gentleman  affords  a melancholy  in- 
ftance,  among  many,  of  the  dangers  to  which  medical  men- 
are  expofed.  He  ftudied  more  than  five  years  in  the  me- 
dical fchools  in  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  and  was 
poifeffed  of  great  knowledge  in  his  profeffion ; in  the  dili- 
gent profecution  of  which  he  loll  his  life  by  contagion, 
during  the  raging  of  the  marlh  remittent  fever  (in  the 
fpring  of  1780)  which  was  univerlally  epidemic  and  ma- 
lignant in  this  country,  from  the  time  of  the  inundation 
from  the  fea,  January  1,  1779,  to  1785.  And  has  wife 
furvived  him  but  three  weeks,  being  cut  off  by  the  fame 
difeafe,  leaving  feveral  lmall  children  to  deplore,  their  lofs. 

N 3 was 
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was  put  under  an  internal,  courfe  of  fmall 
dofes  of  calomel,  opium,  and  extradt.  ci- 
cutas  every  night,  and  fmall  dofes  of  ca- 
thartic fait  every  morning,  a decodt.  far- 
faparill.  cum  cort.  Peruvian,  through  the 
day : which  being  continued  feme  weeks, 
the  farfaparilla  was  laid  afide ; and  the 
Peruvian  bark,  with  the  addition  of  fal 
fodae,  was  continued  through  the  day,  un- 
til the  cure  was  effedted,  which  wa$  not 
till  many  months  afterwards.— It  was  re-  • 
markable,  that  until  his  conftitution  wras 
in  a manner  faturated  by  flow  degrees 
with  the  mercury,  of  which  we  had  evi- 
dence, by  the  falivary  glands  being' {light- 
ly affedted,  which  was  fome  time  after 
his  perievering  in  this  medicine,  he  did 
not  begin  to  mend;  but  as  foon  as  this 
took  place  he  began  to  recover.  I faw 
him  in  1787  perfedtly  well  in  every  re- 
Ipedt. 


XXIX.  t 
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I was  many  years  ago  confulted  in  the 
cafe  of  a young  man,  about  the  age  of 
puberty,  which  was  in  many  relpe£ts  fimi- 
iar  to  the  above.  The  difference  of  treat- 
ment  was,  that  the  caultic  was  freely  em-  . 
ployed  inftead  of  the  kmre,  and  a 1-rg^. 
ulceration  was  the  conference.  As  the 
morbid  cells  and  finufes  were  not  com- 
pletely deftroyed  by  thefe  means,  and  as 
the  fcrophula  continued  to  manitell  it:, 
prefence  for  feveral  years,  it  was  not  at- 
tended with  the  lame  fuccels  in  the  fame 
proportionate  time.  After  chirurgical 
treatment  for  many  months,  the  ulcer 
became  fiflulous,  and  remained  fo  for  fe~ 
veral  years;  at  length,  after  he  had  at-, 
tained  manhood,  the  discharge  gradually 
decreafed,  and  dried  up,  without  leaving 
the  leaft  lamenefs  behind. 


N 4 XXX.  Another 
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XXX, 

Another  cafe  of  a fcrophulous  afteftion 
of  the  right  knee  in  a young  woman  came 
under  my  infpeCtion  about  fifteen  years 
ago,  which  did  not  end  fo  well.  The 
burfae  mucofe  aboye  and  below  the  pa- 
tella were  greatly  diftended,  and  the  tu- 
mefaction extended  in  the  cellular  texture 
all  around  the  joint.  A diftindt  tumor 
formed,  and  fuppurated  on  the  infide  of 
the  head  of  the  tibia ; it  was  opened  and 
treated  by  her  furgeon : a fiftulous  ulcer 
however  remained  in  this  place  for  feveral- 
years  afterwards,  as  alfo  did  the  lamenefs,. 
which  has  remained  ever  fince.  The 
fiftula  at  length  drying  up,  an  iffue  was 
made  on  the  infide  above  tire  knee.  Frefh 
inflammations  and  fuppurations  have  oc- 
cafionally  returned  every  year  or  two, 
about  the  fite  of  the  old  fore,  which  laft  a 
few  weeks,  with  lamenefs,  reducing  her 
to  the  ufe  of  her  crutches;  when  they 
, dry  up  in  time  with  Ample  dreflings,  and 
df  ' • t . fhe 
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flie  again  can  walk  without  any  affiftance- 
About  a year  ago  fhe  had  one  of  thofe 
luppurations,  and  it  was  leveral  mohths 
before  it  healed  ; and  die  is  now  well,  and 
lefs  lame  than  fhe  has  been  for  many 
years. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned  that  I 
had  leen  many  cafes  of  fcrophulous  affec- 
tions of  the  elbow-joint,,  of  threatening 
appearances,  do  well  without  amputation. 
Several  of  this  kind  have  come  under  my 
infpection  within  a few  years : five  within 
twelve  months;  and  fome  of  thofe  are 
now  under  courfes  of  medicinal  treatment 
by  my  direction,  attended  by  different 
furgeons  in  the  town  and  country;  two  of 
whom  have  cauftics  applied,  and  are  ma- 
nifeflly  better ; two  under  mercurial  fric- 
tion occafionally,  as  the  parts  are  not  in- 
flamed, and  the  difeafe  clearly  confined  to 
the  burfe  mucofe  and  cellular  membrane, 
are  recovering ; and  all  ufe  the  calomel 
and  fal  cathart.  according  to  circumftances, 

alfo 
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alfo  the  fal  fodas  and  cort.  Peruvian,  and 
are  directed  to  ufe  the  cold  bath.  B elides 
thefe  there  is  one.  under  the  care  of  Mr. 

Crufo,  a furgeon  of  eminence 
here,  who  I have  occafionally 
feen  in  the  courfe  of  two  years.  It.  is  in 
a lad  about  the  age  of  puberty,  and  has 
been  in  a Hate  of  ulceration  with  a large 
difcharge  near  three  years ; it  mends  (low- 
ly, and  the  elbow  is  become  ftiff,  but  he 
can  ufe  his  hand.  This  youth  had  a large 
fcrophulous  abfcefs  in  his  leg  feme  time 
before,  which  was  long  attended  with  a 
large  difcharge,  and  hedlic  fever,  which 
healed  before  the  elbow  was  affedted. 

v ' . . 

XXXII. 

In  September  17  89  I was  confulted  in 
the  cafe  of  a young  man,  about  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  at  Thornham,  who  had 
been  afflidted  with  a fcrophulous  tumor  on 
the  wrift,  involving  the  burfse  mucofae, 
cellular  texture,  and  all  the  parts  fur- 
rounding the  ends  of  the  radius  and  ulna> 
* the 
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the  carpus,  and  metacarpus,  in  an  exten- 
' five  number  of  diftinit  fuppurations,  which 
had  feparately  been  opened  by  his  furgeon, 
Mr.  Shaul,  of  Burnham*,  with  aifo  thofe 
feveral  linufes  leading  from  the  feveral 
colle&ions  of  matter,  which  could  be  with 
fafety  opened.  It  was  now  in  a ftate  of 
extenfive  ulceration,  feveral  linufes  were 
Hill  unopened,  and  one  funk  down  among 
the  bones  of  the  carpus.  I he  tumor  was 
flill  great,  with  confiderable  inflammation 
of  a dulky  purplifh  color,  and  induration, 
particularly  about  the  carpus.  The  whole 
had  a very  threatening  appearance}  and 
from  the  danger  of  this  compound  articu- 
lation becoming  carious,  there  was  fome 
doubt  whether  the  hand  could  be  faved. 
All  this  was  attended  with  the  he6tic  fever 
of  abforption  to  a confiderable  degree. 
One  fuperficial  finus  was  opened  conti- 
guous to  the  radius  whilfl:  I was  there. 
The  ulcers  were  dire&ed  to  be  drefled 
with  ung.  cerul.  fort,  precipitate  occ'a- 

* A youttj  man  of  promifiag  abilities. 
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fionally,  with  dry  lint  to  rep.efs  cheTunga*, 
which  were  luxuriant : with  fmall  doles  of 
calomel  and  opium,  the  magnef.  vitrioiat. 
fal  fodte  and  curt.  Peruvian,  in  their  turns 
internally,  with  a milk  diet.;  and  as  he 
lived  fo  near  the  fea,,  the  fmall  harbour 
opening  into  the  German  ocean,  lea- 
bathing  was  recommended.  Ail  thefe 
things  were  ftridly  complied  with,  except 
the  bathing,  which  timidity  prevented  him 
from  putting  in  pradhee.  This  however 
was  found  the  lefs  material,. as  he  fpeedily 
mended  without  it.  His  furgeon  told, 
me,  in  June  1 790,  that  he  was  nearly,  well, 
but  a ftiffnefs  remains  in  the  carpus,  per- 
haps from  a partial  anchylofis  among  fome 
of  the  bones  of  this  compound  articula- 
tion. 

XXXIII. 

Not  fo  fortunate  was  the  cafe  of  a beau- 
tiful young  lady,  who  confulted  me  in 
June  1786,  refpedting  a fcrophulous  af- 
fection of  her  wrift.  The  tumor  was 

fmall 
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Small  and  indolent,  and  feemed  to  be  feat- 
ed  in  one  of  the  burfse  mucofie  of  the 
flexor  tendons  of  the  fingers  on  the  infide 
of  the  wrift.  She  was  dire&ed  to  employ 
the  fame  kind  of  regimen  fo  often  men- 
tioned, and  it  burft  fpontaneoufly  fome 
months  afterwards.  She  married  fome 
time  after  this,  and  confulted  fome  men 
of  eminence  in  London.  I do  not  know 
what  plan  was  directed,  but  think  that 
fea-bathing  was  part  of  it.  She  became 
the  mother  of  one  child,  but  the  whole 
fyftem  was  fo  deeply  contaminated,  that 
the  wrift  became  daily  worfe.  She  fell 
into  a phthifis  pulmonalis,  and  died  in  the 
beginning  of  1789. 

r ^ _ . t . , t>  i j 

XXXIV. 

The  following  being  an  extraordinary 
cafe,  I beg  leave  to  infert  it : Mr.  Bayly, 
an  eminent  furgeon,  at  Swaffham,  was 
font  for  early  in  the  morning  of  the  20th 
•of  July  1778,  to  a man  of  thirty  years  of 
age,  at  three  miles  diftance,  labouring 
ijeru)  under 
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under  a total  fuppreffion  of  urine.  The 
attempts  , to  relieve  him,  by  palling  the 
catheter,  elaftic  bougies,  and  every  other 
• means,  proving  unfuccefsful,  I was  defired 
to  attend  the  next  day,  and  accordingly 
met  Mr.  Bayiy  at  noon.  Upon  an  accurate 
examination,  a round  tumor  containing  a 
fluid,  was  difcovered,  by  introducing  a 
finger  a little  way  into  the  anus,  and  was 
fuppofed  to  be  the  bladder  diltended  with 
urine.  The  catheter,  &c.  were  again 
tried  without  fuccefs ; therefore,  after  due 
deliberation  on  the  prefling  danger  the 
patient  was  in,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
fafeft  and  readied  way  to  relieve  the  pa- 
tient, was  to  pierce  the  bladder  through 
the  redum,  which,  by  the  tumor’s  being 
low,  and  within  reach  of  the  linger,  could 
be  effeded  with  the  greateft  eafe.  Accord- 
ingly Mr.  Bayiy  performed  the  operation, 
in  the  manner  defcribed  in  the  66th  vol. 
of  the  Philofophical  Tranfadions,  p.  58  2, 
' with  a large  trocar ; and  on  withdrawing 
the  perforator,  introduced  a flraightened 
. male 
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male  catheter  through  the  canula,  anti 
about  a quart  of  a clear  limpid  fluid,  not  at 
all  urinous,  was  difcharged  through  it. 
When  this  fluid  had  done  running,  he  had 
an  inclination  to  make  water,  and  the  ca- 
theter and  canula  being  withdrawn,  he 
pafled  a large  quantity  of  dark-coloured 
ftrong  fuelling  urine  by  the  urethra  into 
two  chamber-pots.  This  circumftanCe 
furprized  us  at  firft ; but  on  a fhort  re- 
flection, we  concluded  that  the  fluid  dif- 
charged by  the  canula  could  be  no  other 
than  the  contents  of  a large  hydatid  or 
cyft,  placed  between  the  bladder  and 
reftum ; and  that  this  was  the  tumor  felt 
by  the  finger  in  ano,  and  not  the  diftended 
bladder,  as  we  at  firft  fuppofed  it  to  be  ; 
and  that  this,  by  prefling  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  againft  the  pubis,  had  caufed  the 
fuppreflion  of  urine.  The  tumor  and 
bladder  being,  emptied,  we  examined  the 
abdomen,  and  difeovered  a large  tumor 
above  the  pubis,  which  appeared  to  be 
fttuated  about  the  flexor  of 'the  colon. 

He 
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He  had  an  opiate  given  him;  we  left 
him,  and  his  bowels  were  emptied  in  the 
evening. — Mr.  Bayly  informed  me  after- 
wards byletter.,  “ That  he  pafled  a favour- 
<c  able  night,  was  better  in  the  morning, 
<c  and  continued  mending  three  days,  and 
<c  paded  his  urine  naturally ; but  on  the 
tc  fourth  he  complained  of  great  pain  in 
the  tumor.,  the  abdomen  was  much 
“ fwelled,  attended  with  ftrong  inftam- 
,<c  matory  fymptoms ; that  he  was  bled, 
<e  had  his  inteltines  emptied  by  clyfter, 
Cl  and  was  treated  in  the  antiphlogiftic 
fC  way.  The  inflammatory  fymptoms 
“ however  increafed  daily,  and  he  pafled 
4C  his  urine  and  ftools  involuntarily,  and 
« lived  in  this  fad  ftate  till  the  2d  of 
“ Auguft.” — I never  faw  him  during  the 
time  he  lived  after  the  operation.  Mr. 
Bayly  obtained  leave  to  inlpedt  the  body, 
and  wrote  immediately  to  requeft  my  pre- 
fence. I accordingly  went,  and  was  pre- 
fent  at  the  opening  of  the  abdomen  and 
examination  of  the  vifcera;  but  the  whole 

* contents 
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contents  of  the  lower  belly  were  fo  putrid, 
that  I could  not  remain  but  a minute  or 
two  at  a time  in  the  room.  Mr.  Bayly 
ftood  it  better;  and  as  he  was  more  at-? 
tentive,  as  diffedtor,  in  his  inveftigation 
than  I could  be,  I requefted  that  he  would 
commit  his  remarks  to  paper,  which  he 
accordingly  did.  The  fummary  of  which 
are  as  follows : 

i(  The  abdomen  being  laid  open,  and 
« its  contents  in  view,  die  tumor  which 
“ had  been  felt  above  the  pubes  was 
“ found  to  adhere  to  the  fundus  of  the 
“ urinary  bladder,  and  was  a globe  about 
<c  the  fize  of  a cricket-ball.  There  was 
<f  about  an  ounce  of  a purulent  lympha- 
e<  tic  fluid  in  the  pelvis:  the  bladder  and 
<(  redtum  were  taken  out  together;  and 
“ upon  ftridt  examination  it  was  found 
<f  that  a lymphatic  tumor  had  exifted  be- 
<f  tween  the  redtum  and  the  bladder,  and 
<c  adhered  fo  firmly  to  the  latter,  as  not 
<c  to  be  feparated  from  it;  and  this  was 
<c  the  tumor  which  had  been  emptied  by 
O " being 
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“ being  pierced  with  the  trocar  through 
fC  the  redly  m.  The  redtum  was  detach- 

V 

“ ed  from  it,  and  appeared  to  be  in  a na- 
“ tural  ftate,  and  upon  examination  was 
“ neither  inflamed  nor  difcoloured;  and 
cc  the  perforation  which  had  been  made 
<c  by  the  trocar  was  found  to  be  fo  per- 
<f  fedtly  clofed  as  to  be  imperceptible. 
“ Another  tumor,  fimilar  to  that  on  the 
<c  fundus  of  the  bladder,  but  not  fo  large, 
“ was  upon  the  flexure  of  the  colon.  The 
“ inteftines  were  all  difcoloured,  and  ap- 
“ peared  to  be  highly  inflamed ; the  fto- 
“ mach  and  fmall  guts  were  particular- 
" ly  fo.  The  liver,  gall-bladder,  pan- 
“ creas  and  fpleen,  were  in  a natural 
“ ftate : and  the  glands  of  the  mefentery 
<c  did  not  feem  to  be  difeafed.  The 
«*  kidneys  were  larger  than  ufual,  and 
tc  appeared  to  be  inflamed.  The  fto- 
“ mach  had  two  tumors  upon  it,  fome- 
<c  thing  more  than  an  inch  above  the 
* pylorus,  but  fomething  lefs  than  that 
“ upon  the  flexure  of  the  colon.  I 

“ diflefled 
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“ differed  thefe  tumors  from  the  diffe- 
“ rent  parts,  and  carried  them  home,  to 
<(  be  examined  at  leifure.  That  from  the 
“ fundus  of  the  bladder  (you  may  re- 
“ member)  had  the  thickened  portion  of 
“ that  vifcus  to  which  it  adhered  cut  off 
tc  with  it. 

ff  I divided  thefe  tumors  in  the  pre- 
cc  fence  of  Mr.  Hellham,  of  Stoke*,  Mr. 
“ Edgar,  of  Swaff  ham,  and  yourfelf,  and 
<f  you  muft  remember  that  they  were  all 
“ laminated ; and  within  thefe  concen- 
“ trated  laminae  there  was  a fmall  hydatid 
<f  full  of  a limpid  fluid,  in  each  tumor, 
“ about  the  fize  of  a marble ; thefe 
tr  coats  had  a griftly  elaftic  feel,  and, 
<c  each  lamina  was  thicker  than  a Ihil- 
<f  ling.  You  may  recolledt  my  feparating 
“ them  from  each  other.  This  perfon, 
“ when  about  ten  years  of  age,  fell  from 
<c  the  top  of  a barn  whilft  he  worked 
“ with  a tnatclier,  with  his  belly  upon  a 
“ heap  of  Hones,  and  was  confined  in 

* Surgeons  of  chara&er. 
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M confequerice  of  this  accident  many  week's 
« to  his  bed : and  from  hence  the  tumoY 
<f  felt  in  the  abdomen  was  fuppofed  to 
-«  arife.  He  frequently  complained  of 
*c  violent  pains  in  his  bowels,  particularly, 
« he  faid,  when  the  lump,  as  he  called  it, 
<c  was  out  of  its  place.”— Although  Mr. 
Bayly  does  not  remember  that  there  were 
any  indurated  glands  externally,  it  is  high- 
ly probable,  from  this  account,  that  lie 
was  a fcrophulous  fubjedt  originally. 

The  tinea  capitis  has  been  fuppofed  to 
arife,  like  the  itch,  from  animalcule  bur- 
rowing under  the  cuticle but  I do  not 
know  that  any  were  ever  actually  difco- 
vered.  Although  not  ftritfily  regarded  as 
a fcrophulous  affedtion,  yet  as  it  is  accom- 
, panied  with  an  enlargement  of  the  lym- 
- phatic  glands  of  the  neck,  refembling 
ftrUma,  probably  owing  to  the  abforption 
of  acrid  matter  from  the  eruptions  on  the 
hairy  fcalp,  it  may  with  propriety  corhe 
under  confideration  here. 


The 
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'The  cruelty  of  extracting  the  hair  by 
the  roots,  either  by  the  hand,  or  bv  pitch 
and  other  adhefive  * matters,  which  ha? 
been  pradtifcd,  both  by  regulars  and  irre- 
gulars, under  the  notion  that  the  difeafe 
was  feated  in  the  bulbous  roots  of  the 
hair,  is  too  obvious  to  require  animadver- 
fion.  Many  applications  have  been  re- 
commended for  curing  this  difeafe ; oint- 
ments of  piffelteum  indicum,  common 
tar,  lotions  of  fublimate,  &c.— I mean 
not  to  examine  either  the  property  01  ef- 
ficacy of  thofe  different  applications ; but 
only  to  point  out  a Ample,  eafy,  and 
fpeedy  method  of  cure,  which  is  founded 
in  experience.  Let  the  hair  be  clipped 
clofe  off  the  part  of  the  lcalp  aftedted;  .or 
if  it  can  be  removed  by  fhaving  with  eafe 
it  will  be  better : then  fprinkle  this  Angu- 
lar eruption  with  a dry  powder,  compofed 
of  one  part  of  levigated  cinnabar,  and 
three  parts  of  fior.  fulphur.  wed  mixed ; 
rub  it  in  with  the  finger  at  night,  and  wafh 
the  parts  clean  with  a ftrong  foap  lather 
up  O 3 » 
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in  the  morning;  repeating  thefe  opera- 
tions until  the  difeafe  vanilhes.  Small 
dofes  of  calomel,  with  faline  purgatives, 
twice  a week,  with  fome  proportionate 
dofes  of  cort.  Peruvian,  in  the  day,  at  the 
fame  time,  will  foon  remove  the  ftrumous 
glands. 
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SECTION  V. 

IN  treating  fchirrous  and  cancerous  af- 
fections, the  quantity  of  the  difeafe, 
the  parts  affeCted,  and  their  importance  to 
life,  are  to  be  confidered.  If  the  confti- 
tution  in  cancers  is  wholly  involved  in  the 
calamity,  little  relief  can  be  expeCted  from 
medicine,  except  in  the  fedative  power  of 
opium,  to  footh  pain  for  the  remainder  of 
a miferable  life. — Thefchirri  of  the  ute- 
rus, bladder,  inteftines,  ftomach,  &c.  or  any 
internal  membranous  part,  generally  be- 
come cancerous,  ulcerate,  and  deftroy  the 
patient. — External  cancerous  ulcers  on  the 
fkin,  or  cellular  texture,  do  not  always 
prove  fatal,  but  admit  of  a cure,  provided 
the  conftitution  is  not  contaminated  by 
abforbing  the  cancerous  matter  from  the 
ulcer. — Carcinomatous  ulcers  on  the  fcro- 
O 4 turn 
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turn,  and  neighbouring  fkin,  are  always 
fraught  with  danger.  Of  this  kind  is  that 
called  by  the  late  Mr.  Pott  the  chimney- 
Jweepers * cancer , which  he  thought  was 
altogether  confined  to  this  clafs  of  men; 
and  this  excellent  furgeon  advifes  the  total 
excifion  of  the  parts  affe£ted,  as  the  only 
means  of  prefervation.  I have,  however, 
known  a difeafe  of  this  kind  in  a perlon 
who  never  had  any  concern  with  chimney- 
fweeping  or  foot.  Ulcers  of  this  fort  any 
where  in  the  vicinity  of  or  upon  the  parts 
of  generation,  have  been  fometimes 
thought  to  arife  from  a venereal  caufe,  by 
ill-conditioned  chancres  degenerating  into 
cancerous  ulcers,  deftroying  all  the  neigh- 
bouring parts,  and  terminating  only  with 
the  life  of  the  patient ; inftances  of  which 
are  to  be  met  with  in  medical  writers. 

XXXV. 

One  however  fell  lately  under  my  care, 
in  a young  ftrong  man  of  thirty  years  of 
age,  which  terminated  happily.  The  ul- 

cer 
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cer  was  an  inch  and  a quarter  in  length, 
feated  on  the  upper  part  of  the  integu- 
ments, on  the  right  fide  of  the  fcrotum, 
upon,  and  in  a longitudinal  direction 
with,  the  fpermatic  cord:  it  had  destroyed 
the  cutis  vera;  its  lips  were  hard,  jagged, 
and  of  a fiery  red  colour,  but  little  or 
nothing  elevated  above  the  furface  of  die 
fkin.  The  bottom  was  afii-coloured, 
foul,  and  crude,  being  the  cellular  mem- 
brane ; it  was  accompanied  with  an  into- 
lerable fertfation  of  pain  like  burning,  and 
a large  ichorous  fetid  difcharge.  He  had 
been  liable  at  times  to  a red  puftular  cu- 
taneous eruption  from  his  infancy ; was 
allied  collaterally  to  fcrophulous  relations, 
but  never  had  any  fymptoms  of  this  dii- 
eafe  in  any  of  the  lymphatic  glands.  Fhele 
puftulcE  fometimes  ulcerated  (lightly,  but 
Coon  healed,  without  affiltance. 

This  ulcer  had  been  lufpedted  to  arife 
from  a venereal  caufe,  and  accordingly 
treated.  Mercury  was  ufed  externally  in 
drefiings  and  frictions ; and  internally  in 

the 
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the  form  of  calomel  firft,  and  laft  the  fub- 
limate  folution ; and  in  either  way  it  af- 
fefted  the  falivary  glands  fo  rapidly,  that, 
its  exhibition  was  on  that  account  inter- 
rupted at  different  intervals ; and  with  the 
mercurials  the  decoftion  of  larfaparilla 
and  mezereon  was  drank  daily.  But  in- 
ftead  of  mending  it  grew  worfe  every  day, 
and  the -parts  continued  to  be  confumed 
with  great  rapidity,  although  the  affection 
of  the  falivary  glands  afforded  a fufficient 
teftimony  that  his  habit  was  impregnated 
with  the  mercury.  The  ulcer  was  dreffed 
with  ftrong  mercurial  ointment,  wafhed 
according  to  circumftances,  with  lotions 
of  calomel,  ftrong  folutions  of  opium ; 
hemlock  and  carrot  poultices  were  occa- 
fionally  applied,  and  different  other  dref- 
fings,  in  vain!  In  ten  days  the  fpermatic 
cord  was  laid  bare ; in  a week  more  the 
corrofton  had  deftroyed  the  parts  upwards 
to  the  mons  veneris;  had  marched  acrofs, 
above  the  root  of  the  penis,  to  the  left 
fide;  and  in  its  courfe,  befide  the  ifkin; 

the 
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the  adipofe  membrane  was  confumed 
nearly  down  'to  the  os  pubis,  and  above 
an  inch  in  length  of  the  corpora  caver-, 
nofa;  and  firetching  from  fide  to  fide,  at 
the  root  of  the  penis,  was  naked,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  adtion  of  the  corrofive  mat- 
ter, and  in  view  whenever  the  jagged 
edges  of  the  ulcer  were  drawn  a little 
afunder;  and  the  penis  began  to  grow 
turgid,  inflame,  and  put  on  a very  threat-, 
ening  appearance.  Opium  had  been  gi- 
ven hitherto  with  the  mercury  ; but  when 
it  was  found  that  matters  became  daily 
worfe  under  the  mercurial  courfe,  mercury 
was  laid  afide ; the  opium  continued  in 
increafed  dofes,  and  extr.  cicutas  in  full 
dofes  added  to  it ; and  the  cort.  Peruvian, 
was  joined  to  the  decodtion.  But  all  to 
no  purpofe.  The  ulcer  feemed  now  to 
have  acquired  a carcinomatous  afFedtion, 
the  parts  melted  away,  in  the  immenfe 
corrofive,  intolerably  fetid  difcharge,  with 
a burning  pain;  not  a flough  call  off,  all 
was  diflolved  in  the  current ; and  its  rapid 

progrefs 
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progrefs  threatened  not  only  the  deftruo 
tion  of  the  penis,  but  the  life  of  the  pa- 
tient. In  this  dilemma,  as  every  means  al- 
ready ufed  had  proved  abortive,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  try  the  effeft  of  a hemlock  bath, 
a remedy  I had  ufed  in  a partial  way  with 
fuccefs,  in  foul  corroding  ulcers,  many 
years  ago,  juft  after  Storck’s  publication 
on  cicuta,  and  of  which  the  late  Mr.  Juf- 
tamond  has  fince  that  period  fpoken  fa- 
vourably in  cancers.  Accordingly  half 
a pound  of  the  feeds  of  the  cicuta  vulga- 
ris, and  four  large  handfuls  of  the  leaves 
and  flowers  of  the  plant,  were  tied  loofely 
in  a large  cheefe- cloth  bag,  to  prevent 
the  trouble  of  {training,  and  boiled  in  a 
copper,  in  feven  pailfuls  of  water  to  flx, 
which  being  added  to  twelve  pails  of  cold 
•'water,  contained  in  a wooden  trough, 
conftructed  of  a luitable  Ihape  and  flze  tor 
this  purpofe,  made  the  bath  of  a pioper 
temperature  as  to  heat : and  the  patient 
fat  immerfed  in  this,  up  to  the  aim-pits, 
at  firft  only  fifteen  minutes  j but  in  fuc- 
^ ceeding 
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ceeding  bathings  for  halt  an  hour  or 
more,  as  he  could  bear  it : and  this  was 
repeated  every  other  evening,  about  two 
hours  after  a light  fupper,  and  immedi- 
ately before  he  went  to  bed,  where  he  ge-  • 
nerally  lweated  copioufly.  The  progress 
of  the  torrofion  was  (topped,  and  the  pain 
leflened,  by  the  firft  bathing.  After  the 
fecond  the  immenie  foul  difcharge  was  re- 
duced to  a trifling  one,  and  took  on- a 
thin  purulent  appearance.  In  (hort,  he 
mended  every  day,  and  was  well  in  the 
fpace  of  a month  from  the  firft  bathing. 
He  took  five  grains  of  opium,  fifteen 
grains  of  the  extradt.  cicutae,  and  a quart 
bottle  of  deco£t.  guaiac.  mezereon  and 
liquorice,  without  farfaparilla,  daily,  during 
the  courfe  of  bathing ; ufed  a milk  diet 
morning  and  evening,  with  generous  food 
at  dinner,  and  port  wane  after  it.  No 
other  drefling  was  ufed  but  dry  lint,  -a 
piece  of  common  plafter  over  it,  from  his 
firft  going  into  the  bath.  T he  manner 

of  its  healing  was  Angular ; it  did  not  fill 

up 
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up  like  wounds  or  abfceffes,  with  granu- 
lations of  new  flefh ; but  the  Tides  of  this 
deep  ulcer  contracted  clofer  every  day 
until  they  become  contiguous,  and  then 
they  united  from  the  bottom  upwards, 
and  the  cicatrix  is  purfed  up,  corrugated, 
and  uneven. 

Although  the  following  cafe  was  not 
cancerous,  I have  added  it  here,  conceiv- 
ing that  the  perufal  of  it  may  be  of  fome 
utility  in  practice. 

XXXVI. 

In  September  1790  I was  confulted  by 
a man  of  about  thirty-five  years  of  age, 
from  the  I fie  of  Ely,  afflicted  with  defec- 
tive vifion,  a great  many  finail  tumors  or 
tubercles  of  different  fizes,  from  that  of  a 
pea  to  a chefnut,  and  many  fordid  phage- 
denic ulcers  on  different  parts  of  his  body 
and  extremities.  The  account  he  gave 
was,  that  in  the  beginning  of  January  he 
was  covered  with  blotches  on  the  fkin, 

had 
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had  a dreadful  inflammation  in  his  eyes, 
which  almoft  deprived  him  of  fight,  and 
frequently  nodturnal  pains.  His  difeafe 
was  fuppofed  to  be  venereal,  and  he  was 
falivated  by  his  furgeon.  The  ophthal- 
mia abated,  but  left  his  fight  indiftinft 
and  much  injured : the  eruption  had  dis- 
appeared from  his  fkin,  but  tubercles  of 
various  dimenfions  appeared  in  their  room 
immediately  under  the  fkin ; which  in  fuc- 
cefiion  came  to  an  imperfedt  fuppuration, 
with  a livid  caft  in  the  integuments  on  the 
top;  burft  fpontaneoufly,  and  degenerated 
into  deep  foul  corroding  ulcers,  with  hard 
livid  edges,  and  this  had  been  the  cafe 
ever  fince.  He  had  gone  from  furgeon 
to  furgeon,  to  irregular  as  well  as  regular 
pradlitioners : grew  worfe  daily,  and  tired 
them  and  himfelf  in  the  fruitlefs  purfuit  of 
a cure.  His  eyes  appeared  full  and  pro- 
minent, the  cornea  tranfparent,  the  pupil 
dilated  in  each,  and  the  cryfcaline  and 
other  humors  perfectly  diaphanous  and 
clear ; and  a few  diftended  blood-veifeis 
• of 
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of  no  confequence  were  upon  the  tunic® 
conjundtiv®.  His  fight  was  fo  indiftindt, 
that  he  could  not  difcern  fmall  objedts 
and  hence  it  appeared  that  the  optic 
nerves  and  retin®  had  been  greatly  injur- 
ed by  the  inflammation.  The  tubercles 
were  ftill  fcattered  every  where  upon  his 
body,  of  various  fizes;  fome  were  hard 
and  painful,  others  indolent,  and  many 
were  in  different  dates  of  languid  fuppu- 
ration,  and  were  clearly  featcd  in  the 
lymphatic  fyftem  immediately  under  the 
fkin.  The  ulcers  had  the  fame  com- 
plexion they  had  had,  he  faid,  for  many 
months,  were  of  different  depths  and  ex- 
tent, hard  and  livid,  very  foul,  and  dif- 
charged  a fharp  fetid  ichor.  It  appeared 
pretty  evident  that  there  was  a deep  fcro- 
phulous  habit : he  was  therefore  put  un- 
der the  following  courfe — One  grain  of  ca- 
s lomel,  one  grain  of  opium,  and  five  grains 
of  extradl.  cicut®,  were  diredted  to  be 
taken  every  night,  and  a folution  of  one 
drachm  of  the  bitter  cathartic  fait  every 
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morning,  and  one  drachm  of  powdered 
Peruvian  bark,  mixed  with  one  fcruple  of 
fal  fbda?,  in  the  forenoon  and  afternoon, 
at  a proper  diftance  from  his  meals,  eveiy 
day,  with  a warm  hemlock  bath,  as  in  the 
foregoing  cafe,  twice  a week.  As  he  had 
been  a free  liver,  he  was  enjoined  to  leave 
off  that  pernicious  beverage,  ardent  lpirits 
and  water,  to  drink  wort  or  new  beer 
(becaufe  replete  with  fixed  air)  at  meals, 
and  a few  glades  of  wine  in  the  day.  The 
applications  to  the  ulcers  were  left  to  the 
difcretion  of  the  furgeon  who  attended 
him. 

He  came  to  me  again  on  the  25th  of 
October,  very  much  mended,  a great  many 
tumors  were  gone,  and  the  few  that  re- 
mained were  wafting*  the  ulcers  were 
filled  up,  and  all  but  three  healed,  and 
thofe  had  a very  healthy  look.  His  fight, 
however,  was  not  much  better.  He  had 
punctually  obferved  the  plan  of  cure  laid 
down,  in  every  rejfped  but  the  bath,  which 
he  found  fo  incon  venient,  for  want.of  a pro- 
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per  veffel  for  the  purpofe,and  the  boiling  of 
the  copper,  for  him  to  get  it  effeftually  put 
in  pra&ice,  that  it  was  ufed  only  three  or 
four  times,  and  even  that  had  a very  good 
effeft  both  on  the  tumors  and  ulcers.  He 
was  direfted  to  perfevere  in  his  courfe  of 
medicines  as  before,  until  the  tumors  were 
gone,  and  the  ulcers  completely  healed. 

He  came  again  on  the  23d  of  Novem- 
ber, quite  well,  every  tumor  had  vamlhed, 
and  ulcer  healed,  except  one,  not  larger 
than  a herring-fcale,  cicatrizing  fall.  He 
had  perfifted  in  taking  his  medicines : he 
was  now  advifed  to  leave  them  off  a week 
or  two,  and  return  to  them  again  for  a 
fortnight  or  three  weeks  longer ; which  he 
promifed  to  do,  and  left  me  with  expref- 
ficns  of  gratitude,  for  what  he  called  his 
prefervation.  1 was  forry  to  find  his  fight 
fo  little  better;  he  could  only  read  large 
print.  I am  afraid  the  optic  nerves  will 
never  recover  the  fhock  they  received  at 
the  firft  onfet  of  the  difeafe ; the  turgid  vef- 

fels  on  the  tunica  conjun&iva  were  gone. 

Cancers 
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Cancers  in  the  uterus,  bladder,  redtum, 
See.  generally  terminate  fatally.  To  avert 
this,  or  even  to  alleviate  the  diftrefs  of  the 
fufferer,  is  an  ob;edt  of  great  confederation 
and  importance.  From  the  great  benefit  I 
have  experienced  in  feveral  inftances  from 
the  ufe  of  the  hemlock  bath,  I have  indul- 
ged an  idea  that  thofe  diftrefling  maladies 
might  receive  relief  from  its  ufe.  And 
upon  this  ground  I fome  time  fince  fug- 
gefted  its  application  in  the  cafe  of  a fup- 
pofed  cancer  in  the  redtum,  in  a perfon 
of  diftindtion  above  a hundred  miles  dif- 
tant  from  me.  And  as  the  liquor  of  the 
bath  could  not  get  within  the  redtum,  I 
pointed  out  the  expediency  of  injedting 
into  the  redtum  a decodtion  of  the  hem- 
lock, in  a gentle  and  continued  ftream, 
whilft  he  was  in  the  bath,  by  means  of  a 
proper  apparatus*  with  a long  flexible 

tube ; 

* I have  for  this  purpofe  adapted  a r.  air  v’fTel  of  tinned 
iron,  with  proper  valves,  and  a long  flexible  tube,  to  a 
common  pewter  fyringe  for  clyflers,  and  fixed  both  in  a 
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cube;  and  by  this  contrivance  he  would 
have  the  benefit  of  the  influence  of  the 
medicine  internally  and  externally  at  the 
fame  time.  I do  not  however  think  that 
this  was  put  in  practice  in  the  cafe  1 al- 
lude to. 

The  decoftion  may  alfo  be  injefted  by 
this  means  into  the  vagina,  and  even  into 


the  body  of  the  uterus,  by  introducing  the 
pipe  into  the  os  tincse;  and  by  the  urethra 
into  the  bladder,  by  one  end  of  a flexible 
tube  being  affixed  to  the  catheter  intro- 
duced into  the  bladder,  and  the  other  to 
the  pipe  of  the  machine,  and  ufed  whilft 
the  patient  is  in  the  bath. 

Although  excifion  is  the  moft  certain 
and  fafe  mode  of  treating  cancers  on  the 
ferotum,  according  to  Mr.  Pott,  in  that 
by  him  particularly  called  the  chimney- 


frame  of  mahogany;  fo  that  when  put  into  a veffel  con- 
taining water  or  any  decoftion  it  afts  upon  the  principle 
of  a fire  engine,  and  by  working  the  piiton  of  the  iynnge, 
throws  a continued  ftream,  in  what  quantity  and  with 
what  force  the  operator  pleafes.  It  ads  upon  the'  fame 
manciple  as  that  mentioned  by  Dr.  Adair  in  the  fecond 
volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London. 
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fvyeepers  cancer,  it  may  be  worth  while 
to  try  the  effect  of  the  hemlock  bath,  in 
the  mode  already  related,  before  the  ope- 
ration. is  performed ; which,  if  fuccefs- 
ful,  may  preclude  the  neceffity  of  having 
recourfe  to  that  painful  expedient;  the 
watchful  furgeon  taking  care  not  to  delay 
the  operation  too  long,  ihould  the  bath 
prove  ineffectual. 

Corroding  ulcers  with  hard  edges,  a 
burning  heat,  and  fetid  ichorous  difcharge, 
which,  accompanied  with  intenfe  pain, 
gradually  confumes  the  parts,  in  a fimilar 
manner  with  the  ulcerated  cancer  of  the 
breaft,  may  be  truly  denominated  cancers, 
and  appear  externally  often  in  many  parts, 
without  the  neighbouring  glands  being  at 
all  affeCted  at  prft.  Of  this  kind  are  thofe 
which  frequently  appear  on  the  lips  and 
nofe. — 1 have  known  a cancer  of  this  fort 
deftroy  a lip  without  fungi,  and  gradually 
defcend  below  the  jaw  to  the  ialivary 
glands,  which  then  became  contaminated, 
ulcerated,  and  deitroyed,  before  the  pa- 
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tient’s  death;  a cafe  by  no  means  un- 
common, or  unknown  to  iurgeons. — I have 
feen  one  begin  on  the  ala  of  one  noflril, 
deftroy  the  nofe,  and  pafs  inwardly  before 
it  killed  the  patient. — I have  feen  a can- 
cerous ulcer  of  this  fort  attack  the  fide  of 
the  tongue,  and  gradually  deftroy  it,  and 
the  neighbouring  glands  not  fenfibly  af- 
feifted  until  it  was  half  gone ; then  the 
fauces  partook  of  the  calamity,  and  the 
falivary  glands,  and  lymphatics  in  the  vi- 
cinity, became  fwelled  and  cancerous,  be- 
fore death  put  an  end  to  the  patient’s 
mifery.  — I have  feen  a cancerous  ulcer 
begin  in  a woman  of  feventy,  who  never 
had  been  married,  on  the  infide  of  the 
left  labium  pudendae,  confume  part  of 
that,  eat  its  way  into  the  vagina,  deftroy 
part  of  that,  and  reach  the  uterus,  before 
it  put  a period  to  the  patient’s  life. 

1 have  feen  an  ulcer  of  this  kind  gra- 
dually deftroy  the  penis  of  an  old  man 
from  the  glands  to  the  root;  yet  while 
the  ichor  was  corroding  the  corpora  ca- 

vernofa 
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Vernofa  and  urethra  a fungus  appeared 
on  the  flump  of  the  penis,  and  continued 
like  a cauliflower,  notwithstanding  the 
parts  from  whofe  Surface  it  Sprung  were 
confuming,  until  it  ended  with  tne  pa- 
tient’s life. — I Saw  a cafe  o'  the  lame  kind 
where  it  was  judged  neceflary  to  ampu- 
tate the  difeafed  part  to  flop  the  ravages 
of  the  cancerous  ulcer;  but  it  was  per- 
formed in  vain : no  digeflion  could  be 
eflablifhed,  and  no  other  difcharge  than 
the  fame  kind  of  corrofive  ichor  enfued. 
The  cancerous  fungus  Sprouted  again  from 
the  Surface  of  tire  flump,  and  deflroyed 
this  man  alfo. 

Both  cafes  had  been  thought  to  arile 
from  a venereal  caufe,  and  had  been 
treated  with  mercury  accordingly,  until 
the  Salivary  glands  gave  evidence  of  the 
conflitution’s  being  impregnated  with  tne 
mercury;  a ptialifm  was  kept  up  Some 
time;  but  the  difeafe  growing  daily  worfe 
under  this  management,  Soon  evinced 
them  to  be  cancerous. 
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I have  not  feen  any  fimilar  cafes  to 
any  of  thofe  lately  5 but  if  any  offer, 
fhtl.ll  certainly  try  the  effeft  of  the  hem- 
lock bath. 


SECTION  VI. 

WHEN  ftrumous  glands  became 
fchirrous,  and  that  fchirrus  pain- 
ful, I have  always  found  that  an  early 
extirpation  of  the  tumor  by  the  knife  was 
the  fafeft,  and  confequently  the  belt  pfac- 
tice.  And  whenever  this  painful  and  ne- 
glefted  fchirrus  had  degenerated  into  a- 
cancer,  that  the  fame  practice,  the  extir- 
pation, was  the  only  one  that  could  fafely 
be  depended  on.  If  the  cancer  had  been 
from  delay  or  negleft  buffered  to  ulcerate, 
the  operation  then  became  a doubtful  ex- 
pedient ; becaufe,  if  the  ulceration  was  of 
long  Handing,  the  acrid  matter  had  pro- 
bably been  abforbed  from  it,  and  the  whole 
habit,  by  the  medium  of  the  lymphatic 

fyflera. 
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fyftem,  contaminated  by  it:  and  the  can- 
cerous matter  being  thus  difTeminated,  it 
was  impoflible  it  could  be  eradicated  after- 
wards ; and  the  patient,  after  undergoing 
a very  painful  operation,  would  ftill  be 
liable  to  this  terrible  difeafe.  The  evi- 
dence of  the  abforption  of  the  acrid  mat- 
ter appears,  by  the  fucceflive  enlargement 
which  takes  place  in  the  lymphatic  glands* 
firft  in  the  vicinity  of  the  dileafed  breaft, 
for  inftance ; from  thence  extending  in  a 
chain  to  the  glands  of  the  axilla ; and  from 
them  in  gradation  involving  that  fyftem 
near  it,  in  its  way  to  enter  the  blood,  to 
be  fpread  all  over  the  body  by  the  circu- 
lating vital  fluid.  And  in  this  extenfion 
of  this  baneful  virus  the  other  breaft  be- 
comes alfo  afiefted,  and  frequently  ulce- 
rated, in  the  fame  way  as  that  wherein 
the  difeafe  firft  commenced.  Therefore, 
whenever  a chain  of  enlarged  glands  ex- 
tends from  the.difeafed  breaft  to  the  axilla, 
and  the  lymphatic  glands  there  are  like- 
wile  increafed  in  flze,  and  become  indu- 
rated, 
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rated j there  is  an  end  to  every  profpe£c 
of  relieving  the  patient  by  an  operation. 
The  extirpation  of  the  whole  groupe, 
with  thofe  under  the  axilla,  has,  I am  in- 
formed, been  done ; but  the  difeafe  re- 
turned afterwards,  and  killed  the  patients: 
therefore  he  who  would  again  be  hardy 
enough  to  attempt  fuch  another  opera- 
tion, would  not  only  put  his  patient  to  an 
unneceflary  torture,  by  a fruitlefs  and 
horrid  operation,  but  would  haften  the 
cataftrcphe  of  her  diffolution,  and  defer- 
vediy  bring  difgrace  upon  himfelf,  by  per- 
forming an  operation  that  mult  be  unfuc- 
cefsful.  But  when  thofe  glands  are  not 
become  enlarged,  nor  hard,  there  is  great 
probability  that  abforption  . of  the  acrid 
matter  has  not  taken  place ; and,  there- 
fore, if  the  ulcerated  knot  is  perfectly 
Tingle,  detached,  and  moveable,  it  may 
be  removed  with  fafety;  and  I have  feen 
the  operation  under  thefe  circum  dances 
attended  with  the  molt  happy  confe- 
rences. 

The 
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The  ancient  practice  of  deftroying  can- 
cers by  cauftic  applications  foe  ms  to  re- 
vive.— Reverius  (ann.  1^45)  inObferva- 
tiones  Communicatse,  obf.  xx.  fays,  that 
the  following  application  was  ufed  to  a 
woman  of  fifty  years  of  age,  who  was  af- 
flicted with  a cancer  in  her  left  bread:  be- 
ginning to  ulcerate,  by  a young  foreign 
furgeon : 

& Aquae  fortis  ^j.  fublimati  crudi  | iv.  falis 
ammoniac.  3 lj.  arfenici  ^j.  ponantur  om- 
nia in  alembico  et  dillillentur  ad  ficcitatem, 
addendo  aceti  dillillati  par  pulveri  pondus : 
diililletur  iterum  acetum,  donee  mateiia  ad 
partae  confiftentiam  redeat. 

This  pafte  was  applied  on  a pledget  fix 
times  lefs  than  the  fize  of  the  tumor,  left 
upon  it  twenty-four  hours,  and  produced 
an  efehar  fix  times  larger  than  the  pledget 
that  was  applied,  and  deftroyed  the  can- 
cer ; and  the  ulcer,  after  the  efehar  fepa- 
rated,  &c.  incarned  and  healed. — But  he 
adds : It  was  worthy  of  obfervation,  that 
upon  the  application  of  this  remedy  a 
fever  was  kindled,  a vomiting  and  purging 

excited. 
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excited,  and  the  • fecretion  of  urine  was 
increafed ; which  fymptoms  continued  for 
two  or  three  days,  by  the  natural  powers 
being  irritated  by  the  deleterious  quality 
of  this  poifon. 

He  alfo  fays,  that  the  fame  remedy 
cured  a cancer,  which  was  eating  away  the 
ulcerated  extremity  of  a foldier’s  nofe. 

Wifeman  tells  us  that  Guido  ufed  arfe- 
nic  to  deftroy  cancers.  Wifeman,  how- 
ever, does  not  feem  to  follow  Guido’s 
p radii ce,  but  relies  on  medicines,  the  pro- 
perties of  the  beft  of  which  are  doubtful, 
and  the  majority  infignificant ; but  he  ufes 
a method  fully  as  painful  and  fevere  as 
Guido’s,  the  adlual  cautery,  to  deftroy 
cancerous  fungi. 

' Arfenic  has  been  detected  to  be  the 
bafis  of  Plunket’s  famous  noftrum  for 
curing  cancers,  and  alfo  to  be  that  cf 
Guy : both  of  them  difguifed  it  by  tire 
addition  of  different  materials. 

Dr.  Rufh,  of  Philadelphia,  gives  an  ac- 
count, in  his  Medical  Inquiries  and  Ob- 

i . * fervations. 
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fervations,  of  a cauftic  powder  which  he 
faw  applied  in  ulcerated  carcinomatous 
cafes,  bya  Dr.  Martin,  who  kept  the  pre- 
paration of  it  a fecret,  and  faid  it  was  a 
vegetable  compofition,  which  he  had  learnt 
from  the  Indians,  it  wras  fuccefsful  in 
fome  cafes,  a&ed  as  mildly  as  the  lunar 
cauftic,  and  deftroyed  the  cancerous  tu- 
mor to  the  roots,  but  did  not  fucceed  m 
l'crophulous  habits.  Dr.  Martin  died  in 
1784,  and  his  fecret  with  him.  Dr.  Rufli 
having  procured  fome  ounces  of  this  pow- 
der from  his  adminiftrators,  difcoveied 
that  its  bafis  was  white  arfenic  in  powder  j 
and  that  the  compofition  feemed  to  be  in 
the  proportion  of  about  one  part  of  ai  fe- 
nic  to  forty  parts  of  the  brown  powder 
with  which  it  was  mixed ; which  powder 
he  fuppofed  to  be  the  root  of  the  folanutn 
lethale,  the  deadly  night-fhade.  Dr.  Rufli 
a thinks  that  Dr.  Martin  ufed  the  powders 
of  different  roots  at  different  times ; and 
is  of  opinion  that  thefe  powders  only  ferv- 

ed  to  divide  and  blunt  the  a&ion  of  the  ar- 
fenic. 


222  On  Scrophulous  Affections. 

•fenic,  and  that  wheat-flour  would  do  full  as 
Well  for  that  purpofe.  But,  with  deference 
.to  his  opinion,  did  riot  the  narcotic  powers 
ofthefolanum  ferve  to  render  the  parts  tor- 
pid in  fome  degree,  and,  therefore,  lefs  fuf- 
•ceptible  ol  pain  from  the  caufiic  ? Would 
not  a porcion  of  opium  have  anfwered 
this  purpofe  alfo,  without  impairing  the 
-a&ion  of  the  arfenic?  — Dr.  Rufn  fays 
further,  that  it  had  no  effed  if  applied  to 
fkin  that  was  whole ; and  when  not  ulce- 
rated, he  had  reaion  to  believe  thatDr, Mar- 
ti n always  broke  the  fkin  firft  with  Spanifli 
flies.  He  alfo  fays,  that  it  feldom  produced 
an  efchar;  hence  it  infiniiated  itfelf  into 
the  deepeft  recedes  of  tire  cancers,  and 
frequently  feparated  thofe  fibres  in  an  un- 
broken date,  which  are  generally  called 
the  roots  of  the  cancer.  Upon  this  ac- 
count he  thinks  in  an  ulcerated  cancer  it 
is  to  be  preferred  to  the  knife.  Dr. 
Martin  ufed  alfo  a liquor,  in  which  he 
^dipped  a feather,  and  touched  the  parts 
iometimes  with  it : it  had  a white  fedi- 

ment. 
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mcnt,  and  Dr.  Rufli  believed  it  to  be  a 
watery  folution  ofL  arfenic. 

Mr.  Juftamond  ufed  arfenic  both  inter- 
nally and  externally  in  cancers ; but  from 
the  incurable  palfy  it  produced  from  be- 
ing taken  inwardly,  which  ended  in  the 
death  of  one  patient,  and  other  horrid 
fymptoms  which  it  caufed  in  others,  he 
gave  up  the  internal  ufe  of  it.  Exter- 
nally he  ufed  an  arfenical  cauftic,  which 
he  calls  magnes  arfenicalis,  fometimes, 
which  is  a preparation  of  arfenic  and 
antimony;  -fometimes  one  with  a mix- 
ture of  flowers  of  zinc  and  opium  added 
to  the  arfenic;  at  other  times  arfenic 
-alone ; fometimes  a compofition  of  arie- 
nic  one  grain,  fulphur  four  grains,  fufed 
together  with  opium  ; and  fometimes  he 
mixed  the  arfenic  with  corroflve  lubli- 
mate.  He  extracted  the  glands  by  thofe 
arfenical  cauftics  ; but  confefles  that  arfe- 
nical applications  have  produced  dange- 
rous confequences.  in  fome  cafes,  although 
in  others  they  have  done  much  fervice. 

He 


224  On  Scrophulous  Ajfettions. 

He  recommends  flor.  martial,  made  into 
pills,  * ith  mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  given 
to  the  quantity  of  two  drachms  of  the 
flowers  a day,  in  cancerous  diforders,  every 
where;  fpeaks  highly  of  the  hemlock 
bath,  and  of  the  application  of  a certain 
liquid  to  the  edges  of  the  ulcers,  by  means 
of  a hair  pencil.  This  liquid  is  the  pa- 
nacea anticanerofa  xaverii;  he  gives  the 
author’s  preparation  of  it,  which,  after  a 
long  and  moll  operofe  procefs,  feems  to 
poflefs  little  more  virtues  than  brandy  im- 
pregnated with  martial  flowers,  or  the  fal 
martis. 

Dr.  Mofely’s  method  of  extracting 
cancers  is  this — If  the  cancer  is  not  ulce- 
rated on  the  furface,  and  elpecially  in  the 
middle  of  it,  a blifter  mull:  be  firft  applied, 
to  break  the  cuticle;  then  a piece  of 
thin  leather,  of  the  fize  of  the  cancer,  is 
-fpread  with  diachylon,  with  the  gums: 
upon  this  is  to  be  fprinkled  a fcruple  (or 
more,  in  proportion  to  the  fize)  of  the 
corrofive  fublimate  mercury,  finely  pow- 
dered. 
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drred.  This  plafter  is  to  be  applied  to  the 
cancer,  and  to  remain  upon  it  forty-eight 
hours;  but  if  there  is  any  apprehenfion 
that  it  has  not  done  its  office  in  that  time, 
it  muft  remain  longer.  Then  it  is  to  be 
taken  off,  and  a poultice  of  bread  and 
milk  and  clive-oil  applied,  which  muft  be 
renewed  frequently,  till  the  cancer  comes 
entirely  out  by  the  roots : the  part  is 
then  to  be  dreffed,  digefted,  and  cured, 
like  a common  ulcer.  A purge  or  two, 
with  calomel,  muft  precede  the  appli- 
cation of  the  cauftic ; nothing  elfe  is 
wanted,  unlefs  the  patient  is  grols,  and  re- 
quires a cooling  regimen.  Bark,  he  fays, 
is  fometimes  neceffary,  to  forward  the  di- 
geftion  and  cure.  He  fays,  it  is  furprifing 
to  fee  how  entirely  the  corrofive  fubli- 
mate  thus  applied  will  feparate  the  un- 
found  from  the  found  parts : and  let  the 
figure  of  the  cancer  be  what  it  may,  and 
its  ramifications  ever  fo  numerous,  the 
whole  difeafed  part  will  be  detached,  and 
come  away  altogether,  leaving  the  cavity 

clean. 
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clean,  and  free  from  the  fmallefl  remains 
of  difeafed  flefh.  This  he  calls  extradt- 
ing  a cancer,  and  believes  there  is  no 
other  way  of  curing  a genuine  cancer 
except  by  extirpation  with  the  knife.  He 
tells  us  that  arfenic  will  not  produce  fimi- 
lar  effedtsj  that  he  tried  it  indifcrimi- 
nately  by  every  mode  of  application,  in 
confequence  of  the  reputation  it  has  un- 
deservedly borne  in  cancerous  difeafes ; 
that  it  deftroys  found  and  unfound  parts 
without  diftindtion,  wherever  it  comes  in 
contact  ; that  arfenic  deadens  the  powers 
of  life  ; corrofive  fublimate  tends  to  in- 
flame and  quicken  the  circulation.  He 
condemns  arfenic;  thinks  Juftamond  mif- 
taken  as  to  its  fpecific  effedts  in  cancers ; 
fays  that  corrofive  fublimate  can  be  ufed 
with  fafety  and  benefit,  but  arfenic  cannot. 

I never  faw  any  pradtice  of  this  kind,, 
and  muft  confefs  that  I would  much  rather 
rely  upon  removing  the  tumor  by  the 
knife,  as  the  fafeft  method.  As,  however* 
we  can  have  no  reafon  to  doubt  of  the  fadts 

affirmed 
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affirmed  by  thofe  gentlemen,  this  practice 
may  be  put  in  execution  with  advantage 
in  the  cafes  of  timid  females,  who  cannot 
be  brought  to  conlent  to  an  operation. 

Whenever  the  operation  is  to  be  per- 
formed it  is  of  the  greateft  confequence, 
whatever  method  is  adopted— whether  the 
circular  incifion  in  the  common  way,  or 
the  Angle,  or  the  double  incifion,  include 
ing  the  ulceration,  as  pra&ifed  by  Mr. 
Fearon,  in  order  to  fave  the  fkin,  and  to 
heal  it  by  the  firft  intention,  or  any  other 
method  of  preferving  the  fkin,  with  a 
view  to  ffiorten  the  cure — to  be  particu- 
larly careful  that  every  difeafed  gland  or 
glandule,  and  every  particle  of  thickened 
or  hardened  adipofe  membrane,  ffiould  be 
removed,  as  upon  this  circumftance  fue*-' 
cefs  materially  depends;  as  the  fmalleft 
morbid  remains  will  foon  re-kindle  the' 
difeafe,  and  deftroy  the  patient.  There 
can  be  no  difficulty  in  removing  a lode 
detached  fchirrous  gland,  eafily  moveable 
in  the  cellular  membrane,  through  a fingle 
incifion  made  in  the  fkin,  and  the  parts 

Q*.2  will 
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will  readily  unite  in  a fhort  time.  But  in 
a large  complicated  morbid  tumor,  as  a 
carcinoma  in  the  conglomerate  gland,  the 
breafb,  it  requires  not  a little  attention  to 
difcover  minute  portions  of  difeafed  glands, 
or  morbid  cellular  membrane,  under  a 
large  loofe  flap  of  pendulous  (kin ; and  no 
fmall  dexterity  in  the  operator  to  remove 
all  thole,  apparently  infignificant,  morbid 
matters.  Frequently,  I am  afraid,  it  is 
not  to  be  accomplifhed;  and  I am  forry 
to  fay  that  I have  feen  more  than  one 
inftance  where  the  difeafe  has  returned 
from  this  very  circumflance,  and  deflroyed 
the  patient.  For  which  reafon,  whenever 
the  bread:  is  large,  and  compofed  of  many 
cancerous  knots,  I am  induced  to  prefer  the 
former  methods  pradtifed  by  Sharp,  Pott, 
&c.  of  removing  the  whole,  lkin  and  all, 
beyond  where  the  fufpicious  appearances 
about  the  breaft  extend,  at  once  ; and  al- 
though the  cure  may  be  protracted  there- 
by, there  is  certainly  a much  greater  pro- 
fpedt  of  the  patient’s  fafety.  Yet  after 
all  the  operator’s  caudon,  and  the  molt 

flattering 
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flattering  profpeit  of  fuccefs,  by  the 
fpeedy  cure  of  the  wound,  we  have  the 
mortification  often  to  fee  the  difeafe  return 
after  an  interval  of  fome  months,  or  in- 
deed of  feveral  years,  v/ith  all  its  train  of 
evils:  and  this  always  happens  to  fubjedfcs 
< under  the  influence  of  a latent  conftitu- 
tional  fcrophula  in  the  extreme,  which  an 
occafional  ftimulus  may  bring  into  aftion, 
and  caufe  the  difeafe : many  inft'ances  may 
be  adduced  in  proof  of  this,  one  very  re- 
markable is  related  already,  in  page  67. 


SECTION  VII. 

MANY  expedients  have  been  tried 
not  only  to  cure  the  curvature  of 
the  fpine,  after  it  was  formed,  but  alfo 
to  prevent  diftortions  from  taking  place 
in  weak  fcrophulous  fubjedls.  The  chief 
of  which  were  compreflion,  fwinging, 
flings  to  fufpend  the  children  by  a bandage 
round  the  head,  and  by  the  fihoulders : 
all  which  proved  equally  ineffectual,  fome 
Q .3  of 
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of  them,  as  compreffion  and  fufpenfion  by 
the  head,  hurtful.  The  failure  of  every 
means  which  had  been  attempted,  induced 
Monfieur  Vacher,  an  ingenious  French- 
man, to  turn  his  thoughts  to  this  fubjedt ; 
the  refult  of  which  was  the  invention  of 
a machine  of  which  he  has  given  an  ac- 
count in  the  Memoires  de  rAcademie 
Royale  de  Chirurgie,  tom.  iv.  accompa- 
nied with  a plate.  He  therein  defcribes 
its  conduction  fully,  and  application,  and 
has  mentioned  fopne  cures  accomplifhed 
byrits  ufe  ; but  tells  us,  that  the  fuccefs 
depended  upon  its  being  employed  in 
very  young  fubjedts,  whilft  the  bones  were 
foft,  and  had  not  acquired  a perfedt  folidi- 
ty : but  that  after  the  age  of  fourteen  years 
no  cures  were  performed ; the  patients, 
however,  were  prevented  from  growing 
worfe  by  wearing  it  two  or  three  years 
after  that  age.  The  principle  upon  which 
this  machine  acls  is,  the  keeping  of  the 
head  in  an  eredt  pofture,  and  the  fpine  in 
as  ftraight  a line  as  it  naturally  does,  or 
as  it  poflibly  can  admit  of,  in  a difeafed 
§ ftate  j 
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flate ; and  in  fupporting  the  fuperin- 
cumbent  weight  of  the  head,  fhoulders, 
and  upper  extremities,  from  prefixing 
downwards  on  the  diftorted  fpine,  and  in- 
creafing  the  curvature  of  it.  And  this  he 
affirms  may  be  effected  by  conftantly 
wearing  this  machine,  which  can  be  done 
without  any  inconvenience,  or  preventing 
motion  ; and  the  ygung  ladies  can  amufe 
themfelves  by  working  at  the  needle, 
mufic,  writing,  drawing,  or  dancing,  with 
it  on ; and  that  it  may  fometimes  be  worn 
to  advantage  in  bed.  If  it  can  be  worn 
with  fo  little  inconvenience  as  he  fays  it 
can,  it  might  certainly  be  of  material  life 
to  prevent  diftortion  taking  place  in  young 
fcrophulous  or  ricketty  fubje&s. 

This  machine  has  been  lately  improved' 
by  a Mr.  Jones,  an  ingenious  ftay-maker, 
in  London;  w’ho,  as  he. informs  us  in  his 
pamphlet,  ftudied  the  anatomy  of  the.  parts 
with  care  and  attention,  ip  order  to  enable 
him  to  put  his  contrivance  in  practice 
with  advantage ; and  I have  learnt  lately 
that  fome  crooked  fubje&s  have  reaped 

benefit 
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benefit  from  it;  but  I have  not- heard  that 
any  account  of  its  conflru£tion,  or  manner 
of  application,  has  been  made  public. 

One  circumflance,  however,  ftrikes  me 
forcibly,  which  is,  that  Monfieur  V acher’s 
machine  is  fixed  to  the  back  of  le  ccrjet 
baleinc , that  is,  whale-bone  bodice,  which 
only  differs  from  flays  by  lacing  before, 
and  adjufled  to  the  two  haunches  (/.  e. 
fpines  of  the  ilia)  by  two  final!  bags,  well 
moulded  to  the  fhape  of  the  parts,  in 
order  that  they  may  reft  in  this  place 
without  uneafinefs*.  Probably  Mr, 
Jones’s  machine  is  fupported  in  the  fame 
way. — But  as  I have  already  noticed  the 
dreadful  mifchiefs  brought  on  by  flays, 
and  as  thofe  machines  mufl  be  attended 
with  fome  confinement,  from  the  very 
bodice  to  which  they  are  affixed,  I mufl 
confefs  that  I have  my  doubts  as  to  their 
very  great  utility.  And  I mufl  add,  that 
7 

* “ Le  corfet  bakine  ne  differe  des  corfets  ordinaires 
que  parce  qu’il  doit  are  lace  par  devant,  et  s'ajufter  fur  les 
deux  bunches  par  deux  petits  i'acs,  bien  moulds  a la  figure 
des  parties,  afin  qu'il  puiffe  appuyer  dans  cet  endroit 
fans  gener.” — Vide  the  above-named  volume,  p.  604. 
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t:  is  clear  (at  lead  to  me)  that  it  is  much 
•eafier  to  prevent  an  evil  of  this  kind  than 
to  cure  it;  I am  therefore  firmly  of  opi- 
nion that  a total  abolition  of  ftays,  and 
confequently  {trait-lacing,  and  a light  foft 
eafy  drefs,  adopted  in  tneir  room,  would 
be  of  more  advantage  than  all  the  machi- 
nery that  ever  was  or  ever  will  be  indent- 
ed : and  with  the  adoption  of  this  light 
and  loofe  attire,  and  the  frequent  life  of  , 
the  cold  bath,  to  invigorate  the  fyfcem, 
that  difiortions  of  the  fpine  would  be 
wholly  prevented,  unlefs  in  fuch  fubjedts 
as  are  unfortunately  loaded  with  fcro- 
phula  in  the  greateit  extreme,  and  from 
thence  labour  under  a general  debility,  a 
mollifies  offium,  and  a hectic  fever,  in- 
cident to  fuch  conftitutions ; or  are  con- 
tradted  by  bad  habits,  as  in  fitting  in  one 
particular  attitude,  frequently  for  a con- 
fiderable  length  of  time,  for  inftance,  in 
working  at  tambour  or  other  frames  for 
embroidery  or  quilting;  or  from  falls  or 
other  external  injuries  materially  afiedting' 
the  fpine  or  olfa  innominata. — I have  only 
2i  to 
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to  recal  to  the  reader’s  remembrance  the 
ftate  of  the  peafantry  of  all  nations,  as  wpll 
as  thofe  in  this  country ; but  more  parti- 
cularly to  thole  nations  fuppofed  to  be  in 
a ftate  of  favage  nature,  where  no  re- 
ftraints  in  drefs  are  to  be  met  with,  and  no 
distortions  to  be  feen. — Dr.  Rufh,  in  his 
Inquiry  into  the  Natural  Hiftory  of  Medi- 
cine among  the  Indians  in  America,  fays : 
It  is  remarkable  that  there  are  no  de- 
formed Indians. — We  may  alfo  fuppofe  it 
to  be  the  fame  with  the  inhabitants  of  the. 
many  iflands  lately  difcovered  in  the  South 
S.eas,  as  none  of  our  voyagers  have  men- 
tioned any  thing  of  deformity  amongft 
either  the  men  or  women  of  thofe  feveral 
nations,  but  take  particular  notice  of  their 
being  well  made  and  well  proportioned. 
And  this  circumftance  was  particularly 
remarked  by  Monfieur  V aillant,  in  his 
travels  into,  the  interior  parts  ot  Africa, 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  among  aH 
the  nations  he  converfed  with,  Caffres,  &c. 
■where  the  women  were  formed  with  the 
greatefl;  fytnmetry  and  elegance : which 
:V.  ’ ' was 
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was  alfo  obferved  by  Mr.  Bruce,  among 
the  Abyflinians  and  other  nations  he  paf- 
fed  through,  in  his  travels  to  difcover 
the  fource  of  the  Nile. 

In  the  rapid  growth  of  the  tall  fcrophu- 
lous  tripling,  about  the  age  of  puberty, 
there  feems  to  be  a defed  in  die  fupply  of 
that  part  of  the  nutriment  which  fumifhea 
the  principles  of  folidity  to  the  bones,  ade- 
quate to  their  hafty  increment;  and  confe- 
quently  there  mult  be  a foftnefs,  a morbid 
laxity  in  their  texture,  and  hence  thediftor- 
tions  of  the  limbs,  which  fometimes  hap- 
pen to  thofe  fubjeds,  arife.  To  ftrengthen 
the  tone  of  the  fyftem  under  thofe  circum- 
ftances  feems  to  be  the  principal  objed ; 
and  nothing  here  anfwerjs  this  purpoie  lb 
well  as  a free  ufe  of  the  cold  bath,  mode- 
rate exercife,  cgqI  air,  light  clothing,  with 
a full  and  nutritive  diet. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  rachitis  there 
are  in  fad  two  intentions  of  cure:  the  .firffc. 
is  to  remove  the  obftrudions  of  the  me- 
fenteric  glands,  which,  by  preventing  the 

,,  v,  . chyle*?. 
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chyle’s  entering  the  fyftem,  is  one  princi- 
pal caufe  of  it ; and  the  fecond  is,  to 
flrengthen  the  tone  of  the  habit. 

The  firft  of  thefe  is  generally  anfwered 
by  finall  dofes  of  calomel  frequently  ad- 
rainiftered,  and  luitable  purgatives  after 
them.  Some  preparations  of  feed  have 
been  much  recommended  for  this  purpofe, 
given  in  the  intermediate  days,  and  in  par- 
ticular the  flor.  martial.  This  medicine, 
as  it  ads  chiefly  by  its  tonic  powers,  comes 
rather  under  the  fecond  intention,  and  as 
a corroborant  is  a good  auxiliary  to  the 
Peruvian  bark?  and  as  it  is  difficult  to 
get  children  to  take  a fufficient  quantity 
of  this  laft  remedy  internally  by  the  moijth, 
a ftrong  decodion,  with  powdered  bark 
in  it,  fhould  be  frequently  ufed  in  clyiier, 
and  a jacket,  with  the  powder  quilted  in 
it,  applied  next  the  Akin  will  be  found 
highly  beneficial.  But  above  all,  the 
cure  muff  chiefly  depend  upon  a free  ufe 
<of  the  cold  bath. 

THE  END. 
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